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Taken from "International Praise/

No. 94. Oh, That Will Be Glory.

C. H G.
COPTRiOMt. 1»00, •» t. O. EXCEIL,

wonDt ANO Music.

^
/±-_: 33- 4—r-t

CHAS. H. GABRIEL.

1=^:

1. When all my la-bors and tri - als are o'er, And I am safe on thai

2. When by the gift of His in - fin - ite grace I am ac-cord-ed in;

3. Friends will be there I have lov'd long a - go; Joy like a riv - er a-

beau - ti - ful

heav - en a

round me will

Si=&

s
shore,

place,

flow;

Just to

Just to

Yet, just

be near the dear Lord

be there and to look

a smile from my Sav

a - dore,

His face,

lor, I know.

on

—a—«

—

m—« #— •_!__« ciLJ

I shall look on His face, That will be glo - ry, be glo - ry for me,'

t—

^

The "Glory Sang" Is the copyright property of E. 0. Excell, mutic publisher. Fine Arts Bldg.
Chicago, III., and is used by his permission in this paper. Itis published in "International Praise.'

a song book edited for the church and Sunday School. Single copies sent to any address on receii i

of 35c. The "Glory Song" i words and music t isaj^o published in a leaflet with "Holy Bock Divine
"Oh. Itis Wonderful" and "Count Your Blessings." Price of the leaflet $1.00 per hundred.

(N 8.—The cash must accompany all orders, and no orders taken for less than 25c.)

Address all orders to E. 0. EXCELL, Fine Arts Bldg., Chicago, Ills.
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Forty-Seventh Annual Convention.

INTRODUCTORY.

The Forty-seventh Convention of Illinois Sunday School W^ork-

ers was held in the First Presbyterian Church in the cit\' of Clinton.

Tuesday. Wednesday and Thursday. May 23, 24. and 25, 1905.

The spacious church was none too large for the convention,

its utmost capacity being- required by the delegates and the Chris-

tian people of Clinton and the adjacent country.

Suspended from the galler\' of the Sunday-school room were

the following mottoes : You are Training for Eternity. The Cross

is Always Coming to Us. To Reach the Throne. Bear the Cross.

God Loves to Save. To Know Christ Requires Personal Contact.

Only He Who Does God's Will Can Teach It. The Spiritual is

Far Above the Physical. The Most Attractive Person in All His-

tory Is Jesus Christ. If You Know Christ Serve Him. We Are
the King's Messengers. Save the Child and Make the Man. Make
a Business of Doing Right for Christ's Sake.

Prof. E. O. Excell had charge of the music. He was assisted

by his son who is an accomplished player on the ballad horn. 'In-

ternational Praise" was the song book used. Mrs. John Lewis

presided at the pipe-organ, and Miss Grace Day at the piano.

More than i.ooo delegates were present from the various Sun-

day-schools of Illinois, ninety-four of the one hundred and two

counties being represented.

The people of Clinton entertained the delegates with hospi-

tality never excelled in the history of the State Association.

The general topic of the convention was "Workers together

with God." From the beginning of the first session to the close

of the convention the Holy Spirit was manifestl}' present. It is

needless to say that all sectarian lines were forgotten. The program

had been carefully prepared : and the delegates gave themselves

to the work in hand with a devotion which was in itself an inspira-

tion.

Among the speakers of special prominence were Rev. John

Potts. D.D., of Toronto. Canada, Chairman of the International

Lesson Committee ; Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner. formerly of Illinois,

but now a field worker of the International Sunday School Asso-

ciation ; and Mr. J. H. Engle. General Secretary of the Kansas

Sundav School Association.



H Illinois Sindav School Convention.

FIRST DAY—MORNING SESSION.

The CDiivcntioii was called to order at 9:30 a. m. 1)\ State Field

Worker, Henry Moser.

"All hail the power of Jesus Name" and "I need Thee every

hour" were sung. Rev. W. P>. Morris of De Kalb offered prayer.

"O, for a thousand tongues to sing" was sung.

Mr. Moser: Our thought is directed to what God has wrought,

not to what we have done, (jod has done great things for us the

last year. There are two essentials this morning : first, brevity

;

secondly, speak to the point. Let us tell what God hath done.

Let us be careful that we do not eliminate from our work the

divine element, hut that we give due credit to Him who leads

us in our work.

Delegates from the various counties responded promptly to Mr.

Moser's call for testimonies. Many of them referred to blessings

wiiich had come to their schools from the observance of Decision

Day. Others referred to the overthrow of saloons in their com-

munities.

"My Jesus, I love Thee," was sung.

OUR WORK FOR GOD AND GOD'S WORK WITH US.

worker's CONEERENCE LEI) I5Y G. W. MILLER.

Mr. Miller:! have been president of Edgar county fifteen

years. God hath wrought more mightily in the salvation of men,

women and children during the past year than in any other year I

have known. God is getting to Himself a great name among the

people. Sometimes I think I catch the spirit of Abraham who was
so jealous for the name of Jehovah. In the conventions it seems

to me that I never heard so many reports of what God hath

wrought.
I recall the memorable words of the Lord Jesus Christ when he

was going up through Samaria : "Say not ye, There are yet four

months, and then cometh harvest? behold I say unto you. Lift up
your eyes, and look on the fields ; for they are white already to

harvest. And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit

unto life eternal ; that lx)th he that soweth and he that reapeth

may rejoice together. And herein is that saying true, One soweth.

and another reapeth. I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed
no labor ; other men labored, and ye are entered into their labors."

I recall what B. F. Jacobs said in one of our Illinois conventions

:

"Jesus Christ lifted up His eyes and saw that great field of need
and then went to His Father; it was in Samaria that Philip had
his great revival, and there the Lord's prayer was answered."
I read these words : "For while one saith, I am of Paul ; and
another, I am of ApoUos ; are ye not carnal? Who then is Paul,

and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as
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the Lord gave to every man? I have planted. Apollos watered;
but God gave the increase. So then neither is he that planteth any-

thing, neither he that watereth ; but God that giveth the increase.

Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one ; and every man
shall receive his own reward according to his own labor.- For we
are laborers together with God

;
ye are God's husbandry, ye are

God's building." O, that Silent Partner in your class and in your
township work ! There is not a county in the State where that

Silent Partner does not work. It is His work. We are co-workers
with Him. It is a wonderful partnership of which the apostle Paul
speaks so frequently. Not long since in Ogle county I was
driving with a county officer, and referring to an adjacent county
and to a man with whom I have been acquainted many years, I said.

"What is the secret of that man's marvelous power in his county?"
This was the answer, "His goodness." It was he and his Silent

Partner. O, our Silent Partner ! He speaks through His word
and by the unction of the Holy Ghost ; but He does not reach the

people until He uses your voice and mine ; when He uses your
voice and mine it is a partnership. O, what a partnership ! I wish
we could behold the face of Him who is in our midst this morning

!

This is to be a great colivention because our Silent Partner is here.

You discouraged officer, when you go to your work think of your
Silent Partner, and something will be done. I turn to the ninth

chapter of Matthew. How He loved the people! "But when he

saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, be-

cause they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no
shepherd." I visited a school one day ; it was on the Sunday when
it was to have been disbanded, but the Silent Partner was there,

and they decided to go on. A week ago Sunday I was there, and
their Sunday-school is averaging over one hundred. Look at that

partnership ! God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Ghost,

and You ! Is there anything that cannot be accomplished with such

a partnership as that? "Then saith he unto his disciples. The
harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few." Every place

we go we are asked, "Where shall we get teachers?" And we
seem to discuss everything but the one thing, "Pray for them."

The Lord Jesus Christ prayed all night before he selected the

twelve. Were you ever in a meeting where teachers were selected

where there was no prayer at all? "Pray ye therefore the Lord
of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvest."

There is not a school that needs teachers, or a county organization

that needs officers, that cannot be heard by Him if we will but go
to Him. He may not send the man you are looking for, but He
knows best. He will^send forth laborers into His harvest. Possibly

the best thing we can do now is to think of our own echool and
its work, and our own township and its work, and talk with Him
about them. He takes men and women whom I would not select

at all ; but, O, His wisdom ! He knows that the likeness of Himself
is in that man. Let us say, "O, Lord, send forth laborers

!"
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I'ravt-r was offered by Mr. Jacobs. ( )ne stanza of "Xcarcr m\-

(iod to thee." was suns^. Sentence prayers were offered all over

the holise.

Mr. Miij.ku: 1 thought we would talk a little while informally.

Is there anybody here who can tell in a sentence about the Home
Department, about the Cradle Roll, about Decision Day? Tell of

anything' so long as it is not a word of discouragement.

Mr. T. J. S roRKV. McLean County : I went into a home in my
own county to speak of religious work, and they said. "We are glad

the Home Department came to our liome; it was the means of our

children starting to the Sunday-school and of father coming into

the church of Jesus Christ."

.A Dkllgxti:. llardin County: Last summer the superintendent

of a school that ran only in the summer time, asked me to come
and hel]) him. I was told there was no use. that the boys would
break it up. T went ; there were about twenty growing boys on
the ouside. jumping and playing ball. This year nearly all those

boys are in the school. I thought I could not handle boys ; I could

not, but God did it.

Mr. Xvmi'HAS Elder. Saline County: .In the city of Harris-

burg we have been handicapped by the saloons, but we have voted

them out by 178 majority. We have a mining town and the felloW'S

that drank voted them out. They put on white ribbons. The
Sabbath-school had to face everything wide open.

Delegates from other counties responded as follows

:

Jaspkr: My prayers are being answered in this res]:)ect. that

we are getting rid of the saloon keepers.

Chami'aicx : I am glad to report a deepening interest in the

Home Department.
Edgar: We are very much encouraged in our work with the

young men. Our young men are in the Sunday-school.
Effin(;ham : ( )ur county has been without a missionary, but

wt^ have a man out working now. and several new schools are the

result.

John.son: We have sixty-two Sunday-schools and no saloons.

Last Sunday we had a convention out in the country and there

were 600 in attendance.

Scott : In my town we have only one saloon and we will get

that out next year. On Decision Day we only had three that decided
for Christ, but they came into the church.

Jkfkerson : The Lord is in our county. We have fourteen

Sunday-schools in Mt. \ ernon township. The Lord has ])ut the

saloons out of Mt. X'ernon. and out of Jefferson county.
Madison : We have tried to make*Sladi.son a star county. C)nc

townshlj) in our county which is a star township has a president

who is seventy-five years old.

Irool'ois: We live in a township. ( )narga. where the saloon
question never comes up. More have come into the churches from
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the Sunday-schools this year than since the town of Onarga
started. One school has 120 Home Department members, and
another 70.

\\^oodford: We have forty-two schools, and we recognized

Decision Day and received 109 into the church this year through
that means.

Mercer : We are making more of the Home Department and of

Decision Day and it is bearing fruit. We all realize that the study

of the Word of God is what brings us to God through Jesus Christ

;

I am a living witness of that. I read the Bible and it brought me
to God through the Savior. In one convention I visited last Sab-
bath the superintendent of the primary department in a country
church reported fifty members in the primary class.

Winnebago : We have a number of Home Departments in our

county. Many of our schools have been observing Decision Day.
Schuyler: This year we began about three or four weeks

before to plan for the observing of Decision Day. If the results,

do not show up largely at the time, you do much good by impress-

ing the idea upon the minds of the teachers. Thirty-five of our
Sunday-school bowed at the altar and sought the Lord, and they

all testified to the saving grace of Jesus Christ. I am glad for the

effect of that work upon our teachers ; we have better teachers

today than ever before.

Logan : We observed Decision Day. and we had seventy-two

at the altar, and forty-two of them united with the church. Once
a month our pastor has all the children who joined the church
stand up and we pray for them and they pray for themselves ; it is

a beautiful service. We have quite a number of Home Departments.

'Count your many blessings," was sung.

Mr. a. H. Mills. Chairman of Executive Committee : We
have present Mayor Harris of this city, who has a word of greeting.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME.
mayor HARRIS.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen: It affords me pleasure

to be here at this time. I am here to discharge a small duty, and
that calls to mind the fact that life is a continuous round of duty,

and where we can discharge the service in the small as well as in

the large duties we should be cheerful to respond and do our best

at the opportune time.

There is something in the proposition that this is a strenuous

life ; that is, it is a material age in which the development of things

material is wonderful ; nevertheless, it is also true that this is a

spiritual age, full of the development of things along the spiritual

side of life. The problem of human life is being better under-

stood as the standard of intelligence is rising and taking hold of

the world.

I appreciate this convention because of its personalitv ; its indi-
2
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viduality; the ends in view to be attained. Its coming is a most

important event in the history of our little city. It is important

not only to our locality but to the State and to the world at large,

for one peculiaritv. and that is its wonderful stride in the direction

of the universal brotherhood of mankind. I understand that this

is a convention in which all the denominations and churches are

blended together in one common effort to try to fix Upon the world

that which the Savior put forth during the greatest part of His

earthly life, the brotherhood of mankind.

Coming as you do from various communities of the great State

of Illinois, makes this one of the most important meetings to my
mind that has been convened since your last annual convention,

and vour annual convention is the most important of all conventions

on account of the ends to be attained and the fellowshi]) that exists

between the various denominations. The great thing to be accom-
plished is to vindicate the teaching of Christ, and the church in-

fluences of the world are co-operating for the advancement of the

spiritual interests of the people.

On behalf of the citizens of this city and of the country round

about. I extend to you a most cordial welcome. We regret that

our city is not more metropolitan and larger so that you could

enjoy more of a city visit, but such as we have we cheerfully tender

it to you. We shall do everything in our power to make your
visit as comfortable as possible.

GREETING FROM PRESIDENT TAYLOR.
Mr. Mills: I received a few days ago this letter:

IMr. a. H. Mills, Chairman.
My Dear Brother:— It seems wise for me to be away in California at-

tending the General Assembly of our church during the sessions of the State

Sunday School Association. I regret this exceedingly for I had anticipated

the Clinton meeting with much joy and pleasure.

1 suppose that in my absence the duty of presiding over the opening
meeting devolves upon you, and I hope you will convey to the Sunday school

hosts gathered there my sincere regret at my enforced absence and my
earnest hope that the session of 1905 shall be the most delightful and profita-

ble in the hi.story of the Association. To this end, may the dear Lord's
abundant presence be with you. enlightening your minds and enlarging
your hearts. Your friend and fellow laborer,

A. R. Taylor.

XoMix.\TiNG Committee. P. P. Laughlin, G. W. Miller, W. P.

Wakeman. Dr. Knapp. and Henry Moser were selected as a nomi-
nating committee.

Rev. S. C. Black, the pastor of the church in which the con-

vention held its sessions, and chairman of the General Committee

of Arrangements for the Convention, on coming forward to make

the announcements, was given a Chautauqua salute.

The Benediction was pronounced by Rev. J. F. Clearwaters of

Bellflower, Illinois.
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FIRST DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

At 2 :oo p. M. there was A Greeting in Song, conducted by

Prof- Excell.

BIBLE STUDY—THE CRUCIFIXION.
W. B. JACOBS.

I know of nothing better for the subject of our thoughts at

this hour than the most momentous event in earth's history, the

event which we shall consider in the lesson on the next Lord's day,

the crucifixion of Christ.

Did Jesus die? It has been said that he did not die but swooned
away and was restored to life and senses again ; that he did not

actually die. None of you will meet that question, I presume

;

that scoffing denial of the death and resurrection of Jesus will not

be heard in your class. I have not put this on the board to raise

the question, but just refer to it as something that has been raised

by carping critics and unbelievers, but is practically given up. It

is recognized that Jesus died and that he rose again from the dead

;

to use his own words, 'T am he that liveth and was dead and be-
hold I am alive forever more."

When did Jesus die? You might answer this question. He died
Friday. April 7, A. D. 30 ; that would be correct but that is not the

thought in my mind. I should answer, "In the fulness of time."

When Jesus came he said. "The time is fulfilled." This world had
waited as long as it could wait in its w'retchedness, in its sin, in its

helplessness ; the world could wait no longer ; and God could wait
no longer ; His heart of love, bending over this sin-cursed world
could wait no longer. O. blessed fullness of time when God's love

met the world's need, and at tremendous sacrifice He gave His son
that man might be redeemed and brought back to God.

Where did Jesus die? We are not sure as to just where Golgotha
was.. The record says the place was near the city. If you go to

Jerusalem you w'ill find the place pointed out within the \valls o:^

the city. It is not the locating of the spot that I have in my thought,
but it is this: 'Tn the city of God ;" in that chosen place which God
had hallowed and set apart, in that place where we would have
thought God would be honored and His .Son accepted, there they
mocked Him and scourged Him and crucified Him.

What a commentary upon earth's holy places ! What a commen-
tary upon earth's holy people ! What a record as to what the heart
of man is anywhere, everywhere, aside from the grace of God. He
is mocked today in the place where He should be honored ; He is

rejected today by the people who should accept Him ; He is cruci-

fied today in efifect, if not in fact, in the places where He should
be welcomed, loved and honored. There is nothing in a place that

makes it holy unless God is there ; and there is no place so dark
and sinful or wretched but that when God comes He makes it

heaven. God's presence is heaven ; His absence hell ; whether in
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the cluirch, or at Jerusalem, or in my heart or yours. Do not let

us say, "Here at least I am safe." We are never safe from sin or

selfishness until God enters and fills the heart and drives the evil

out. It may be in Jerusalem or in Chicago or in Clinton, it is

not a holy place, whatever the name may be. unless sin is cast out

and God is welcomed there.

FJoii' did Jesus dief He died by crucifixion, the most horrible,

dreadful, humiliating death that was known or ever has been
known ; and he died of a broken heart. Xot the nails or the spear

meant so much awful suffering for Him as the fact that He was
rejected by the people He came to save. There was no depth He
did not descend for us ; there was no suffering that He did not

dare for us ; there was no scorning He was not willing to endure
for us. For the joy that was set before Him. the joy of bringing

lost men and women to God, He endured the cross, despising the

shame, and He is now set down on the right hand of God.
]\'hy did Jesus dief Take a few texts. Jesus died to reveal

God's love: John 3:16. To bring us to God: i Peter 3:18. To
bear our sins : i Peter 3 -.24. To obtain redemption for us : Hebrews
9:12. To cleanse us from sin: i John 1:7-9. I call your attention

to the fact that the verb in this last text is in the present tense

;

not that He cleansed us, but that He cleanses; it means that day by
day. year by year, the blood of Jesus Christ goes on cleansing me
from my sins. It is the mighty, blessed present tense that God
uses when He speaks to us ; not something that happened eighteen

hundred years ago, but this very day, that if we walk in the liglit

as He is in the light we have fellowship one with another and the

blood of Jesus Christ goes on cleansing us from sin. As each sin

is revealed, it is cleansed and put away. To make us perfect : He-
brews 12:13, 21. Let us realize that the purpose which God had in

view when He- gave His son, and which Jesus had in view when
He gave His life, was to make us perfect, working in us every

good thing that we may do His will. He is not satisfied with an
incomplete work : if we will let Him have His way He will carry

out His will and He will give us the deliverance our souls cry out

for, that is heart-holiness. To sanctify us: Hebrews io:ro. Sanc-

tify means separate: it is the same word a physician would use

who would amputate my hand from my arm ; separate, put away.

"This is the will of God, even your sanctification." "By which will

we are sanctified by the offering of the body of Christ once for all."

It is not something we do. but something we accept. Some have

said to me. "If I had your attainments I would do this or that."

I have answered, "It is not a question of attainment at all but of

obtai)iinent." It is not something that evolves or develops from

mvself. God gives me His sanctifying spirit, separating me unto

Himself. It is said of the Hebrews that He brought them out that

He might bring them in. If He brings us out from the bondage
and death of sin, it is that He may bring us into the liberty and

light of God. To give us eternal life: i John 5:11. To bring
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us to glory: Hebrews 2:10. The Captain of ovir salvation had to

be made perfect through suffering, and the object was that He
might bring many sons unto glory. To incite us to live a holy

life: 2 Corinthians 5:15. This is the culmination of it all. He
died for all that they which live ''might have an easy time?"

"might get into heaven ?"' O, no ! That they which live might not

henceforth live unto themselves (we have done that long enough)

but unto Him who died for us and rose again. "Shall we continue

in sin that grace may abound ? God forbid ; how can we that are

dead to sin live any longer therein?"

Please turn to the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, the fifth verse,

and let us read it together. (The audience read the verse.) Now
let us read it in the singular number, where it says "our," say

"my," and in the last clause read it, "with His stripes I am healed."

Let us read it slowly, solemnly, as if we were not in a meeting, but

each one by himself, with the thought of the Crucified One before

our eyes: He was ivounded for my transgression. He zms bruised

for my iniquities; the chastisement of my peace zvas upon Him;
and zvith His stripes I am healed.

Mr. Jacobs offered prayer. Prof. Excell led the great audience

in singing, "My Jesus, I love Thee."

REPORT OF XOMIXATIXG COMMITTEE.
P. P. Laughlin : We. the members of the Nominating Com-

mittee after due and careful consideration, in the spirit of prayer,

submit the name of Mr. Henry Moser of La Salle County, as Presi-

dent of the Illinois State Sunday School Convention, and the name
of Mr. W. B. Rundle of Clinton, DeWitt County, as Vice President.

The motion was moved and seconded and prevailed unani-

mously.

Vice Pres. Buxton : I appoint brothers Arnold and Miller to

escort the President-elect to the platform.

When Mr. Aloser appeared with his escort the audience arose

and gave him a Chautauqua salute.

Dr. Buxton : Brother ]Moser, the reward comes to the faithful.

God bless you, my brother.

ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT-ELECT.
MR. HENRY MOSER.

Mr. President, Beloved Fellow Workers; I come before }0u at

this time just as I am. I have not had time to calm my heart or

change my garments. I am sure that this proceeding is altogether

contrary to my wish and my way, the election of myself to the

office of President of this State convention. I trust, however,
that it is in perfect harmony with the will of God. If it is in

harmonv with the will of God, I have no excuse to offer but must
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simply accept this oflfice as not only an office that is within the gift

of the people, but an office to which God has called me at this

time. I fear to disobey the will of God. I feel that every Chris-

tian man and Christian woman ought to be anxious to give God His
rightful place in the life. When we have given God His rightful

place in our hearts and in our lives we will find our rightful place

in the world ; I have reason to believe that we will never find our
rightful place in the world until we have given God his rightful

place in our hearts and lives. I am satisfied with the will of God.
I thiink you for this honor. There are but few persons in this

congregation who can sympathize with me at this time in my feel-

ings, excepting those who have preceded me in this office. If I

were to give expression to my feeling, I would have to say that

I feel as if the whole world is upon my heart and shoulders. I am
glad to know that I am in the midst of friends : in the midst of
those who have often prayed for us as field workers, and of those
who are praying one for another. I want to exjiress my most
thorough appreciation of the honor you have conferred upon me,
and I promise you that I shall preside over the deliberations of this

convention, not as beautifully and efficiently as Dr. Taylor pre-

sided last year, but the best that Moser can. I know that I will

have your sympathy and prayers, and this encourages me very
much.

I believe we have come to this convention for a fourfold pur-

pose. We are here for rcvicti'. We reviewed some work this

morning. I wish at this moment we might go back over the year

and review our own individual Christian lives; what have we been?
what have we done? This is a time of review. I presume I have
before me quite a number of Sunday-school teachers : what has
been your life and teaching? I have before me many township and
county officers and Sunday-school superintendents and pastors. I

feel deeply on this subject : and when I ask you to review your own
lives I want to say that that is the very thing I have been doing
since I came to this State convention.

We are also here for survey. We should survey our possibili-

ties as Christians in Jesus Christ; our privileges in Jesus Christ;

the opportunities that lie before us as Christian workers ; the possi-

bilities as we come in contact with the lives of men and women on
every hand ; our possibilities as Sunday School teachers. I would
like to make an application of a passage of Scripture given this

morning by brother Miller : "Say not ye. There are four months,
and then cometh harvest? behold I say unto you. Lift up your
eyes, and look on the fields ; for they are white already to harvest."

I would say to the Sunday-school teachers here today and to the

primary teachers, to the teachers who have had discouragements
during the year. "Lift up your eyes and look into the future lives

of the boys and girls whom you are teaching, and see the wonderful
possibilities in their lives. Lift up your eyes and see these boys
and girls as they go to the homes where they live and as they
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go forth from the homes to the city and into business and poHtical

Hfe ; Hft up your eyes and look out upon the fields—upon the

wonderful possibilities lying- before you as Sunday-school teachers.

We are here for instruction. I believe we are going to receive

a good deal of instruction. We are here, lastly, but not least for

inspiration. There is inspiration in the splendid hymns and in

the numbers present ; but the inspiration we want is the inspiration

that will abide with us when we leave this convention, and that

will go with us during the coming year in all our work, in our
hard battles and difficulties—the inspiration that comes from the

indwelling of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and lives. I pray God
to make this one of the most spiritual conventions we have
ever had. As I have gone up and down the State and seen the

difficulties and realized how hard it is to suggest a method by which
the difficulties could be overcome, my one prayer has been, "O,
that God might make the people willing everywhere to open their

hearts and let the Holy Spirit of power and wisdom come in, and
then give them willing hearts to obey the voice of the Spirit, and
thus equip them with spiritual power for the work to which they
are called." This is my prayer for this convention.

I again thank you for the honor you have conferred upon me.
This is something I never dreamed of. I have been perfectly con-

tent to go up and down the State trying to help the workers. With
your kind indulgence, prayers and hearty co-operation I assume
the lesponsibilities of this office, praying that God may make this

convention a great spiritual uplift to the Sunday-school work in

this State, and may this inspiration go with us during the year,

and may there be the constant infilling of the Holy Spirit every dav
for the duties that lie before us. This is my prayer.

No. 94, "The Glory Song," was sung.

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
A. H. MILLS, CHAIRMAN.

Dear Fellow Workers: Another year of sowing and reaping
has come and gone, it has been a year of very great privilege and
opportunity—of success and failure, of joy and sorrow, to most
of us. As we look back over its days, now fading into the past,

we can see the hand of our Gracious Father leading us in life's

pathway, and we cling a little closer to Him as the shadows
lengthen and the twilight deepens.

GONE home.

We are sorry to note the death of Dr. E. C. Hewitt, president
of State Association in 1877. He was prominently identified with
the educational work of our State and Nation, and yet during his

life even to his death was actively engaged in teaching the precious
Word of God in the Sabbath-school. He passed to his eternal rest,

March 31st, 1905, and "his works do follow him."
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THE year's work.
The General Secretary, Treasurer and Secretaries of the various

Departments will each give a detailed report oi the year's work, to

which we refer and urc^e very careful consideration and hearty

co-operation in makings our work more effective the coming year.

The Field Workers have reported to your Committee their work
and we submit the summary as follows:

Mr. George W. Miller has attended twenty-seven County Con-
ventions as follows: Carroll. Stephenson. Cass. Knox, ^lason.

Macoupin, Clark. McDonough, Peoria, Schuyler. Hancock. Law-
rence, Marion, Saline, Franklin, Edwards, Champaign, Moultrie.

Edgar, Livingston, Logan, Ford, Kendall, Grundy, White, Kan-
kakee and Ogle. He has conducted four one-day Institutes in eight

counties as follows : Moultrie, McDonough, Fayette, Adams, Kan-
kakee, Greene, Ogle and Clark. One two-day Institute in Effing-

ham County, two five-day Institutes in Logan and \'"ermilion

Counties ; one six-day Institute in Edgar County ; one seven-day
Institutes (two series) in Champaign County, and one eight-day

Institutes (two series) in Macoupin County; four two-day Insti-

tutes, Livingston two, ^IcHenry one and the city of Danville one—

'

making sixty-nine Institutes in sixteen different counties ; special

meetings attended at Normal, Clinton and Vermilion Grove, sev-

eral conferences held in behalf of the State Work.
Mr. Arthur T. Arnold has attended twenty-seven County Con-

ventions as follows: Rock Island, Will, Adams, Calhoun, Christian.

Crawford. Johnson, Hamilton. Iroquois, Pulaski, Alexander, L'nion.

Gallatin, Montgomery, Kane, Whiteside, Clark, Douglas, Pike. Bond.
.Shelby, Hardin, DuPage, Randolph, Perry, Pope and St. Clair. He
has conducted four one-day Institutes in eleven counties as follows

:

\Miiteside, Rock Island, St. Clair, Will, Crawford, Wabash, Scott,

]^IcLean, Douglas, Perry and Calhoun ; one Primary Institute in

DuPage County and one ten-day Institute in DeWitt County, mak-
ing a total of fifty-five. He has spent two weeks doing special

work under the direction of the General Secretary, and attended

six other Sunday School gatherings and delivered addresses.

Mr. Henry Moser has attended twenty-five County Conven-
tions as follows : Woodford, Tazewell, McLean, Henry, Putnam,
Monroe, Scott, Morgan, Brown, Marshall, Macon, Jo Daviess.

Washington, Clay. Wayne. Madison. Warren, Winnebago, Mercer.

Henderson, Boone, Lake, DeWitt, Stark and Woodford. He has

conducted two two-day Institutes in the Counties of Winnebago and
Sangamon ; two three-day Institutes in the Counties of \\'arren:

^lason. Christian, DeKalb, Woodford, Lake, Cass and Washington:
ofie five-day Institute in Peoria County and one six-day Institute

in LaSalle County, making a total of fifty-three. He assisted in

the Summer Schools in Christian and DeWitt Counties : special

meeting at Alton : Graduating Exercises in Dixon ; three Town-
ship Conventions, and one Sunday School meeting in connection

with the Ottawa Chautauqua. He spent six days in the interest
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of finances in LaSalle County, and one week in ^Morgan County,

and a special meeting- of Field Workers in Chicago.

Mr. Charles E. Schenck has attended twenty-two County
Conventions as follows : Bureau, Lee, McHenry, Fulton, Greene.

Jersey, Menard, Piatt, Coles, Cumberland, Edgar, Vermilion.

Effingham, Fayette, Jasper, Richland, Clinton, Jackson, Jeflferson.

Wabash, Massac, and Williamson. He attended nine township con-

ventions in Edgar, one in Coles and eight in Cook. He, after seven

years of faithful service as a Field Worker, tendered his resigna-

tion on November 15, and was elected as Secretary of the Home
Department. All of these meetings of the Field Workers have been

full of earnest seekers after helpful information and showing ?.

deeper interest in better work.
The President, General Secretary and members of your Com-

mittee have attended conventions, conferences and special meet-

ings at various points during the year, the details of which we
will not take time to mention.

DECISION DAY.

"He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall

doubtless come again with rejoicing bringing his sheaves with
him." In how many schools and classes has this blessed truth been
fulfilled during the past year ! An editorial in The Pilgrim Teacher
some months ago struck a chord that found a response in the heart

of your Committee, and we insert a portion of it and pray that

it may have your careful and prayerful consideration

:

"The Church is at the beginning of a new era of conquest for Christ,

the Hke of which has never been known. We have come ahnost without
knowing it into the midst of a great revival—a revival of the teaching
function of the Church. This revival will be more far-reaching in its influ-

ence than those of Whitefield and Finney and Moody. We are waking up
to the fact that the Church has been spending nine-tenths of its energy in

cultivating the part of the field that produced laut one-tenth of its harvest.

The j^ears that are fruitful in conversions are those before twenty, not after,

and eighty-three per cent of the Church membership comes out of the

Sunday-school—and yet the Church of Christ has been spending more money
on its choir than it has on its Sunday-school. The world can never be won
in any such way. The Church has been criminally negligent. The work that

pays, and the work that is going to occupy first place in the Church of the

future, is the work for children. The Catholics have not been so strangely
blind on this point as we have. Dr. Charles E. Jefferson is quoted as saying.********* 'Rome goes on her conquering way
because she knows the value of a child.'"

"But the change is coming and coming swiftly, and those of us who are

laboring in the Sunday-school now will live to see the work we love occupy-
ing not second or third or fourth place in the interests of the Church, but
first,—without rival. It is with this conviction that the magazine begins the

new year. It congratulates Sunday-school workers on being Sunday-school
workers. Theirs is the grandest mission in the world—and the future is

with them."

As Decision Day is better understood, and the plans for its

observance are born and carried out in a spirit of earnest prayer,

it is more highly prized both by pastor and people and the results
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inuch more satisfactory. Two errors should be guarded against:

first, Want of prayerful preparation for weeks and even months
beforehand ; second, Want of patient and loving care in developing
Christian character in the daily lives of those accepting Jesus Christ
as a personal Savior. Our hearts go up to the Master in thanks-
giving for the hundreds, aye, thousands who have given their hearts

of Him as the results of this day during the past year, and yet our
heart-cry goes out for the very many who have refused to admit
the Christ-life; who are saying, "Go thy way for this time, at a
more convenient season I will call for thee." Oh, friends, will

we not this coming year put ourselves into the Master's keeping to

be used of him in reaching the unsaved thousands all about us?

children's day.

The Merry Children's Day is full of sunshine, flowers, bright
faces and happy hearts. Its coming is always a delight. This day
should be made as bright and cheery as possible. This day is fre-

quently the occasion of promotion or graduation from one depart-
ment to another. If time, thought and prayer are bestowed upon
it. the exercises become very impressive, and make a blessed
memory, whose influence will be a benediction in all the after life.

rally day.

Too many of us are willing to simply let the scholars come to

us. Not enough of us have caught the spirit of the Master when
he said, "Go out into the highways and hedges and compel them
to come in that my house may be filled." Too many of our Schools
are satisfied with having an enrollment of lOO, 200, 300 or 500,
when with the proper effort we should have 600, 800 or 1,000.

When will we be as wise as the children of this generation?

When we are wise enough to take the modern business methods
of co-operation, push, energy and tact and apply them, baptized by
the Holy Ghost, into out Sunday-school work, then shall the day
of the Lord appear, when "They that wait upon the Lord shall

renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings as eagles

;

they shall run, and not be weary ; and they shall walk and not

faint." When we make the Lord's business, our business—when we
give the Sunday-school its proper place, its proper consideration,

its proper assistance and its proper support, when ive do our full

and complete part then our blessed land "shall be filled with the

knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea."

men's classes.

If President Taylor is right in his definition of the Sunday-

-

school, "The Church at Work." and your Committee believes he
IS, and as this truth is better understood then will be realized more
fully Dr. Vincent's idea, "The Church Teaching and Studying the

Word of God." This last of the great departmental work of the

school, the men, warm hearted, going out and bringing in the men,
by heart to heart contact, and interesting tJiem in Bible Study and
in each other, is marching forth with mighty strides ; those who
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have caught its spirit, who bring to this blessed work the sanie

devotion and consecration that they put into their daily toil, aye,

they make it their business seven days every zveek to enlarge the

army of the wearers of the little red button with its pure white
center, indicating the heart-life cleansed by the blood of Jesus
Christ, will soon put this branch of our work in the fore-front

where it belongs. Secretary Shaw said some months ago in a

public address in Washington

:

•'The Bible is not now taught in the public schools, and I am not here
to say it ought to be taught there. I am here to speak of something else.

In our busy life it is not taught in our homes. The head of the family ought
to be a priest. Now the Bible is seldom read and less frequently taught.

"It is seldom taught in the pulpit. Not that there is not biblical teach-
ing, not that I am criticising the ministry. I don't want you to go away and
say that I am criticising. Take up a paper on Sunday and see what the
sermons are to be about. You will learn much about salvation and the plan
for redemption if you listen to sermons, but you will not know much about
the Bible if you depend upon getting your knowledge of it from the pulpit.

The only place on this earth where the Bible is taught is in the Sunday-
school.

"You will find much good Christianity lying around unhoused. ISIost of
these men learned it in the Sunday-school. If I may ot¥er a suggestion to
you, it would be, Do not make the Sunday-school an adjunct to the
church; make it a part of the church. If I had my way the expenses of the
Sunday-school would ccme out of the general church fund.

"We make a mistake in thinking the Sunday-school is' intended for
children and women; it is a place for men, too. Let me say the best Sunday-
schools I know are managed by men. Get men to teach the boys. I would
prefer this to having girls and women do the teaching. I don't mean beings
who dress like men, but those who are recognized in the community as men,
the business men and members of congress. I have known many a boy who
got sick because he wanted to be like a man. Boys like to do what men do.

"Get into the Sunday-school. There will begin a line of study that

develops your life. Get out of the rut."

The above vigorous and pointed statement by Secretary Shaw
plainly shows that he has pronounced opinions on practical religious

matters as well as finance.

TEACHER TRAINING AND TRAINING SCHOOLS.

Three of the great factors in the Sunday-school are the Teacher,
the Scholar and the Book. It is the Teacher's business to transform
the knowledge of that Book into the living, acting flesh and blood
of the scholar. How is this to be done? It is said of Charles Sptir-

geon. that mighty preacher of God. that he did not begin the active

preparation of his sermons till Friday morning ; but all day Monday,
Tuesday. Wednesday and Thursday he was pouring over the old
Book, studying its great teachings, absorbing its precious truths,

transforming them into flesh and blood, into a living epistle known
and read of men—all this for Charles Spurgeon. When this was
done it was an easy matter to prepare the sermon Friday for Sab-
bath morning, and Saturday for Sabbath evening. Then when he
came to deliver those sermons he went from his knees into his pulpit

panoplied by the Holy Spirit, and no wonder that his message was
one of living fire and power. So the teacher must first stud}- the
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Book for himself, then take the thinj^^s of God fresh and hot from
his inmost soul and pour them into the scholar-life in his class.

The County Summer Training Schools held in several counties

have brouj^ht great blessings to those counties and to all who have
attended.

The Fourth International District Summer Training School at

Winona Lake begins August 7th and closes August 19th.

under such efficient instructors as Dr. H. M. Hamill, Marion
Lawrance, Mrs. H. L. Hill, Mrs. H. M. Hamill.
Mrs. Lamoreaux, Miss Clara L. Ewalt of Ohio. Miss
Florence E. Darnell of Penn.. Dr. W. W. White, N. Y., Dr. E. S.

Lewis, Ohio. Miss Alice Jacobs, General Secretaries W. B. Jacobs.

111., Alfred Day, Alich.. Joseph Clark. Ohio, E. A. Fox, Ky.. and
W. E. Halpenny, Ind. The first week is devoted to elementary work
and designated Elementary Section, and the Advanced Section the

second week. Winona Lake is a beautiful place in northern Indiana.

Its spiritual atmosphere is most refining and uplifting: no more
restful and helpful place could be secured for an outing, and the

expense for the two weeks' session would not exceed S20 to $25.

Last year the enrollment was 406 representing 30 States and Prov-
inces and this year the attendance should be greatly increased. Your
Committee would urge loyalty to the local summer schools, but also

remind you that the Winona School is also Our School, and we
should be also loyal to it, and if possible get several from each
County to attend the School at Winona.

The Pastors are feeling the importance of trained teachers, and
in several parts of the States the Pastors' Associations are taking

hold of this matter and Teacher-Training Classes are being formed.
Within a few weeks the Pastors' Association of Springfield re-

quested the General Secretary to send Mrs. H. L. Hill. Mr. Moser
and your chairman to Springfield for a two-day conference and the

organization of a Teacher Training Class in the City of Springfield

and the reorganization of the Township and County Work in San-
gamon County.

HOXEST RECORDS.

Your Committee is deeply impressed by the report that your
General Secretary will make. That it states the exact truth as

shown by the reports sent by the Counties, or the lack of them.

we have not the least doubt. Have not some of us been more inter-

ested in placing "our county" among "the stars" than we have about

getting the honest and exact enrollment first, and then paying the

two cents per member to place "our county in the star list?" It

is much easier to guess at the enrollment and be sure that the guess

is low enough so that our money will hold out and we will not have
to go down into our pockets to pay to have a "star" placed in front

of our County. Some schools take the average attendance and base

their offering on that, and your Committee is forced to the belief

that in some schools no record at all is kept of either the class or

school enrollment.
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Before we can hope to secure honest and accurate statistics we
must see to it that such record is kept in every school where it is

possible. On the importance of our statistics and offerings we de-

sire to emphasize what the General Secretary has said, and what
we said one year ago upon this topic and urge all county and town-
ship officers to see to it that correct records are kept in all of your
schools for the next year, and correct statistics are sent in time

to the County Secretary, so that they may be gotten into the hands
of the General Secretary on time.

Some of us don't keep in mind the relation of the Association

to the individual school. The following quotation from the Ken-
tucky Reporter illustrates this point

:

'There are a few antique and benighted Sunday-school workers who
look upon the Association as a rank outsider, and who want to know why it

can't let them alone. They do not want any one to disturb their peaceful
slumbers. 'What business has the Sunday School Association got, anyway,
coming around prying into our affairs?' they ask. 'We can run our own
Sunday-school without any help from outside.'

"

But the truth of the matter is, the Sunday School Association

is not on the outside, it is an insider. It is simply an Association

of all schools and all Sunday-school workers for mutual benefit.

You belong to it, and it belongs to you. I heard a story lately about
a darkey who stole a turkey from his master. It was in slave

times, before the war. His master accused him of it. "No, Marse
John," said Sam. "I declar' I didn't steal dat turkey, I done tuk
dat tu'key, but I didn't steal it." "What do you mean, you black

rascal?" "Well, Marse John, I belong to you, don't I?" "Yes."
"An' dat tu'key belongs to you?" "Yes." "Well, Marse John,
I done tuk dat tu'key an' et it, but you a'n't lose anything. We
both belongs to you. You done got less tu'key, but you got more
da'key, dat is all." So you never lose anything by what you do
for the Association, for the Association belongs to you as well as

the Sunday-school.
Unless we belong to that small class who "know it all," it does

us good to get together once in a while to swap ideas. Lawyers
have their conventions, doctors, bankers, millers and bakers have
their conventions, why should not Sunday-school workers also get
together to compare notes ?

The Sunday-school work would not be what it is today were it

not for these Associations, conventions and conferences. New
methods are devised, information is disseminated, enthusiasm is

aroused and the individual Sunday-school is the direct gainer.

THE ELEVENTH INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION.

The Eleventh International Sunday-school Convention will meet
in the City of Toronto, Canada, June 23-27, 1905, and Illinois is

entitled to 108 delegates. This promises to be the greatest Inter-

national Convention ever held, and it will be a great privilege to

attend it. Your Committee believing that the delegates to this

convention should be selected with great care so that the greatest
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blessing^ shall come back to our work. ai)i)ointed a coniniittec during-

the year to canvass this matter very carefully and make such re-

commendations in relation thereto to this convention as it should

deem wise. When we remember that we have 102 counties and but

108 delegates to appoint we can readily see that there must be care

shown in this selection.

THE TRUMPET CALE.

Your Committee desires to emphasize all that we said in our
report one year ago about The Trumpet Call. It is our representa-

tive going out each month fresh from the loving, praying heart of

our beloved Secretary Jacobs, and if we would read it in the same
spirit that he prepares and sends it to us. a very great blessing would
come to us and our work. Let us try it one year.

THE NEXT convention.

It will be your duty to designate the place for the convention
next year, and we remind you of the gentle hint you received from
Northern Illinois at ]\Iattoon for the Convention of 1906.

HOME DEPARTMENT.

During the year Mr. C. E. Schenck resigned as one of our Field

Workers and was chosen as Secretary of the Home Department, and
has taken hold of the work with great earnestness and is already

in touch with the many local departments in the various Counties.

He attended and addressed the Cook County Convention and so

deeply impressed were they with the work that they arranged to

put a County Home Department Secretary at once to work.

TEMPERANCE DEPARTMENT.

During the year the Department of Temi)erance was created,

as requested by the last convention, and Mrs. M. P. Stevens was
selected as its Secretary for the balance of the year or until this

Convention. She is a woman of ability and intensity and is throw-

ing her whole soul into the work.

NEW MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

You should select five members of the Executive Committee
in the places of Brothers F. A. Wells, L. B. Vose, H. R. Clissold.

John Farson and A. H. Mills, each for a term of three years, and
one to fill the vacancy of C. C. Miles for one year. You should also

select one person to represent this State, as a member of the Inter-

national Executive Committee for three years ; one person to

serve on the Nominating Committee, one j^erson to serve as Wcq
President, and one to act as the Chairman of the delegation from
Illinois, all to serve at the Toronto Convention.

In conclusion we desire to remind you that you are engaged in

the greatest work in the world today. The Sunday-school is the

only institution today to which society looks, or can look for the

moral and religious training of childhood. We wish to bear testi-

mony to the splendid service rendered during the year by our Field

Workers, the General Secretary and his Assistants, the fidelity of
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County and Township Officers, the hearty and loving sympathy and
helpfulness of pastors, superintendents, teachers and scholars, in

fact everyone who has had any part in making the year's work
a success. The reward is yours. "Say well is good, but do well

is far better." We ask you to catch the sentiment of the following

lines from Miss Havergal and to make them the key to the coming
vear's service and if we do what a glorious harvest will the Master

have.

Lord, speak to me, that I may speak
In living echoes of Thy tone

;

As Thou hast sought so let me seek
Thy erring children, lost and lone.

Oh, lead me. Lord, that I may lead

The wandering and the wavering feet

;

Oh, feed me. Lord, that I may feed
Thy hungering ones with manna sweet.

Oh, teach me. Lord, that I may teach

The precious things thou dost impart

;

And wing my words that they may reach

The hidden depths of many a heart.

Oh, give Thine own sweet rest to me.
That I may speak with soothing power

A word in season, as from Thee,
To weary ones in needful hour.

Oh, fill me with Thy fullness. Lord,
Until my very heart o'erflow

In kindling thought and glowing word.
Thy love to tell. Thy praise to show.

Oh, use me. Lord, use even me.
Just as Thou wilt, and when, and where.

Until Thy blessed face I see,

Thy rest, Thy love. Thy glory share.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

1. We recommend that the Executive Committee be authorized to fill

all vacancies that may occur during the year.

2. That the Special Committee appointed by your Executive Committee
be continued until after the meeting of the International Convention and

that said Special Committee be authorized to fill all vacancies in said dele-

gation to the International Convention.

3. We recommend that a Temperance Department be created and it be

in charge of a Special Committee of three, the chairman of which shall be

a member of the Executive Committee.

4. We recommend that the Special Committee feature on the Teacher

Training, Primary, Home, Glen's and Temperance Departments be continued

and that these respective Committees be nominated and elected the same a?

other officers of this Convention. That said Special Committees shall consist

of three members and the secretary, one selected from the Executive Com-
mittee, and the other two from the workers at large.

A. H. Mills, Chairman.

H. O. Stone, Secretary.
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A Personal Word.
And now, dciir friends, a personal word from your Chairman.

—

I desire to thank you one and all, and through you, every Sunday-
school worker in this great State for your loyal, loving and splendid

co-operation and support during the last three years, ever since

the translation of that splendid man of God, B. F. Jacobs. I am
painfully conscious of my own shortcomings—my lack of ability to

meet tlie requirements of this very responsible i)osition at the head

of the Sunday-school hosts of Illinois. You have been so charitable,

so loving and forgiving that to serve you has been my highest

pleasure. Many of you know that a very great sorrow came into

my life within the past year. While I have been in the deep

waters I have felt that I have had your earnest prayers that I

might be guided in the darkness. I personally feel that it is due
you and the work that a new chairman be elected by this Conven-
tion. One who will have more time at his disposal, than it will

be possible for me to give. One whose life continually speaks

a good word for Jesus Christ. One whose "endurement must be

above his equipment," and one whose "heart heat is above head bril-

liancy." There are many such men in the Association who can

till this position much better than I have filled it. Business men
of large experience and capacity who would prove a great impetus

to the Association, and give it a standing in the business world to

a greater degree than it is possible for me to do. It is that the

Sunday-school forces of Illinois shall be put into the best possible

condition to make the most aggressive campaign ever made for

taking Illinois for Christ that I plead today.

My earnest prayer to the loving Father is that He shall guide

you in the selection of a Chairman and when so elected,

that we, one and all. shall give him the same loving, prayerful co-

operation and support that you have given me.
''The Lord bless thee, and keep thee ; The Lord make His face

to shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee ; The Lord lift up
His Countenance upon thee ; and give thee peace," is my parting

benediction to each and every one of you. Your friend,

A. H. Mills.

Mr. Jacobs : I do not think that any committee can act upon
this report so well as this convention can. There are no recom-
mendations in it that are not clearly before you, no difficult prob-

lems to solve, and, unless there is objection, 1 move that the report

with its recommendations be accepted and approved, except the

personal recommendation by Brother Mills. I have consulted with

other members of the Executive Committee and with other workers'

connected with this Association, and it is the sentiment of one
and all that the call of our beloved Brother Mills to the chairman-
ship of this committee was not only a call from my beloved brother,

who designated him as his successor, but a call from God himself.

I also move that we declare it to be the sense of this convention,

that Brother Mills shall continue under the blessing of God to
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serve us as chairman of the Executive Committee during the com-
ing year.

This motion was duly seconded.

Rev. W. B. Morris: As I understand it, the first part is the

report of the committee, and the second part is a personal word.

Would it not be more proper to consider them separately?

Mr. Jacobs: Let the motion first be on the acceptance and the

adoption of the report of the Executive Committee.

On the motion being put, the report of the Executive Commit-

tee was unanimously adopted. The second part of Mr. Jacobs

motion was then put, and it unanimously prevailed, a rising vote

being taken.

President Moser offered prayer.

Dr. C. C. Miller: In the course of that report a sentiment was
expressed which, although not among the recommendations, I shall

be glad to see emphasized and endorsed by this convention in the

form of a recommendation ; therefore I offer the following : Re-
solved that it is the recommendation of this convention that so

far as possible the expenses of the Sunday-school should come
out of the treasury of the church.

Pres. Moser: There is no committee to which this recommen-
dation can be referred ; hence it is before this convention. What
will you do with it?

!Mr. Jacobs : I move that this resolution, and all resolutions

that come before this convention be referred to our Executive

Committee and returned to us from them.

Dr. Miller seconded the motion and it was adopted,

\\'. P. Wakeman : One of the members of the Nominating
Committee has beert promoted : and in his place I recommend R.

G. Ardrey of Washington County.

It was so ordered by the convention.

REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY.
W. B. JACOBS.

Beloved Friends and Fellozv Workers:
At the close of another year of blessed fellowship in the work of

our Illinois Sunday School Association, we come together to review

the past and to plan for the future. The retrospect is not altogether

satisfactory as far as we are concerned, for well we know that we
have not lived and worked up to the measure of our privilege and
opportunity ; but when we consider what great things the Lord hath

done for us, we may well thank God and take courage.

I have been greatly hindered in making out my statistical report

from the fact that some of our county secretaries, not fully acquaint-

ed with all the facts regarding the condition of the Sundav-school
3
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work in their counties, have ahnost insisted that the General Secre-

tary should accept their incomplete reports, and include them in his

annual statistical report. The printing of my tabulated report was
therefore delayed until I could bring this matter to the attention of

our Executive Committee and secure their action as to my duty in

such cases. By the Committee's instructions, all such reports are

held in abeyance until a thorough canvass shall be made to secure

complete and accurate statistics and the figures of former years will

be used as to schools and membership until such canvass has been

made.

Correct Statistics lie at the basis of all our work. We must
know what has already been done in order to know what remains

undone, and we must know what remains to be done before we can

make plans for the doing of it. During the past few years there

seems to have grown into the practice if not into the belief of many,
some such a sentiment as this, "let us take care of our own, no mat-

ter what becomes of the others." You will deem it profane to say,

"the devil take the rest," but would it not be less profane to use these

words in a careless way, than, by neglecting our duty to the chil-

dren and youth of our State, to leave them outside of our schools.

outside of the teaching and training which makes for righteousness,

surrounded by evil companions and evil influences, inhere the devil

is sure to get them?
There can be no heresy so great as the heresy of selfishness,

which makes us satisfied with doing that which is easy and con-

venient, that which calls for little self-sacrifice, while scores and
hundreds in the counties and townships where we live are yet un-

reached, unsaved, unblest. Well will it be for the cause of Christ

in Illinois when every County and Township Officer shall read and
meditate each dav upon the words of Jesus. Matt. 18:14, "IT IS

NOT THE WILL OF YOUR FATHER' WHICH IS IX
HEAVEN THAT ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES SHOULD
PERISH," and shall then kneel before Him in the secret place of

prayer and say with a true heart : Heaz'enly Father, I feel just as

you do about this matter, and by thy grace I will ivork this day, this

iveek, this year, and zvill keep working until there is not a boy or

girl or young person or old person in my township or county zvho

has not been invited to Sunday School and a Sunday School provid-

ed for them to attend.

You will agree with me that we cannot know how many are

OUTSIDE of Sunday School until we know how many are ix our.

schools ; therefore you will appreciate my persistent eflforts to secure

statistics, correct statistics, complete statistics from every county
in Illinois. Now permit me to give you a "glance behind the

scenes" while I tell you of some responses which I receive (or fail

to receive) from county secretaries : One secretary who has been
continued in office year after year has sent no report whatever for

the past two years. Another, who also has been kept in office for
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several years writes : "I see no use for statistics, and have no time
to gather them.'' The secretary of one of our well organized coun-
ties printed his report at the time of their convention last fall, giving

names of eight or nine schools from which no report had been re-

ceived. Six months afterward, when I wrote for a "complete re-

port," he sent the same printed sheet, indicating that during all these

months no determined effort had been made to secure the missing
reports. Another sent a report showing a loss of 900 in member-
ship. When I returned the report for correction, the county presi-

dent took the matter in hand and after some weeks I received a cor-

rected report showing a gain of 100 in membership instead of a loss

of 900. Others write : "I have done the best I could," or 'T don't

believe your previous report was correct."

Some seem offended that I am not willing to accept their partial

reports as complete, but I reply : "It would be untruthful and dis-

honest for me to publish as complete, a report from your county
which I am convinced is incomplete ; I cannot do it." An illustra-

tion may make my position clear to all : Last year the new secre-

tary of St. Clair County wrote me that he had taken counsel of

other S. S. workers, and all agreed that my figures (75 schools with

a membership of 7,316) were far too high, and by his request I

printed his figures: 57 schools with 5,796 members, an apparent loss

of 18 schools and 1,520 members. During the past year this faith-

ful secretary, Mr. E. E. Strother, has been at work ; and behold the

result! He now reports 79 schools with a membership of 10,038

which is 22 more schools and 4,242 more members than he reported

last year, and over 2,500 more members than I had reported two
years ago.

Doubtless in some counties there has been a decrease of schools

or membership or both ; the probable reason being : ( i ) In our
eagerness for "improved methods" in the well-to-do schools, the

needy fields have been overlooked or neglected; or (^2) we are un-

willing to give time and make sacrifice for those who do not appre-

ciate our efforts in their behalf. Brethren, these things ought not
so to be ! Let us arouse ourselves to the doing of unpleasant work
for our Master Let us draw near to Him who is "not willing that

one of these little ones should perish" and continv.:e wnth Him day by
day until we are one with Him in spirit and desire and purpose;
then go forth to invite and constrain and win for Him those who are

now unreached and uncared for by our Sunday-schools.
Specially do I ask and urge all county officers to leave nothing

undone to secure fresh reports from all schools before their next

annual convention, and thus aft'ord their secretaries the satisfac-

tion of presenting a complete report at that time. Let us make it

our business this year: (i) To secure an accurate report from every
school now in operation. (2) To organize schools in every needy
district, so that it can truly be said : "We have a Sunday-school
within reach of every boy and girl and ever}- man and woman in

Illinois."
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Reports Received. Fresh reports have been received from 96
counties, 78 of which are complete. From 18 counties partial re-

ports have been received. From 6 counties no report whatever.

Reports from 20 counties show a gain of schools, while from 40
counties there appears to be a loss of schools. Reports from 40
counties show a gain in membership, while from 36 a loss is shown.

As, however, the reports from many counties are incomplete. I am
not able to give an accurate statement of the relative loss or gain.

The three counties which show the largest gain in schools are: St.

Clair, Hamilton, Fulton and Fayette. The three counties which

show the largest gain in membership are Cook, St. Clair and Coles.

Schools and Membership.

The number of schools reported is 7.815. a decrease of 63. The
total membership is 794,160, an increase of 2,418. Six counties

show a gain in membership of over 500 each ; seven -counties report

a loss in membership of 500 or more. The average loss, however,

throughout our State is greater than the average gain, and a loss

would have been shown in our total membership but for the great

gain of 4,242 in St. Clair County, to which reference has already

been made.
Banner Counties. According to reports received thus far, we

have 17 counties in our Banner List this year, the same as last year.

The list for the present year comprises DnPage, Knox, Fulton. Taze-

well, Henderson, McDonough, Warren, Mason, Menard, DeWitt,

Macon, Cumberland, Fayette, Bond, White, Hardin and Johnson.

Those italicised were not on our banner list last year. Of the others,

Macon has been a Banner County for 8 years; Mason. 5 years;

Cumberland, 3 years ; Knox, 2 years ; Fulton, 2 years ; Fayette, 2

years ; Hardin, 2 years
;
Johnson, 4 years. The following counties

which were on our Banner List last year are not Banner Counties

this year: McLean, Brown. Schuyler, Greene, Clinton, Montgom-
ery, Edgar, Marion, Wabash. In some of these counties there has

been a loss in schools or membership. In others the failure to be a

Banner County is because not all townships have held conventions

during the past year.

Home Departjnoits. Reports from 88 counties show 1,053

Home Departments with a membership of 35,492. In 8 other coun-

ties not reported this year, there were last year 21 Home Depart-

ments with a membership of 480. If, as we may reasonably hope,

these unreported counties have the same membership as last year,

we now have in 96 counties 1.074 Home Departments with a total

membership of 35,972, a gain since last year of 100 Departments and

3,343 members.
Conventions. County Conventions have been held in each of

our 102 counties. The number of Township Conventions reported

is 1,405, an increase of 85 over last year.

Teachers' Meetings, Training Classes, Etc. The number of

Teachers' Meetings reported is i.ioi, a gain of 35 over last year.
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The number of Teacher-Training Classes will be reported by Mrs.
Northrop. Forty-one counties have sent reports to me. showing
that 3,717 students are pursuing a Teacher-Training Course. Fifty-

seven counties report a Cradle Roll membership of 17,880. Forty-

eight counties report that 938 schools observed Decision Day. Forty-

seven counties report 1,259 separate rooms for Primary Classes.

Additions to Church and Benevolent Contributions. Ninetv-
three counties report that 24,433 were received into the church from
the Sunday-school, an increase of 2,304 over last year's report.

Ninety-five counties report amount given for benevolence $105,-

641.85. Last year benevolent contributions amounting to $96,935
were reported from 86 counties. A comparison of these figures

shows an increase of $8,706.

God's Work With Us and Our Work for God. An increase

over last year of 2,304 additions to the church from our Sundav-
schools as compared with previous years, reveals the fact that not-

withstanding many failures on our part, our Gracious God has not

withheld His blessing from us. This is amply confirmed by re-

ports received from our Field Workers and by letters from many
county officers which clearly indicate that our God is working with

and for us and is more than willing to crown with His blessing every

effort put forth in His name. Your General Secretary can say with-

out hesitation that this has been a year of continuous communion
with God ; His promise "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee"

has been fully verified. He has supplied all our need "according

to His riches in glory through Christ Jesus." He has made our
hearts glad by His continued presence, and when at times discourag-

ing letters and reports have been received from county officers, the

assurance of God's guidance and favor has driven away every fear

and encouraged us in His name to go forward with renewed assur-

ance of success.

His blessings have not been according to our deserts, but ac-

cording to our willingness to receive His guidance and follow the

leadings of His Spirit. It is written of our Great Leader, "He shall

not fail nor be discouraged till he have set judgment in the earth."

If it can be said of Him who sees all the evil that is in the world, all

the difficulties which hinder the advancement of His Kingdom and
all the weakness and failure on the part of His children, "He shall

not fail nor be discouraged," surely we who see but a part of the

evil, who know the power and wisdom and grace of God and who
believe His Promises, can lay our burdens at His feet, bring to Him
our weakness and discouragements and fears, and receivinggraceand
strength and wisdom, can go forward strong in the Lord and in the

power of His might. "Forgetting those things which are behind,

and reaching forth unto those things which are before, let us press

toward the mark for the prize of our high calling of God in Christ

Jesus."
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On motion of Dr. Buxton the 'report of the General Secretary

was unanimously adopted by the convention,

HOW TO WIN MEN.
REV. W. GARDNER THRALL.

Mr. Chairman, and Christian Sunday-school Workers: The
Secretary, when he wrote me with reference to speaking on this

subject, underscored the word "How." But I want to say a word
with reference to the why. There are so many reasons why. Let
us not forget that the founder of our holy Christian religion was a

man. The Word was written by men ; it is adapted to men. There
are some who think our holy Christian religion is peculiarly adapted
to women and children and human sorrow ; well, it is most perfectly,

but it is adapted as well to strength and human courage, and ever\'-

thing that makes for manliness. It comes to the man with manly
form and it contributes manliness of character, and that is an ele-

ment which is coming to be more appreciated by the business world.
It was Pharaoh of old who turned his thought to a young man. a

foreigner, Joseph, and said. "Can we find such a one as this, a man
in whom the Spirit of God is?" And great business corporations

are demanding more and more men to fill important positions. The
railway corporations are spending thousands of dollars for the train-

ing of men in the line of Y.M.C.A. work ; they are tired of paying
millions of dollars for the destruction of property and life by godless
and incompetent men ; so there is a demand for manliness of char-

acter. Why? As we win men it means the uniting of many fami-
lies. How many widows and orphans there are in the church ! I

think the greatest joy that has ever come to my soul is in having
been instrumental in bringing about a union between husband and
wife, and seeing them and their children coming to church and
sitting together and studying the Word of God together. Why?
Let us not forget that there are many men to be won and influenced

into the kingdom, and without a question many have been disap-

pointed who have come face to face with Christian workers who
have never spoken a word of invitation. Some time ago, when I

asked a gentleman to come into my men's class, he said, "I have
become tired of the frivolities of the world, whist and card parties,

there is no satisfaction in them, and I have been waiting for some
one to speak the first word, to take the first step which I felt em-
barrassed to do because of family and social relations." Whv? Be-
cause it is being done; thousands of men are being influenced into

the Kingdom of God ; first, many of them, into the Bible classes,

and then into the church. During the past six months a number
of these men have stood at the altars of the church and taken the

vow of Christian fealty. I have no wail of Jeremiah to chant to vou
as I have been trying to get the signs of the times, knowing of our
men's classes in the great cities and in the smaller towns. I wish
there were many more.
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I presume yon are sayinof. "How?" There is no patent right

way, no cop\right way. no royal way by which this work is to be

done. It requires a great many ways. Sometimes one particular

way wears out—they will all wear out and you will have to change.

It is necessarv for the man who is in this work to be a man of

resources and everlastingly at it with a view of making the work

go. Let me enumerate some of the ways and means for the prose-

cution of this work. There must be, first, love for perishing souls

on the part of one who would inaugurate and lead this work : there

must be something of the spirit of the divine Master ; as He looked

out on the multitude He had compassion on them ; He could see

into their hearts, and although He saw that they were narrow,

selfish and stupid. He recognized the possibilities in them : He ex-

horted the disciples to feed them. The result was that He sent the

disciples away before He sent the multitude away. They were fed.

Christ is looking upon the multitude of perishing souls all around

us and saying, 'Teed them."' and we must have something of His

spirit of love and compassion that will reach out and down into any

kind of surroundings. There must be zeal, enthusiasm. One pretty

good authoritv said, "Tt is good to be zealously affected always in

a good thing." Remember, dear teacher friend, you are ever carry-

ing an atmosphere along with you. which has hold of and influences

those around you. If you are teaching any kind of a class, and

vou lack zeal, you are not drawing any one toward you. We know
that people carry an atmosphere of love or of disease, of cheer or of

the blues—seems as if some were attending a funeral all the time.

We can carrv an atmosphere of enthusiasm and cheer, and we will

be attracting others or driving them the other way. Let me give

this illustration : a certain school ma'am came before her boys and

girls just before Decoration Day a few years ago, and said, "What
do you think! I have the best news to tell you you ever heard;

tomorrow will be Decoration Day and the boys and girls are to

join with the old soldiers and march to the cemeteries ; you are

to carry a flag in one hand and flowers in the other ; how many boys

would like to go?" And the boys fairly scrambled over each other

to evidence their willingness to go. Then she dropped her counte-

nance and said : "Don't be hasty ; it may be muddy tomorrow, and

if it is you will have to walk through the mud or in the dust; it is

a mile over there to the cemetery ;
you will lose your dinner as a

procession is always late ; tell me how many would like to go ?"

and only one little fellow had the courage to get on his feet. Then
she brightened up again and she said: "Xo matter if it is a mile

and you have to march through the mud or dust, twenty-five years

from now you will look back to this Decoration Day with gratitude

and gladness of heart that you had the privilege to march with the

old soldiers to the graves of the dead soldiers ; how many will after

all go?" and they all voted again to go. It was the spirit of en-

thusiasm on the part of that teacher, first one way and then the

other wav. That is what we are doing all the time. Influence,
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atmosphere and spirit are contagious. I have had to do mission

work for fifteen or eighteen years, and I have always said to my
people, "Whenever you invite anybody to come over do not invite

them in a way that says 'We won't have any service if you don't

come ;' but speak up in such a way as says 'We are going to have'

it.
" That spirit is contagious. I remember on the hill-side in New

York, when the old fashioned itch broke out, it set everybody to

scratching; so enthusiasm will set everybody to work.

A few years ago I got my inspiration for this special work in

Boston where they had a large class of men, and I said, "If the

Lord will answer my prayer and let me get back again into the

pastorate, from which I had been forced out to do general secre-

tarial work, the first thing I do is to form a men's class," and when
I gravitated over into Illinois two years ago the first thing I did at

Freeport was to organize a men's class. We called it "The working
men's class." We began wnth three the first Sunday ; we had
the privilege of bringing over 125 men into that class. I formed
the resolution that I would put my whole soul into that work. I

had come to know something of the possibilities of it. I went at it

in earnest. I have kept warm ever since, and some around me have
caught the spirit.

There must be personal work. The personal work campaign
all over the land is becoming more and more popular. For eighteen

years I have been insured in the Prudential Insurance Company.
At present they have five millions of people insured, increasing from
the seven hundred thousand in 1876, and over a billion of insurance.

How? They average three or four insurance agents in everv lo-

cality ; they have twelve thousand men doing personal work ; every
day they are doing the kind of work they did on me eighteen years
ago. I thought the insurance agent was a sort of a pest that we
had to endure. I am sorry he did not come along two years sooner
that I might realize on the endowment. What is being done by
them is the plan of the divine Master. This same face to face and
heart to heart work must be done in this great department of Sun-
day-school work. I saw this lesson enforced a short time ago when
riding with an official of the Northwestern Railroad, in his private
car ; he gave me to understand that within a few years, since he
had become General Traffic Alanager of that system, he had been
educating his men ; they come together every noon, and he said,

"Our aim is to make a partner in the business out of every man

;

for years, when I was private secretary to my uncle, he never trusted

me to write a letter, he always dictated it; now I seldom dictate a
letter ; I say, 'Here is a piece of work, do it,' and the man does it

and brings it to my table ; we are making men ; it is developing
them and we are promoting them as the opportunity offers." The
men's class must be organized at the beginning into a sort of a
labor union. Go to this man and say, "Here is a man here ; vou
are to be held responsible for swinging that man into line." I may
set another man after the same one, and impress the responsibility
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upon him, and possibly, like that account in the Word where it took
four to brin.s^ one man. distribute the responsibility. We have our
class well organized. I think wherever you find a working class

you will find it well organized with the officers and committees.

We have the example of our Lord and Master doing personal
work. He called one here and another there. When He called

Andrew He sent him after his brother ; when He called Philip.

Philip started out after Nathaniel. Our Lord was the first teacher
of a men's Bible class. Then He got together another class and sent

out a class of seventy. He was the originator of the men's Bible

class work. If this work ever progresses, it must be by the per-

sonal work system.

It may be that many of you have tried some of these simple

ways, such as dividing the class into the reds or blues or into divi-

sions and giving prizes. Xot long ago I awarded a three-dollar

umbrella. I said. "Here is a genuine Evangelical Lutheran um-
brella." They wondered what kind it was. I said. "It is good, no
matter how hot or rainy it is ; it is proof against everything, and
we want every one to have one ; then we can count upon you to be

here." Our men all have buttons or badges and some both—the

gold plated ones, or a button, the same as we wear, the Illinois

button. We use a great deal of printer's ink. I have a twelve-

page monthly devoted to our general work, but a quite prominent
part to our men's Bible class, the Baracca work. We use printer's

ink in a great many ways. I have samples here and will be pleased

to talk with you at any time during the convention. We use a

letter-head with the names of our officers and committees on it,

and we use postal card pasters. We use the mimeograph. We have
the League of the Golden Pen to interest our members to write

letters to absent scholars and to those who are sick, and to those

who may be influenced to join our class. We had a half-tone electro-

type made of our class when we had fifty-five men in it, and ran that

with the names of the men on the other side, and it was used for

soliciting purposes ; when it is handed to a man he looks over the

list of names and he is apt to say, "I did not know that such a

one is in your class." He is surprised to find others in the class.

These are given away. They are attractive, and it is a pleasure

to see that card constantly on the mantel or in some conspicuous
place. We keep a private record of every man in our class, no
matter what happens, and they know it. There was one that went
astray in that little class of twelve of the Master. I give them to

understand that I keep a record of anything especially bad or good. •

If a man is promoted or goes out of the city. I keep a record of it.

I keep a full and accurate record of each member of the class.

When the anniversary day of the organization comes around we
have a rally, and an interesting time, and reminiscences are given

of the work. W^e have a scrap book and it is the duty of the histo-

rian to gather up everything in the daily paper of interest and see

that it goes into that book. When we have a social we have a
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book for each one to write his name in. We have a pleasant rivalry

between that class and Mrs. Thrall's class, which is called "The
Philathia Class." Some weeks ago we entertained the Philathia

class and two weeks ago they invited us to a social. We have a

separate room ; we did not have it for a time. When I had to go
from the pulpit to my men and stand up two hours preaching and
teaching it was wearisome. It is desirable, for any kind of a class,

to get the best results, to have a separate room. We have a com-
mittee of ushers who are always at the doors of the church to

capture every man there if possible and to bring him up into the

parlor where we have our class. A few Sundays ago I met a

stranger near the door, and I invited him to tarry for our men's

class. He said. "I can't do it ; we have our dinner at the hotel

promptly and we are the losers if we don't get there." I asked

him to stay, but he said, "No." I went on my way, speaking to

others. When I got into the class I found my man there. I said,

"How is this?" He said, "I could not get out; the men of your
class said they would not let me out." The president of the young
people's society made an announcement a short time ago and said,

"The pastor's Bible class has done more to break up the formality

of this church than any one thing in the history of this church."

There is a general stir on the part of the men for a stranger, and
he has an interesting time to get out without coming up to the

class. If I have an especially hard case I invite him up to the

house. Sometimes my good wife scolds me for bringing in com-
pany so unexpectedly ; sometimes we take them to the hotel or to

the restaurant for supper and have an opportunity to get acquainted

and have a chat. I have had the great joy of laying my hand on
their heads in the impressive confirmation service of my church and
receiving them into the church. I believe that there is no expense

too great if we can bring them into the Kingdom. We take any-

body into the class, saloon-keepers or dissipated men, or infidels, no
matter, if they can be induced to come in they come and sit there

respectfully. I have all ages from i8 to 80 and all colors. I re-

ceived a letter from a colored man, an auctioneer. He wrote me
for fifty of those group cards. He is not a Christian man. He is

not the man that some of my members want to sit beside ; but we
adjusted the matter and he came. He was one of our men and he

was enthusiastic over the work. I wrote him a long letter recently,

you ought to write one letter every day that is not a commercial

letter and that does not contemplate some selfish interest ; write at

least one letter a week to influence some one towards the Kingdom.
Let me add this word to help you magnify your work. I do

not know anything that is more inspiring than to lead some soul

into the Kingdom. During the past year I have been able to make
three or four families very happy. I wish I had time to tell you
how I picked a man up out of the lockup, a victim of drink ; he
had a fine wife and children, but when he was drunk he was a

perfect beast, and when he came home and entered one door his
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wife had to go out of the other. We found him a year ago last

Christmas at the jail. I had been sent for to go three miles out

in the country and see if somebody could not do something for

him. His wife feared for her own life and the lives of her children.

She came to a member of my class and said, ''If you can find a

man in your city who can do something for my husband I w^ish you
W'Ould." A lady came to me and said, ''Can't you go?" I said.

"Yes ; it is a pretty discouraging task, a man three miles away, but

I will do the best I can." I went to an old elder and said, ''Hitch

up the old gray." On the way out I explained my mission. He
said. "What are you going to say?" I said, "I don't know, but I

have an idea that the Lord will give me something to say." It

was on Friday. The man was clothed and in his right mind. He
came to the door. I said, "My name is Thrall and I like to ramble
out in the country once in a while, and when I came up to this

place I said, 'Who lives here, I w'onder ; let us drive in.' " He invited

us in. I invited him to come to our men's class. He told me he was
a singer. Tw^o weeks later, the day after Christmas. I was told

that that man was in the lockup. For some men it would be better

if there were no holidays. This man had gone into the saloon

again; they 'had drugged him. took a two hundred dollar check
away from him, but payment of it was stoppped. I went over to

the jail and said to the keeper, "Is so and so here?" "Yes." "Is

he sober?" "Yes." "I would like to see this man but I do not

want to embarrass him by going into the cell ; can't you bring him
out into the side room?" "Yes." T took a seat in the office and
sat there apparently unconcerned. When he came I looked up won-
dering what the first impression would be. He did not recognize
me at first ; a second later he recognized me, and I saw he began to

melt. I put my arm around him, excused the officer, and we sat

down together, and I said, "I am here as your friend ; I haven't a

word of fault to find with you ; I happen to know what is \our
weakness ; you don't know 'what mine is." I sat there with my arm
around him, and he said, "I believe you are here as a fri-end : you
are the first one that has ever put his arm around me to help me
on the right way ; many a time I have asked God to smite me in

the dust fearing I might go home and do some depredation that

could never be undone." .A.s I think of that man's reformation I

have a great joy. His wife said to me, "Mr. Thrall, if you have
never done anything else than what you have done for my family,
it is surely compensation enough ; for it has been a new heaven to

me, and especially a new earth to me the last year and a half since

my man has been sober." Magnify your work. Don't think any
task too great or any case too hard ; if you go about it lovincfl)' in

the spirit of compassion. God will open up some way by which vou
can approach them, and they will be wondering why you have not
come to them before. I know of no work so grancl. Some think.

"O, if I could only paint a picture or build a magnificent building!"
But the time comes when the colors fade and the building crumbles
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to the dust—there never will come a time when the touch of beaut}-

wliich you have communicated to an immortal life by your personal

work will lose its luster. Count it a privilege that God has given
you talent and opportvuiity, and make this year upon which we are
entering to be one that shall witness a greater advance in this work
of winning men than any year that has gone by.

MEN'S CLASSES IN ILLINOIS.
REV. W. B. MORRIS, SECRETARY.

During the past year the Men's Class Movement has received

commendable consideration. The importance and necessity of this

work is coming to be more fully recognized, and in consequence of

this fact, we believe the outlook is exceedingly hopeful.

The attention of your cominittee has been directed to the State

at large, in an effort to create interest in, and secure information
concerning all men's Bible classes already in active operation, to-

gether with the organization of new classes.

The method pursued has been to send out circular letters to

county officers, with blank forms to be filled and returned to the

secretary of this committee. While the response has not been as

general as we had hoped for, still we feel that a definite start has

been made. We have succeeded in hearing from 2^ counties that

have reported 80 classes ; 10 counties have reported "no classes''

and the remaining 59 counties have not reported at all. We do
not feel discouraged, however, for it is our confident belief that we
have heard from only a very small minority of the classes in the

State. The above figures do not include Cook county, where the

work is making rapid progress.

The subject has been quite generally discussed in county and
township conventions, and many letters of inquiry, with requests

for literature, have been received and answered. The secretary of
this committee has addressed eleven conventions during the year
and been obliged to decline many invitations from others, through
lack of time. The influence of our work has reached beyond the

State, and letters have come from Richmond, \'a. ; Detroit, Mich.

:

Kalamazoo, Mich. : St. Louis, Mo., and Ontario, Cal. It may take

some time to really impress on our Sunday-school workers the

thought that we wish to know of every class^ for men only, in the

State, whether young men, middle aged men or old men, organized
or not organized, so long as it is a class for men only. We also

wish to know the name and address of the teacher. This we must
have in order to accomplish the best results. We are moving in

the right direction, but "There remains yet very much land to be
possessed."

The present needs of your committee are ist, Enlightemnenf.
We are absolutely dependent upon you for the facts you mav have,
therefore if you know of any Men's Bible Class we ask you to give
us information as to location, county, name of church, name and
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address of teacher, or some one likely to know the facts about that

particular class. IVill you do it?

Second. Enlistment. A personal interest in this rapidly spread-

ing movement. A personal effort to eft'ect the formation of classes

where none exist, and an earnest endeavor to bring classes already

organized to the highest degree of efficiency. By no means forget

to use the Illinois red and white button.

Third, Enlargement. Higher ideals, deeper interest, broader

sympathy, nobler aspirations, more heroic efforts, all to win men to

Christ. "Lift up your eyes and look on the fields, for they are white

already to harvest.'' "Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest

that He will send forth laborers." Be ready to respond to His call,

'Here am I, send me." Let our watchword for the year to come
be "Five hundred Men's Classes in Illinois."

Let us now' have ten minutes devoted to reports of the work.

A Delegate: I am the superintendent of the Sunday-school of

the First Methodist Church at Springfield. We have a men's class

with an average attendance of thirty. It holds sociables four to six

times a year. The pastor invites them to his house, and the super-

intendent and the class president invite them.

G. W. Miller : I have a class of about sixty men ; forty-two

were present last Sunday. We have our regular organization. One
by one our men have been won to God. My class is in the Metho-
dist church at Paris.

C. E. Hauck : We put upon our banner last year that we wanted
a thousand adult classes in Cook County ; I can report that without

any special eft'ort we have 999. We have 325 men's classes with an
enrollment of 6,958; women's classes 336 with an enrollment of

5.650; mixed classes 338 with an enrollment of 6,506. Total enroll-

ment 19,114.

Mr. W. p. Wakeman : The First Methodist Church of Lincoln
has a young men's class of about fifty. They have conversions in

their meeting nearly every week.
A Delegate : In the Methodist church at Mattoon we have four

classes of men. In the one I have we have an enrollment of about
seventy, fluctuating because composed of railroad men whose duties

call them away.
Dr. L. C. Littell, Rushville : We have a men's class about a

year old ; about eighteen, I think, is the largest number they have
had. and it keeps pretty well up to that every Sabbath.

.•\ Delegate : We have a men's Bible class in the Presbyterian

Church of Effingham that was organized a month ago under the

name of the W. B. Jacobs' Bible Class of Effingham ; it has thirty

members with an average attendance of twenty ; there were three

decisions on Decision Day.
A Delegate: The First Church at East St. Louis has a Bible

Class with about sixty enrolled. We have no special organization

now because everv one who comes into the class comes into the
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man's brotherhood of the church and works in that. We have a

gymnasium.
Rev. J. F. Clearwaters: In a town of 300 people I have just

organized a class of 31 with regular officers. I think we will have

fifty men inside of the next three months.

A Delegate: I have a class in the country of 25 young men,

from 18 to 22; the average attendance the last six months was 20;

last Sunday we had 25, with no town anywhere near.

A Delegate: In Hopedale, Tazewell County, we have a young
men's class that voted the saloons out ; it is taught by the pastor's

wife.

Mrs. O. W. Maxfield : Will you recognize a class that is taught

bv a woman as belonging to your young men's classes?

Rev. W. B. Morris : My specification is not as to the teacher

but as to the personnel of the class ; every Bible class for MEN in

the State of Illinois. We are after the classes composed of men
only, even if the ladies do teach them.

A Delegate : How shall attendance at the class, attention to

the lesson and personal respect for the teacher be secured?

Dr. Thrall: Sometimes I send out postal cards during the

week ; I send one man to this man, another to another ; I give them

definite work to do and they are proud to do it.

G. W. Miller: I find it greatly helps the punctuality to keep

a record of it and at the end of the quarter we post on the black-

board a record of every member, and they are taking an actual

pride in making a good record for attendance.

Rev. W. B. Morris : In our class we have an acquaintance card.

I hope our next annual meeting will show 500 men's classes report-

ing. I believe there are that many in the State.

A Delegate : To whom will we report ?

Rev. W. B. Morris: To me. My name is W. B. Morris, and

I live at DeKalb, Illinois.

Rev. J. F. Clearwaters : What is the minimum age ?

Rev. W. B. Morris: I have them from 18 years upwards.

A Delegate : Should men's Bible classes which have been in

existence twenty years or more be considered in this movement?
Rev. W. B. Morris: Every Bible class composed of men from

Wisconsin to Kentucky and from Missouri to Indiana ; that is whaC
we are after.

"Let a little sunshine in" was sung, and the Benediction was

pronounced by Rev. John Potts, D.D.
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FIRST DAY—EVENING SESSION.

An inspiring service of praise was conducted by Prof. Excell.

REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE.
Mr. p. p. Laughlin, for the Nominating Committee, submitted

the following supplemental report

:

Members Executive Committee—.\. H. Mills, Decatur; F. .\.

Wells, Chicago; L. B. \'ose, Macomb; H. R. Clissold, Chicago:

John Pearson, Chicago, to serve for three years. In place of C C.

Miles, resigned, T. N. Pitkin. Vandalia, to serve for one year.

In harmony with the unanimous vote of the Convention, we
present the name of A. H. Mills as Chairman of the State Exe-
cutive Committee.

General and Financial Secretary—W. B. Jacobs, Chicago.

Assistant Secretaries—Miss Mary I. Bragg, Chicago : Miss Ma-
mie Gordon. Chicago.

Treasurer—John Farson, Chicago.

District Presidents— (i ) F. D. Everett, Highland Park. (2) Dr.

C. C. Miller, Marengo. (3) I. M. Phillips, Sterling. (4) Rev.
Marion Humphreys, Milan. (5) Rev. J. B. Bartle, Neponset. (6)
Dr. C. W. Knapp, Gibson Citv. (7) Ira Cottingham, Eden. (8)
Hon. O. F. Berrv. Carthage. '

(9) H. B. Roach", Rushville. (10)
Rev. Wm. Smith, Chapin. (11) H. P. Hart. Roby. (12) P. P.

Laughlin. Decatur. (13) A. M. Kenney. Broadlands. (14) Chas.

Schumaker, Altamont. (15) G. W. Lackey, LawTenceville. (16)
Rev. Alfred Eells, Nashville. (17) T. B. Stephenson, Sparta. (18)

Dr. W. E. Buxton, Samsville. (19) Geo. Gebauer, Golconda. (20)
Walter F. McKee. Villa Ridge.

Teacher-Training Committee—Prof. C. M. Parker, Taylorville.

Chairman: Prof. A. L. Shellenberger, Paris; Prof. I. B. Burgess,

Morgan Park. Mrs. A. E. Northrop, Wheaton, Secretary.

Committee on Primary Work—H. R. Clissold, Chicago, Chair-

wan,- Mrs. F. D. Everett, Highland Park; Miss Alice Jacobs. Chi-

cago; Mrs. H. L. Hill. Chicago, Secretary.

Committee on Men's Classes—H. O. Stone, Bloomington, Chair-
man: Rev. W. G. Thrall, Freeport; U. T. S. Rice, Mattoon : Rev.
W. B. Morris, DeKalb, Secretary.

Committee on Home Department Work—A. M. Kenney, Broad-
lands, Chairman: W. J. Jutkins, Shumway ; Mrs. .A. J. Kay. Dixon;
C. E. Schenck, Paris. Secretarx.

Committee on Temperance Work—L. B. \^ose, Macomb. Chair-
man: John F. Shepard, Elpaso; John Leonard, Wheaton; Mr<:. ^f.

P. Stevens. St. Louis. Secretary.

The report was adopted unanimously.

"I will meet you there," was sung. Prayer was oflfered by Rev.

W. Gardner Thrall.

The President: I have the pleasure of introducing the super-
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intendent of the school which meets in this church ; he is one of the

pilgrnns who went to Jerusalem, and the man you selected to be

the \''ice President of this State Association, W. B. Rundle of this

city ; he will preside at the meeting tonight.

Mr. Rundle : It is not necessary that I have anything to say.

We will proceed with the program.

SOME ADA'AXTAGES OF ORGANIZED SUNDAY SCHOOL
WORK.

J. H. ENGLE, general secretary KANS.\S S. S. ASSOCIATION'.

Mr. President, and Dear Friends: It has been an astonishment

to me. lasting for sixty days, to know why Illinois should send to

the "short grass"" country for some one to help fill this program.
What the motive was, I do not know, but properly the motive might
have been to show a little compliment to the people who are strug-

gling against discouragement in the west, and I come bearing the

greetings of a state full of people who are struggling with the

problems confronting you ; twelve hundred strong, men and women,
bright and earnest, they met two weeks ago in the heart of our
state, in a central Kansas town, representing more than three-

fourths of the one hundred and five counties of the state ; and had
I time to get their permission, I know it would be most unanimously
granted to extend to you their most cordial greetings.

Illinois is the state of Jacobs, ^vloody, Reynolds, Hamill. and
man}- others Why should a man from Kansas presume to talk

about the advantages of organized Sunday-school work in the very

state where it originated and where it is still best demonstrated?
It is like carrying coals to Newcastle. You will allow me to bear

to you our word of testimony, not a word of instruction, to tell you
why we believe in this organized work. I presmne that by com-
mon consent we agree that its best popular expression is found
in these conventions ; the effective work is done at home, of course,

but the best tangible picture one can get is at the convention ; so

the matter resolves itself into this question. \\'hat grows out of

these meetings, out of this congregating from all communities and
churches, to talk things over? We feel out in our country that the

Sunday-school association is fit to live and has a right to exist

among us in view of the one fact that it has helped to spell out the

name of the institution in capitals. You can call it a Su)iday School
—that is very nice—or a Sabbath School : perhaps you have another
name, but the one thing that delights me most is that through the

agency of such meetings we have come to realize that it is a

SCHOOL. It was a school a long time ago in name, when the

street urchins were brought together, when the originator of the

movement did not send his own children into the school that he
thought so much of. There came a time a little later when they began
to edge up, and by and by some of the churches said, "You can come
in our back door ; if ^•ou will be good, vou can go down into the
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cellar and pay for your own lights, if you will take care of the

furniture." Then there came a better time ; and now the best the

church can afford is scarcely too good for the school. It is the

church school into which all the people, old and young, come to-

gether. We all know that this ought to be. Where do we get

the idea? We have borrowed it from each other, from the simple

fact that we have come together to study our problems. If the

Sunday-school association is not responsible for the tremendous
army of millions touching shoulders, it deserves at least a good

deal of gratitude for helping us to discover our identity and relation

to each other, for helping us realize that there is one strong heart-

pulse over the world that makes us brothers, and helps us to realize

that when a man belongs to Christ he is brother-man to all over

the world who belong to Christ. You have said over and over

again. "The beautiful thing in this Association is that in a meet-

ing of this sort We are not concerned as to which camp the other

brother belongs." The thing of prime importance is to know that

we belong to the camp of Jesus Christ. Sectarianism has given

way ; it is only built upon ignorance ; the antidote is to provide

knowledge. The best work of this convention is to help people

understand how things are going the world over and help to relate

them to God's eternal plan.

The association has magnified the privilege of volunteer service.

It has seemed to me that the little handful whose bread and butter is

provided because of our year-round service to the w'ork of the Sun-

day-school, miss the pleasure that comes to the thousands of men
and women, who, as busy as we dare to be, take out of their busy

lives a good deal of their time and energy and devote it to the cause

of Christ in the Sunday-school. It is a beautiful picture which is

presented of this volunteer army, doing this same work under great

difficulty, with no thought of remuneration other than the satisfac-

tion of being well pleasing to God and promoting the interests of

His kingdom.
The Sunday-school is progressing, and as a result there is ap-

parent everywhere a sort of a divine discontent. People are dis-

satisfied with present conditions. In Kansas we have discovered

that the best teachers are the ones who want to be better teachers, to

be helped by the teacher-training classes, and who insist that they

must have teachers' meetings. The poorest teachers, as a rule, are

the ones who feel that prsent conditions are quite satisfactory ; they

have lived so long in this way they want to keep it up. I find some
satisfaction in thinking that "it is appointed imto men once to die."

and that will be one way of getting relief.

There is coming to be a wholesome rivalry from the fact that we
come together from all the households of faith. Sometimes this

has wrought mischief, but not often. We are stimulated to try to

do well by seeing what our brother has done elsewhere. We are

constantly liable to the danger of trying to do things for the sake of

outdoing one another. I recall what a good friend from across the
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water said at St. Louis, that Americans are very much Hke the Eng--

lish, they are trying to do things to outdo the other fellow. He said

that on the Strand were two men doing business ; one who knew
more Latin than the other, thought there ought to be some renova-

tion in his store, and when the painter inquired whether there was
anything else he could do, the proprietor said, "I wish you would
write over the entrance to my place of business. Mens conscia recti."

The man across the street was also renovating his store, and the

painter asked what he should write above his door ; casting a green
glance across the street, the proprietor said, write, "Men's and
women's conscia recti." That does represent a good deal of the

motive displayed in some schools, to outdo somebody else, and to

seek to increase the school for this reason. I do not think there is

very much of that among the men and women here. A wholesome
rivalry, a good natured kind of competition, is always' stimulating,

though it has gone to seed in a few places.

Forty or fifty years ago everybody in Sunday-school was ex-

pected to begin in the first chapter of John in the spring of the year

and continue to the end of the book, or as long as the enthusiasm
held out, only to begin there again next year. We took what we
could get, glad enough to have our Bibles. Let no man misunder-
stand me as to the use of that Book in the school, and yet the com-
ments of intelligent men have been an inestimable boon to Bible

students. That is one of the reasons why we think the association

has been blessed of God. The six months' school, the few weeks'
school, raises another question : Why is there only enough energv
to run some schools a little while? I feel the organized Sunday-
school work has been a blessing to us in Kansas, as in the rest of
the world, by bringing many a Sunday-school to ask the question
why they quit when the devil is most vigorous, while the public
school can go five days a week, whatever the weather and the roads ?

It seems to me this is a pretty hard question to answer ; and the as-

sociation has made it its particular business to force everv man to

assume the defensive position and to justify an unjustifiable posi-

tion. I had the good fortune tonight to sit with a number of friends
who had crossed the Atlantic last year, and I sat by the side of a lady
who has blessed portions of this state, and particularly one county,
by her ministrations in house to house visitation. Who started this

Home Visitation work? Who started the cradle roll or the teacher
training idea? On these points there is a difference of opinion, but
it is the business of the association to push these lines of work every-
where until all the people believe in them ; and this is true, that
wherever the system of house to house visitation was begun, it is a
means of blessing to us, and we testify to its usefulness, even in the
scattered communities of western Kansas.

What has the Home Department done? You know its story,
how it has transformed theory into a present reality, and you rejoice
in fellowship with others who are studying the Bible. What has
the Cradle Roll done with your babies ? It has taken them from the
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mothers' arms and brougfht them into the school and preempted
them for the church.

(jne more word. I think it is a beautiful picture to come to-

gether from all the camps. You believe in the Woman's Temper-
ance Union? You believe in the Young Men's Christian Associa-

tion. You believe in Young People's organizations. The fact that

you have them proves it. These are all limited as to sex or age.

There is but one organization that stands for evangelical Christian-

ity, for all Protestant Christians without regard to age or sex ; that

secures the cooperation, and stimulates the fellowship of all Protest-

ant bodies, and that is the Sunday School Association. This is the

one agency that brings us together for cooperation and counsel, and
it behooves us to stand shoulder to shoulder and to make the best of

our opportunit}-. It is easy to be heroic here. I congratulate you
upon your leadership; it is easy enough to do great things in Illinois

with such leaders as you have, and the memory of the men who have
gone before ; but you who are here are expected to impart enthusiasm
and to supply the leadership in the smaller communities. It will not

do to say that our commimities differ ; I fully believe that our Sun-
day-school people can do pretty nearly what they set themselves to

do. Enthusiasm can be imparted to others. Did you hear that story

of the editor of a New England journal ? He went up into New York
State, and with three distinguished educational gentlemen went in-

to the room of Miss Blank, who was quite a noted teacher, and who
had the reputation of doing what she pleased with her scholars. The
lady turned and .said. "Would you like to thank these gentlemen for

coming into our room this morning?" implying that they had not

been anywhere else ; and they voted their thanks unanimously for the

honor of the visit. The superintendent leaned over and said, "If

you had asked. 'How many of you would like to see these gentlemen
hung?' they would have given the same unanimous vote." To dem-
onstrate it she made a picture of a fine rope, and said, "Would you
like to see one made for each of these gentlemen?" Every hand
went up. Then she added, "And how many of you would like to

see them liung?" and every hand went up. I said, "It is the old, old

story : there are only a few leaders ; most of the world are follow-

ers." You may be a leader. Let us go home with that conviction.

I have been to other state conventions, but I have come to Illinois

to learn. I thank God and you for what I have gotten today : and
the only fair thing to promise you is this, that I will do my very best

to reflect these things back upon my own State at the very first op-
portunity. God bless you, every one.

SUNDAY SCHOOL INTERROGATION POINTS.
REV. JOHN POTTS, I).[).

I was not five minutes in the convention this afternoon until 1

felt that the spirit of B. F. Jacobs, William Reynolds and Dwight
L. Moody was present in this Illinois State Convention. A little
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while ago I had a conversation with Bishop Vincent, who in the

earlv times hved in Chicago, and had to do with Mr. Jacobs in the

inauguration of what is now known as the uniform scheme of les-

sons. The Bishop told me many things of the genesis of the

greatest movement that has ever taken place in the history of win-

ning the childhood and the youth for Christ and the church. I

rejoice, therefore, in the spirit of intelligent enthusiasm that has

ever marked this state. Cook county, I suppose, is the heart of the

state : perhaps you would let Chicago be the heart of Cook county

;

but Cook county has been a great leader in Sunday-school work.

I am glad, therefore, in the good providence of God, that I was
able to accede to the request of Brother Jacobs when he asked me
to visit you and say a word to you in the interest of Sunday-schools.

On the 2 1 St day of June our International Lesson Committee
will meet in Toronto, ahead of the convention that will meet on the

23d of June, Friday, and run over Sunday, Monday and Tuesday.

We are anticipating the greatest International convention that has

ever taken place.

In 1903 several of us went over the ocean to represent organized

Sunday-school work on this North American continent, at the cen-

tenary of the Sunday School Union, in London. One evening, in

the great hastoric Exeter Hall, Marion Lawrance stunned the

people. They had been listening for an hour or more to men from

the continent of Europe, telling of an increase of hundreds and

thousands ; and they cheered those capable missionaries, who, in the

midst of great difficulties, had schools representing a few score,

or at most a few hundreds. Marion Lawrance rose to represent

the United Statees, and talked of something over thirteen millions.

Thev could not cheer him at all ; they could not take it in ; they

literally could not take it in, and they waited and watched and

stared and looked at Marion Lawrance, imagining, I think, that it

was Oriental exaggeration. It reminded me of the old farmer in

Yorkshire, England, who listened to a lecture on Canada. The
squire was in the chair. This old farmer was one of his tenants.

The lecturer talked about the magnitude of things in Canada

;

and as the squire went out he said to his old tenant, "How did you
like the lecture tonight?" "Yon man is a great liar," said the

tenant. And that was the feeling, though it was not expressed,

when Marion Lawrance said that he represented a country that had

over thirteen millions in the Sunday-school.

It is worth while now and again to remember that the Sunday-

school army numbers far more than all the armies of all the nations

on the face of the earth. Take all the armies of all the worlds be-

neath the stars of God, the Sunday-school army outnumbers them
all. We have an army this day of over six and twenty million men
and women, boys and girls, and babies in the cradle.

Mv dear friends, the Sunday-school must keep time with the

music of the twentieth century. It is true of commerce. No great

commercial institution is satisfied with the record of the nineteenth



48 Illinois Sunday School Convention.

century. No scientific investigators are satisfied with the achieve-

ments of the century that died a little while ago; and I want the

church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth, to be
in the band wagon of progress in this twentieth century through
whose gateway and along whose highway we are traveling to-

night; so I purpose to speak to you tonight a little while about
Sunday-school interrogation points.

Is the modern criticism of the Sunday-school fair or unfair?
Generally speaking it is both. Criticism is a good thing for a

young preacher, a helpful and a good thing. A young preacher
ought to thank God if he has a friendly critic in his congregation,

to remind him of mistakes and indicate how to make improvement.
A young lawyer is greatly benefited by the advice of eminent law-

yers who were in the profession before he was born ; and so Sun-
day-school teachers ought to be thankful for friendly criticism

;

but there is very little fair criticism in the world today. It is

either all molasses or all vinegar. It is either, "We have the great-

est preacher in the county or state," or "How in the world did

we get such a dry stick as a preacher for our church?" Criticism

is good and we ought to thank God for it ; but the remarkable
thing is that those who know least about the Sunday-school
criticise it the most. That is true ! true as the Book ! Those who
look upon it simply as something to criticise, who are not in touch
with it, or have done no work for it. are those who most unfairly

criticise the Sunday-school.
What is the great problem today in the Sunday-school? The

one thing I wish to emphasize is the retention of young men and
women in our Sunday-school. How can that problem be solved?
How shall we keep them in the school ? The teacher is to the ex-

tent of ninety-nine per cent, the solution of the problem. You
cannot keep young men in the school by authority

; you cannot
command them to appear there every Sunday in your class room
at a certain hour. How are they to be retained? By information.
They come and say, "We get nothing." Or they say, "There is

nothing fresh to us in the teaching of a certain teacher." If you
would keep young men who are reading abreast of the age. you
must have information for them ; you must have sympathy with
them. You must be interested in the young man's business : you
must assure him of your sympathy with him in the books that he
reads,—you may wisely direct him in relation to his reading ; and
above all things you must have tact ; tactfulness is one of the solu-

tions of the problem in the retention of young men.
What is the most hopeful thing today in the Sunday-school?

The greatly increased and the greatly increasing interest of pastors
in Sunday-school work. When I say that. I am not referring to

any one particular denomination. I believe it covers all the de-
nominations.—that pastors in this opening decade of the twentieth
century are universally taking a greater interest in Sunday-schools
than ever before ; and yet there is room for improvement. I was
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talking with a lawyer in my city of Toronto last week. He said

to me, 'T have been twelve years the superintendent of the Sunday-
school of my church, and in the twelve years not a minister sta-

tioned in our church took anything like an interest in our Sunday-
school." I said to Dr. Courtice of Toronto the other day, who
has been giving teacher-training lessons in Toronto. "I would like

to have you find out for me the number of accessions of the church

in the West Toronto District." He reported that they had an in-

crease of over seven hundred in the West Toronto District, and
five hundred out of the seven hundred were introduced into the

membership of the church through the instrumentality of the Sun-
day-school. He gave me four other churches in other parts of

the city of Toronto, and two hundred and fifty from those four

churches were added and are counted in the returns of our church

in Toronto as the result of Sunday-school work. It is increas-

ingly hopeful, my dear friends, that our ministers all over your
country and mine are taking a greater interest in this great Sun-
day-school work.

What is the estimate of Sunday-schools today? I recall John
W^anamaker of Philadelphia and New York, and when it shall be

forgotten that John Wanamaker was Postmaster General, when it

shall be forgotten that John Wanamaker is the merchant prince of

Philadelphia and New York, John Wanamaker will be remembered
by his relation to the Presbyterian Church, and especially his rela-

tion to the Sunday-school of the Bethany Church in the City of

Philadelphia. He had in his own class over 1,400 members, and
had a centurion for every hundred and a captain for every ten, and
he said at the Boston convention, "We must demand a higher rating

for the Sunday-school." Merchants will understand what Mr.
Wanamaker meant. If these commercial agencies do not do jus-

tice to you, you have a right to appear before them and demon-
strate to them that you are worthy of a higher commercial rating:

and I say what John Wanamaker said, "We- must demand a higher

rating," and I add to it. We must deserve a higher rating. The
rating over the world is rising rapidly, and the estimate from
within is improving—'almost everything depends upon your own
estimate of your own work ; if you have a right estimate you will

throw yourself with enthusiasm into it.

What is the true mission of the Sunday-school? It is late in

the day, and yet it is worthy of consideration. We must not think

of the Sunday-school taking the place of the home or of the church
of the living God. The true mission of the Sunday-school is to

aid the home and to aid the church ; and I raise the subordinate

question here. Aid the home and the church in what? In the

conversion of the scholar. O, my brethren, years and years ago
I was accustomed to say that the work of the Sunday-school is

educational rather than evangelistic. I have grown wiser, and I

say that it is both ; it is both educational and evangelistic ; and we
must help the parents, and alas ! alas ! in so many cases we have
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to do everything for the scholars for there is nothing done for

them at home; and, therefore, we must aim at winning the scholars

to Christ by conversion and by character building. What a glor-

ious work that is and a very delicate work too. a wonderful work.

In character building, character is no stronger than at its weakest

point. There is a ship being built to plow the Atlantic ; she is beau-

tiful in appearance ; everything has been done, so far as we can

observe, when she is launched to make her able to meet the winds

and the waves of the North Atlantic Ocean, one of the most terri-

ble of oceans; and yet somehow or other there is just one weak
spot, and the waves and winds of the Atlantic, for the Atlantic is

no respecter of persons, nor is it any respecter of ships—the winds
and waves shall fasten upon that weak spot, and the ship may be

the coffin and the deep sea the grave of those who are to sail her

from New York or Boston to Liverpool or to London. So in the

building of character ; if there is a weak spot, that is the spot that

temptation will pounce upon, and that is where the young man,
otherwise apparently strong, shall fall when temptation comes upon
him. Then we are to aid the church as well as the home in spirit-

ual culture. We have not done half of our work when we have

secured the conversion of the boys and girls and young men and
women. We must culture them in worship, in insight into the mean-
ing of the Word of God. along experimental lines ; so we must aid

the home and the church in conversion, in character building and in

culture.

What is the outlook of the Sunday-school today? An outlook

of organization. Thank God for organization in connection with
the Sunday-school. When I was thinking of this yonder in Toron-
to, I thought of a man quoted tonight by the previous speaker,

Robert Raikes, and his Gloucester Sunday-school ; and it was sug-

gested to him by a young lady, and that \oung lady afterwards

became the wife of one of John Wesley's most eloquent preachers.

Sammy Bradburn ; and in connection with the first Sunday-school
in the world a quarter of a dollar, a shilling sterling, twenty-four

cents of our money, was paid to the teachers for teaching in that

Sunday-school. So I began to think from the germ and I saw
evolution and 'development and increase of organization until I

touched the World's Convention in the old historic city of Jeru-
salem.—organization from Robert Raikes' single school to the

World's Convention yonder in the city of Jerusalem ! Organization
is one of the outlooks. There is an educational outlook, and edu-

cation must never be forgotten in the teaching of the Holy Scrip-

tures. There is an evangelistic outlook. There never was such a

missionary outlook as today in the history of the church. There
are schools that give all the collections taken in them for missions.

I shall have something to say tomorrow night when I deal with
twentieth century Sunday-school ideals, but the outlook today is

an outlook of skilled labor. That is the demand of today. I ring

the bell at the office; "I want a job." "What can you do?" "Al-
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most anything." "We do not want you." Skilled labor is the de-

mand of today. Skilled labor is the demand of the church of the

living Gk)d today. I am always tender and always lenient when I

think of the mighty host of unskilled laborers that have worked in

the Sunday-school in the days and years gone by ;—men converted

to God ; men with good common sense ; men that never touched
the subject of higher criticism ; men that believed in the Bible from
its Alpha to its Omega, from its Genesis to its Revelation. Men
that have rendered immense service to our Sunday-schools all over
the world ; and yet. as it was said tonight, these are the men. and
these are the elect ladies, who are demanding more and more skill-

ed labor and longing to be better qualified to do this work : and
so the outlook never was so bright. The organization is large ; the

organization is hopeful ; the organization is responsible : and the

outlook is large and hopeful.

How is our Sunday-school faith
^
bounded ? Is it narrow or

is it broad, and if it be broad, how broad? Is our scholars' faith

bounded by our own Sunday-school? You know there are two
kinds of Methodists, and I can criticise them because I belong to

them myself. There are the little wee Methodists, whose faith is

bounded by their own circuit or by their own establishment ; and
then there are broad and large and grand Methodists that take in

the connectional interests of the church from its center to its cir-

cumference. If your faith is bounded by your own Sunday-school,

it is narrow : if it is bounded by your township, it is narrow ; if it is

bounded by your own county it is narrow; if it is bounded by your
own state, it is narrow. You must take in the world ! O, how
B. F. Jacobs talked about the world-wide Sunday School Work.
And today we have representatives in Japan, in Australia and in

India, and we are in touch with them through our Sunday-school
lesson committee.

Where does the divine come into the Sunday-school work? O,
my brethren, information and inspiration are the two things to

get at a convention ; but we must not forget that it is written,

*'Not by might nor by power but by my spirit, saith the Lord."
Where does the divine come into the Sunday-school work? First

in preparation ; and there is a two-fold preparation. You. teacher,

must prepare yourself as well as your lesson. I wonder if any
teachers are in the convention at this hour who never think of look-

ing at their lesson until Sunday a little while before the exercises

of the Sunday-school open ! Has any man or any woman a right

to expect the divine to come into preparation that is not worthy
of the name of preparation? What would you think of a pastor

who would not think of his sermon until an hour or two before the

bell rings to call the people to public worship? So I say that the

divine comes into the Sunday-school work in preparation. When
should I begin? On Sunday afternoon for next Sunday. And be-

fore you touch a lesson help or use a crutch that is provided for

you by the writers of lesson helps, read the text of the lesson over,
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let it simmer in )^our mind, turn it over in your thought ; in your
reading of the week have that lesson before your mind, and you
will be astonished at the help that will come to you from the news-
paper, magazine or book; and I tell you that you may have divine

help given to you in your preparation. Where does the divine come
in the act of teaching? I like to think of that Gentile pentecost re-

ferred to in the tenth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles : "Now
while Peter spake these words the Holy Ghost fell upon all who
heard the word." O, my dear teacher friends, put solid work into

your preparation
;
prepare as if there were no Holy Spirit to help

you ; let the sweat of your brain go into your preparation, and then

with kindling eye, and not with a lesson help on your knee,

—

which causes many a boy and girl to say, "He could not teach that

lesson if he hadn't the help on his knee ;"—it lessens the esteem
of your scholars ; and then beyond preparation and teaching add
soul winning, and never be satisfied until every member of your
class has decided for Christ and you have introduced him or her
into the church.

What measure of the Holy Spirit may we have in doing His
work? Perhaps we have no right to expect more than the princi-

ple laid down, "According to your faith be it unto you." But I like

to think of another word, "My God shall supply all your need."
not according to your faith, not according to your prayer, not ac-

cording to your desire ; "My God shall supply all your need," ac-

cording to what? O, the scale of supply! "according to his riches

in glory by Christ Jesus." That is the scale upon which the Lord
the Spirit will help you.

You have been discouraged. That is a wonderful picture in

the synagogue at Nazareth. I often think of it. There is the Mas-
ter in His own town and synagogue, and He was called upon to

read the Scriptures, and I suppose that Jesus knew by name every
person in the synagogue that morning, and Jesus opening the book
of the prophet Isaiah read, "The spirit of the Lord is upon me be-

cause he hath anointed me to preach (or teach) the gospel to the

poor," and then He shut the book and give it back to the minister,

and He looked out upon the congregation, and said, "This day is

this Scripture fulfilled in your hearing." as though He said to His
old neighbors in Nazareth, "I am the Messiah, I am the Son of
God, I am the Savior of the world,"

—"The Spirit of the Lord is

upon me, and this day," said He, "this Scripture is fulfilled in your
ears." Brethren and sisters, in going to teach in your Sunday-
school, or to do any work for the Master, you may, in a subordi-
nate sense, say, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me." You may
not have a great lesson, and you may not understand the princi-

ples of logic
;
you may have little or no rhetorical power ; but every

one of us may have the Holy Spirit resting upon us in doing the

work of Jesus.

Rev. S. C. Black dismissed the session with prayer and the

benediction.
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SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION.

The early meeting at six o'clock was led by C. E. Schenck.

The Workers' Conference at 8 o'clock was under direction of

y[v. J. H. Engle, who announced as the first topic,

THE SOURCE OF WISDOAI.

W. B. JACOBS.

Dr. Munro Gibson went from a great church in Chicago to a

great but quiet church in London. Visiting him the following-

year I w'as amazed at the quiet of things. I said, "How can you
stand it, after working in the drive of Chicago, to come to this out-

of-the-way place?" He said, "I have to stand it; I was so busy in

Chicago taking care of other people's souls that I had no time to

take care of my own; my study was opened at 9:15 in the morn-
ing ; I have sometimes gone there at half past 8 to have three quar-

ters of an hour with God, and found three or four mothers or

fathers or others waiting for the door to open that they might come
in and tell me of their troubles ; so I hardly found time to pray in

Chicago." We are in danger in our convention of getting so busy
that we do not have time for communion with God. It is fatal to

the convention, to the individual and to the church. For that rea-

son I rejoice in our six o'clock morning meeting, where we come
face to face with God ; and for that reason I have taken this as an
opening topic. "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God,
that giveth liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him."

Some one has said there are three expressions in the Bible that are

synonymous.

—

understanding, knoivledgc. wisdom. They are not

synonymous. Understanding is the capacity to take in knowledge

;

knowledge is the thing we get ; and wisdom is skill in the use of

knowledge. There are many people filled with knowledge who
cannot put it into practice. Thousands of college graduates have
knowledge, but they do not know how to use it; they lack wisdom.
There is danger that it may be thus with us. We may take the

teacher-training course; may go to conventions and learn all about
things, and not know how- to use them, how to bring them down to

the ordinary level of life. If ever I had a compliment in my life

it w^as from a traveling salesman for a hat store. He came to the

town where I formerly lived and where I w^as going to speak. He
asked if I was to speak the next day. which was Sabbath. I said

I expected to do so. He said, "I am glad of it; every time I hear

\ou speak I think I know better how to sell hats and be a Chris-

tian." That is what men want. They w^ant to know how to pur-

sue the ordinary walks of life and live with God. God has given

us understanding to acquire knowledge, but He does not give us

knowledge. We have to dig if we get knowledge. But when we
have the knowledge, how to use it is the next question, and. blessed

be God ! that very thing which we most need He says He will sup-
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ply. This Bible wisdom is the things which we call "tact." It is

said that people have to be born with tact. (lod does not say so.

Do you wish to know how to improve the golden opportunities

about you ? Do you wish to know how to walk in that wav so

God will be glorified and men will be blessed? You say, "I haven't

any tact." Ijlessed be (iod ! you can get tact. It is an obtainment
and not an attainment. You can obtain it just where others obtain

it,
—

"If any of you lack wisdom," tact, skill in the use of knowledge,
if you want to know how to do things so as to bring out the best

results for the glory of God and the good of those about you. there

is a place to get it.—you may "ask God." He will give you—

a

little mite? No. but according to your full capacity for receiving.

One thing that hinders God from giving me a thousand times more
than I have is that I have not the capacity to receive it. I may be

so filled with thoughts and purposes that there is no room. 1 may
desire skill in order to get the name of being a big superintendent,

or a training class leader, or a home department secretary, or a gen-

eral secretary of a Sunday-school association. We cannot get it

on any such basis as that. It is the empty heart that God fills. It

is the joy of my heart in this Illinois Convention, that I come in

contact and communion with the empty-hearted people of Illinois,

the ones who are not satisfied, but going about their work with

one supreme desire to know and do the will of God. When my
beloved daughter had been in Mexico for eleven months, she wrote
back and said, "I wish I knew where I was going to work, some
want me in Zacatecas, some in other places ; I wish I knew where
I was going." I wrote her, "Don't worry about that; keep on get-

ting ready ; study, learn the language ; study the people and the

Book, get accjuainted with God, and depend upon it, if you will put

your life into His hand and leave it there, He will find a place

for you, and He will get you into that very place where He wants
you." Don't worry about your place. Don't refuse to be president

of the county association because you feel you are not competent.

Tackle anything that God gives you to do, and depend upon Him
for resources ; He will supply all your need according to His riches

in glory by Christ Jesus. If any of you wish to know how to be a

better township officer or superintendent, or teacher, or temj)erance

worker, or a better mother, or a better father, or a better scholar,

or a better boy, or a better girl ; whatever God wants you to do, if

you are willing to let Him have His way, you will ^ct all the ivis-

dom you can use. He does not plank down a thousand dollars when
I need but one. Do you know the experience of the Sunday-school-

Association since brother Hare's death. I was unexpectedly asked

to act as treasurer. T have never seen very much ahead, nor have

I ever seen the fifteenth of the month come without the money to

pay every obligation of the State Association. God never spreads

our table for six months in advance, but when it is time to call our

workers to dinner, the table is always spread.

We are never able to "pay" our God for his loving kindness
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to us, yet He never fails to enter and fill every heart where there

is room for Him. Open the doors wide, brethren, and wherever
your field of labor is, and whatever God calls you to do, remember
that He says, "If any of }ou lack wisdom—ask of Him who giveth

to all men liberally, and upbraideth not. and if shall be given him.''

I think of the promises of God as being like the bed-spreads in

my mother's home. I slept in what we called a crib, right close to

mother's bed. How do you suppose she covered me up? Did she

use a spread just the size of that crib? No, she got a big spread

and tucked it in on one side and then on the other, and I had
spread enough for a double bed ; when mother covered a boy up
he was covered to keep. That is the way it is with the promises

of God. They cover us on this side and on the other side, and on
every side. You cannot find a difficult problem wherever you are

but you will find two things, if you study the Book ;—a promise
of God to meet your need, and an illustration of a man helped in

an emergency like yours. So He says. If any of you lack wisdom.
—if you do not know what to do, look up ! you may ask of God
who giveth liberally—think of that big spread !—and upbraideth

not. He stands waiting, and whenever you come to Him, He will

take you in and fill you ; whenever you come empty-hearted, long-

ing to do better things for him, then the gracious God comes with

His supply of wisdom and grace and blessing, and He will supply

all your need ; He will equip you for the task in hand,—•! mean
for today's task.

You are perhaps saying, "I wonder if God will supply my need
when other opportunities occur?" Don't worry about that. Let

Him supply your need today. Remember that He will be equal

to every day that comes. Miss Havergal says, "My God shall sup-

ply all our need according to His riches in gloiy by Christ Jesus

;

but He has not promised to supply all our notions." We have

notions of things we would like to have and be and do ; He will

not pay any attention to those : our notions will have to be buried

out of sight, but He giveth liberally to all and upbraideth not. ac-

cording to the measure of the need of today.

THE WHY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL EXTENSION.
A. T. ARNOLD.

We cannot define a word by negatives, neither can we tell why we
should do a certain thing by giving some of the motives that ought

not to prompt our service. Let us remember that we are not to or-

ganize new schools, simply that we may come to this convention

to make a great report that men may look at us and say. "He is

doing a marvelous work. This is a magnificent report; you are do-

ing well." Let us remember that verse in the Bible that says.

"Whether therefore ye eat or drink or whatsoever ye do, do all

to the glory of God." It is not that you or I may be lifted up. but

that God may be glorified.
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We ought to extend our Sunday-school work because it is God's

plan. He says, "Gather me the people together, and I will make
them hear my words, that they may learn to fear me all the days

that they shall live upon the earth, and that they may teach their

children." There is as great necessity for the assembling of our-

selves together that we may learn to fear God as there was in Moses'

day. I was impressed last night with what Dr. Potts said about

the statement of Marion Lawrance in England : "I come from a land

where there are thirteen million in the Sunday-schools,"—yes. and

there are eight hundred thousand in Illinois, and six and twenty

millions in the world. I fear lest the fact that there are eight hun-

dred thousand in Illinois, and thirteen millions in America, twenty-

six millions in the world may make us self-satisfied, lest we pat

ourselves on the back and think we are doing a marvelous work;

but the one thing which ought to take hold of our souls is the fact

that there are eight hundred thousand more in Illinois that ought

to be in Sunday-school, that there are thirteeH million more in

America that ought to be in Sunday-school, that there are many,

manv millions more in the world that ought to be in Sunday-school,

and this ought to drive us out into the byways and into the hedges

that we may compel them to come in. Conditions demand it ; oppor-

tunity makes it possible.

The Sunday-school work ought to be extended for the sake of

our homes. There is little home teaching. I am appalled as I travel

up and down Jllinois to find thousands and thousands of homes

where the father and the mother profess to be followers of Jesus

Christ, and yet they never think of opening the Word and gather-

ing their little family about them and teaching them the marvel-

ous truths of God's Word. Our homes demand it. Instead of say-

ing that the instruction of the home is supplementing the work of

the Sunday-school, we might say that the Sunday-school is just

supplementing the work of the home ; that would be the right con-

dition of things.

A look into the future energizes the present. The danger is

not that your boy, or mine, will not possess money, social standing,

the gift of speech, that he shall not achieve success, but the great

danger is that he will not be what he ought to be. Let us remember

that if he is to be what he ought to be, a follower of Jesus Christ,

and if future generations are to be what they ought to be, the boys

and girls of today, who are to be the fathers and mothers of to-

morrow, must receive from our hands that which shall give new life

and make life effective, so that they in turn may transmit to future

generations that which only a godly parentage can give. No man,

no woman, is fit to assume the responsibility that comes to a father

and to a mother until they have given their hearts to Jesus Christ.

For the sake of the church. There is a vital relation that ex-

ists between the church and the Sunday-school. It is a depart-

ment of church work. I do not like the idea of joining a class

meeting or a ladies' aid society or a foreign missionary society,

—
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I like the idea of joining the whole thing. Yet there is a very vital

relation that exists between the Sunday-school and the church.

What did Dr. Potts say last night? five hundred out of seven hun-
dred in the West Toronto District came into the church as a re-

sult of Sunday-school work. Professor Fox, I think, of Louisville,

says that seventy-five per cent, of church building results from
Sunday-school enterprise ; that eighty-five per cent, of church mem-
bership comes from the Sunday-school ; and that ninety-five per

cent, of the ministers of the Gospel come from the Sunday-school.

On the other hand, there is but a small proportion of the time,

energy and money of the church spent in Sunday-school work.
What would the dividend be if the investment were commensurate
with it? Only God can tell. We need to be better business men
and women in the Sunday-school and make larger investment where
the best dividends are paid.

Lastly : Because I nieed the strength that will come through
such service. Self-activity begets strength. So far as I am con-

cerned, I have gotten njore out of this work for myself than I have
ever been able to give, and that is true of your service as well as

mine. Not alone that the community in which we live needs it,

but I need to give the service that I may be strengthened through
it. We need to establish new Sunday-schools, to go out into the

byways and the hedges, not alone for the destitute community, but

because we need to serve, that out of that service there may come
to us growth and strength. Let us remember as we go out to do
missionary work during the coming year, that God will give us,

through that service, infinitely more than we will ever be able to

give to anyone else.

THE HOW OF SUNDAY SCHOOL EXTENSION.
MISS LULU M. DAVIDSON.

I believe in Teacher-Training and would that all of our teach-
ers knew the Book, the child, and how to give the truth taught in

the Book to the child so that it would become a part of the life of
the child. I believe in Written Reviews, in the Loyal Army Plan,
in the Home Department, in the Temperance Department, and
the Cradle Roll and would that they were in every school. I be-
lieve in Rally Day and thank God for Decision Day when our boys
and girls are given a chance to say "yes" to Jesus Christ. But have
we not in our anxious desire to have a Front Line School forgot-
ten the aim of our great Illinois Association : "A Sunday-school
within reach of every home," and "The visitation of every home to

invite all to church and Sunday-school and to make known to all

God's free offer of Salvation through Jesus Christ?" It would
seem from the report read yesterday by our beloved General Sec-
retary, that perhaps such is the case and we do well to listen to

his message when he says:

"There can be no heresj- so great as the heresy of selfishness, which makes
us satisfied with doing that which is easy and convenienr, that which calls

5
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for little self-sacritice while scores and hundreds in the counties and town-
ships where we live are yet unreached, unsaved, unblest. Well will it be
for the cause of Christ in Illinois when everj' Count}- and Township Officer

shall read and meditate each day upon the words of Jesus, // is not the will

of your Father ivhich is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish."

and so this morning I am glad indeed to speak to you on the How of
Sunday-school extension, as it is being solved here in De Witt
County.

Last October at the annual county convention the De Witt Coun-
ty Sunday-school Association came face to face with a great and
grave problem—^there were fewer Sunday-schools in the county and
fewer scholars in the schools than there were four years ago. while
the population of the county was increasing. The need of Sunday-
school extension was recognized at this time, but the problem of
how to meet this need was not solved until the meeting of the

county executive committee in December. Then it was decided

that a House-to-House Visitation of the entire county should be

made and every man, woman and child should be found and given
a personal invitation to church and Sunday-school. x-\nd so the

work was planned : first, that a Field Worker be secured to super-

intend this work ; second, that one week be given in each of the

thirteen townships for this special work ; third, that as far as pos-

sible it should be done through the township organization.

The work began here in Clintonia township, March 31 and the
same general plan has been adopted in each of the seven townships
canvassed. The county officers had presented the work to be done.
had written to all township officers, pastors and superintendents
concerning it, and had printed the plan in the County Sunday-
school Directory, giving the dates for the work in each township.
And yet it has been found necessary to hold two preparatory meet-
ings in each township to arouse the workers to the need of the

work to be done, and make our busy men and women see that God
called them to take time to do this work. These meetings have
been held and then a call made for volunteers to act as visitors.

When the visitors have been secured the town or township has
been districted according to the number of visitors, sending them
out two by two. The aim has been to give those Vho canvass in

town from twenty-five to forty homes to visit and those in the coun-
try from fifteen to twenty-five homes. We use the cards prepared
by Mr. Jacobs. On the card of instructions we have found it help-

ful not only to write the boundaries of the district to be visited, but
on the reverse side of the card to draw a diagram of the district.

In the country we put in the roads and dot the houses along the

roads. In this way no houses are missed. In town the streets are

drawn ofif by blocks and the starting place indicated. This can
easily be done with the aid of a county atlas or plat book.

The canvass has been made each week, as far as possible, on
Wednesday afternoon between one and six o'clock. In the towns
the visitors meet at some central location, are given their districts,
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and definite instructions as to filling out the cards and after a little

talk and earnest prayer go out to visit. The cards are all returned

to the Field Worker who carefully goes over each card and makes

up the statistics by districts. Then the cards are sorted out ac-

cording to the church membership or preference and turned over

to the pastors or representatives of the church. Duplicates are

made of all cards where there is no church preference and a card

given to each church.

On Sunday afternoon and evening a Township Rally is held.

These Rallies are taking the place of the regular township conven-

tions this year. The special features of the programs for these

Rallies are the one-minute testimonies of those who have done the

visiting, and they have been a real bit of inspiration every time.

Then the presentation of the results of the canvass, the need as

shown by the canvass and a plea for united effort to follow up this

canvass with active, aggressive work. We have been using maps
of the city and township in presenting this work. A map has been

prepared for each township like the one before you. (A large map
of De Witt County was stretched across the platform showing the

townships and section lines. The churches and school houses were

all located on the map, and on the townships which had been can-

vassed were many large black disks and small squares.)

The districts are outlined in red. the churches and school

houses, where they have Sunday-schools, in gold. The large black

disks are for families where not one member belongs to Jesus

Christ, and the small black squares stand for the boys and girls

outside of Sunday-school. Our Master has been pleased to use

these simple maps to make His children see the need. It does ap-

peal to Christian men and women when they see a district like this

where so many homes are without Christ, so many children out of

Sunday-school, and a little school house with its open door or a

church with its door closed. It does make His children go forth

in His name and put a Sunday-school Avithin reach of these homes
—these children.

At the Clintpnia Rally held in this church we showed two pic-

tures of Clinton—this one (a large map of the city showing the

six churches and 249 black squares) showing the churches and
their location and the location of the 249 families without Christ

in their homes, indicated by the black squares. And this picture

(a map of the city outlined in white on black cloth with six gold

churches and sixteen white skulls and cross bones), gave food for

thought when it was shown with the question "What shall the

harvest be?" Over seven hundred boys and girls out of Sunday-
school and six churches and sixteen saloons at work for them

!

The result of Sunday-school week in each township thus far,

with the special meetings and canvass, has been to arouse men and
women to go to work for the boys and girls as never before. New
Sunday-schools have been organized, preaching services have been

established, Home Departments and Cradle Rolls started, new
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workers discovered and set to work, committees appointed to follow

up this work. Wherever the canvass is being followed up the

church and Sunday-school attendance is steadily increasing.

In order that this work may be of permanent value, when the

canvass of the last township is completed, a tour of the county is to

be made by the Field Worker, Primary and Home Department
superintendents and a singer. There will be a one day school of

instruction held in some central place in each township where
through conferences and addresses an effort will be made to help

all the Sunday-schools to become more effective in all lines of work
and help them follow up the work started by this house-to-house

visitation.

From our work here the past two months we have found some
things necessary for successfully carrying on the work. First :

—

There should be a determined and steadfast purpose on the part

of the County and Township officers and Sunday-school officers

that this visitation must be done and nuist be followed up. Second

:

That the work must be thoroughly and systematically planned.

The meetings and canvass of each township should be so well ad-

vertised and well known that there will be no other meetings to

conflict. The pastors should be aroused and interested in the work
beforehand. For much of the success of the work depends upon
the pastors. The visitors should be the best busy Christian men
and women in the community. The character of the work is

stamped by the men and women engaged in it. The visitors should

be carefully instructed as to their territory, the way in which the

cards are to be filled out. and the purpose of their visit. The peo-

ple at large in the county should be kept in touch with the work
through the printed reports in all of the weekly papers in the coun-
ty. The Sunday-school workers should be kept interested and en-

thusiastic through weekly letters sent to them. Dare to make this

great work for boys and girls a "big thing" in your county and
keep it before all of the people. Third : The work must be steadily,

persistently pushed. Take nothing for granted. Leave nothing un-

done that could make the work a success. Talk it, write it, print it,

keep everlastingly at it. Fourth : There must be earnest private

and united prayer for the work. Through all the i)urpose and the

planning and the pushing, pray, pray, PR.\Y. Dare to ask for

great results from your work for Jesus Christ. Have all of your
workers stop sometime each day—perhaps at the noon hour and
unitedly present the work to our Father.

Sunday-school work may be extended and will be extended
through house-to-house visitation if we all really believe that "it is

not the >vill of your Father that one of these little ones should
perish." and if we would oft'er the prayer suggested in our General
Secretary's report:

"Heavenly Father, I feel just as you do about this matter, and
by thy grace I zvill work this day, this week, this year, and will

keep zvorking until there is not a boy or girl or yonng person or old
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person in my tozvnship or county ivho has not been invited to

Sunday-school and a Sunday-school provided for them to attend."

ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE ON ORGANIZED
SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORK.

J. H. ENGLE.

There is a beautiful combination of the head and heart in the

Illinois work. I am sure that as we try to soften the heart we
should try to harden the head, and the more we harden the head
the more need we have to soften the heart. Let us pause right here

while some one offers prayer for the dark spots in this and in other

states ?

The convention rose and P. P. Laughlin offered prayer.

Mr. Engle : I can readily see how these addresses should sug-

gest questions. I am supposed to protect the convention from long
speeches from now on to the end of this period. If you have a

question to ask Miss Davidson concerning the difficulties and how
they were surmounted, I wish you would do it.

A Delegate : Do I understand that the families indicated on
that map do not attend church, and, if so, how many are there who
do not?

Miss Davidson : The black spots represent families where no
member attends church. Some of them do not even have a. church
preference. It has amazed me to find out how many people do not

have a preference for some church.

Q. Do you find any families who do not attend church but

who belong to some church? A. We have found many families

where they say, "Yes, my name is on the church book ;" who for

years have not been to a church. When the name goes down they

want it to appear that they are in the church of the living God.
O. What was the inspiration for this work? A. The realiza-

tion that the Sunday-school was not getting the boys and girls.

Q. How did you get visitors? A. That was a question.

They all began with one accord to make excuses. We tried to

hold up Jesus Christ and let them get a vision of Him. There was
not a man who said, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" who
did not find an answer. I believe when we put the need as it is,

and make the appeal as coming from Him, that we will get the

required help. We had enough visitors in every township except
one, and peculiar circumstances prevailed there.

O. Did you have a chairman and let him select them ? A. No,
we called for volunteers.

O. In those nine townships, how many children do not go
to any Sunday-school? A. I think the proportion would be fullv

one-half; in some more, in some less. I think we will find about
fifty per cent, in the Sunday-school.

O. I heard the pastor of a very prominent church in this state

say the other day, that he did not think much of that kind of
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Sunday-school work because he believed all the children in our
county are in a Sunday-school.

Ex-Pres. Hart : He does not know a thing about it.

]\Iiss Davidson : In one of the blackest townships here one of

the prominent workers said. "We have all the children that belonc^

to us."

Mr. W. p. Wakeman: Did you have any opposition?

Miss D.widson : No. with the exception of three families.

Every visitor has reported that the people said. "We arc j2:lad to

have you come."
Mr. Wakemax : I mean from the pastors or from the churches

themselves ?

Miss David.sox : I don't think we had any real opposition. We
had some indifference. We have not found any pastors in De Witt
County who opposed us.

O. What was the card system you spoke of? A. It is a card
system published by Mr. W. B. Jacobs. General Secretary of our
State Association. We came face to face with some problems that

deprived us of sleep ; then we asked the Father and the stone wall

went down. The best week we had was in answer to prayer.

O. Did you have any Catholic cards? A. Yes. and we turned

over the cards to the priest.

Dr. C. C. Miller: What did the priest say?

Miss Davidso.x : The priest said that we did not ^ive him as

many as he was entitled to. There were 246 not at home, and a
large number from his church were missing. These are being
visited, and the statistics are being revised, and I think he will get
all the cards that belong to him. We make duplicate cards of those
who do not belong to any church. In Clinton we made five dupli-

cates, and every pastor had one of those cards. Don't you think it

will amount to something when all these pastors call on a family?
Mr. Exgle : The priest in our town wrote a very gracious note

acknowledging the courtesy, and his good will was not sacrificed

by the solicitation.

O. How did you manage the work in the township? Did vou
call a meeting of the township officers? A. A list showing which
week the Sunday-school work would be prosecuted in each town-
ship was printed in the directory. We are sending out about one
hundred letters every week to pastors, superintendents and to those
interested, giving the results of the canvass the week before, and
all the county papers are publishing the statistics week by week.
It is surprising to find out how people, who are not Sunday-school
people, have been reading about the work, and how interested they

are in it.

O. 'Will you publish in tabulated form the statistics after they
are completed?

Miss D.widsox : Brother Rundle .says "Yes."

Q. Would that not be a way to stir up counties in which there

is no feeling of need? A. Yes. sir. This work of preparation
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has been going on since the first of the year in De Witt County.
The ofificers have been talking, praying and writing about it. When
I went into a township where they did not seem to know much
about the work, I tried in the first meeting to bring them face to face

with the great need of going out after the boys and girls. If you
can get some idea of the number of children out of the Sunday-
school and make a map in black and white, showing the proportions

of those out and in, that arouses interest ; it did here in Clinton,

—

just the blackness of Clintonia township made them feel that the work
must be done. As the work goes on the enthusiasm spreads from
one township to another. There was one neighborhood where there

was no school and they started one there "so it would not be black-

when Miss Davidson came."

O. Did the visitation reveal anything as to the cause of the in-

difference? If we could know that, it would help us as teachers

and preachers. I heard a man say yesterday, "There are more
preachers in this convention than any past year." This shows
that the preachers are responding to the influence of this work.

]\Iiss Davidson : We found to our amazement family after

family who have been in the neighborhood from one to five years,

and not a Christian man or woman in the neighborhood had called

upon them ; family after family which has moved from other states

with the church letters in the trunk, and no one came and said,

"We would like to have you come to our church." One home was
visited where the lady lived three miles from the church, and not
a pastor had been there in eighteen years. Another woman upon
whom no one had called, said, "If I go there I will feel very lonely,

more lonely than if I staid at home." I think the indifference not
owing to the fact that the pastors have not done the visiting,

—

they cannot do it all,—but it is because we who belong to Jesus
Christ have been just a bit selfish and have not looked after those
who lived on our right hand and on our left hand ; and there are

parents in De Witt County who are just starving for a little bit of
love. The pastors are not entirely to blame. We Christians have
not been doing our full duty.

Rev. Wm. Smith : How easy it is for an individual to stand
aloof. The difficulty is not entirely with the other side of the house.
We have been told of people who are in the church and who move
to some other section and stay out of the church ; they manifest
no interest, they stand aloof, and I cannot understand why it is.

Miss Davidson : If we show them the love of Christ we will

win them eventually. I remember one family (not in this countv),
where the girl ran away from me time after time, but I didn't give
her up, and at the end of twelve months she was in the church,
and two months later she belonged to Jesus Christ. It was hard
work and discouraging, but I felt that I must have her! and it is

our part to speak to these people who do not come, and to show
a great deal of Christ's love for them. We cannot answer for their
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fault, but we know whether or not we have done all He wants us
to do for them.

A Delegate: I would like to say something about these black

spots. I know on whom a great deal of the responsibility lies for

these black spots : it lies on the Christian workers of this county.

I was raised right there (pointing to the map). I went to that

schoolhouse and there never has been any Christian church in that

vicinity and very little missionary work done there, and it could

have been done if the Christian people had seen fit to go into that

section and work. I would have been a Christian man twenty years

earlier if I had had some one to show me. My mother taught me
about Christ in one of those black spots, but she died and I missed

her tutorage. I want that place redeemed, and if my money will

do it I will redeem that black spot

!

Mr. Engle: I was interested in this map. It is a good invest-

ment to put such a clear view of conditions before the eyes of the

people. In a convention in Missouri, Mr. Allen presented such a

map. A German farmer was there. There was a black spot on his

property. The black spot was offensive. He said : "I do not like

that black spot on my farm." Mr. Allen kindly persisted that his

business w^as to let the people know the facts and then the results

would take care of themselves. The old German finally broke out,

"It is pretty near the end of the year and I will put it in the lease
!"

The man who rents that farm next year has to agree as one of the

requirements that somebody will have to go to Sunday-school.

TELEGRAM FROM W. C. PEARCE.
(read by a. h. mills.)

Elreno, Oklahoma, May 23, 1905.

To Illinois S. S. Convention, Greeting : Love to the brethren. Great
Convention here—500 delegates. Read First Corinthians, fifteen, fifty-eight.

W. C. Pearce.

On motion of Ex-Pres. Hart, Mr. Mills was instructed to send

a suitable response, and the following telegram was sent

:

W. C. Pearce, care State Sunday-school Convention, Elreno, Oklahoma

:

Illinois greets you and Convention. Read Philemon three to six.

Henry Moser^ President.

FURTHER REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE.

P. P. Laughlix : We recommend as Chairman of our delega-
tion to the International Convention at Toronto, Mr. W. B. Jacobs.

Chicago.

For Vice-President from Illinois, Mr. W. B. Rundle, Clinton.

For member of International Executive Committee from Illinois,

Mr. A. H. Mills, Decatur.

For member of Nominating Committee at Toronto Convention,

Mr. F. A. Wells, Chicago.



Illinois Sunday School Convention. 65

The report was unanimously adopted.

Mr. Knox P. Taylor offered prayer. "Be ye reconciled to God,"

was sung.

BIBLE STUDY—"THE RELATION BETWEEN A JOYFUL
RELIGION AND EFFECTIVE SERVICE FOR THE

MASTER."
REV. JOHN POTTS, D.D.

I am not sure but David in the Fifty-first Psalm had this idea

in his mind when he prayed, "Restore unto me the joy of thy salva-

tion; and uphold me with thy free spirit; then will I teach trans-

gressors thy ways ; and sinners shall be converted into thee."

There is hardly a subject in the world so unfairly treated as

the subject of religion. Unfortunately it is misrepresented by some
of those who profess it, and it is unworthily spoken of by some
who do not profess it. If I were to come to this city to speak

on the subject of commerce, you would expect me to speak of the

merchant princes of this North American continent in illustration

of my theme. If I were to speak on science, you would expect me
to name the foremost scientists of the day. If I were to speak on

education, you would expect me to know the leading educators in

the United States and in Canada and elsewhere. But when the

subject of religion is introduced, there are those in every community
who point the finger to the poorest specimens of religion, and then

say, "That is religion for you ! !
!" instead of taking the best speci-

mens of religion and saying, "That is what religion has done

:

therefore, that is what religion can do."

The key-note of Christianity is in the angel message, "Fear not.

for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy." The Christian

religion is the only religion which is joyful. All heathen religions

are full of fear and terror and dread concerning both the present

and the future, but the key-note of Christianity is joy, and, there-

fore, I speak to you today, as a company of Christian students of

the Word and Christian workers of a joyful religion. There is no
other religion referred to in the Bible; from beginning to end it is

the joyful religion. Listen to Moses in his farewell address to

Israel, "Happy art thou, O Israel ; who is like unto thee, O people

saved by the Lord." Then you come down to David and he says.

"Happy is that people, that is in such a case : yea, happy is that

people, whose God is the Lord." Then turning from David to

Solomon ;—if I wanted the poorer side of Solomon I would go to

the book of Ecclesiastes, the autobiography of a dissatisfied world-

ling who says, "Vanity of vanities, all is vanity ;" but when I want
to see the better side of Solomon, I turn to Proverbs and ask Solo-

mon, "What is your testimony about religion?" You find it in

Proverbs 3:17: "Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her

paths are peace." Leaving the Old and coming to the New Testa-

ment, what does the Alaster say? "Hitherto have ye asked nothing
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in my name; ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full."

Ask Paul, and he says, "Rejoice in the Lord ahvay: and ag^ain I

sav. Rejoice." "Finally, my brethren," says Paul, "rejoice in the

Lord." Then ask John. You will find John talking about wonder-
ful things concerning the glories of the future. If you ask Peter

vou will hear him speak about the inheritance that is incorruptible

and undcfiled and that fadeth not away. You remember that John
was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day. True religion and joyful

religion are synonymous in my thought and in my expression this

morning, (i) True religion always begins with God. (2) True
religion has something to do in fellowship with kindred minds.

(3) True religion has something to do in work, in consecrated

service for the bringing into the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ

those who are experimentally unacquainted with religion, and, there-

fore, with joyful religion.

I. True religion begins with God. It begins with God in wor-

ship. The most wonderful transaction of the human mind is in

worship. How often we bow the knee and begin a prayer without

thinking of the Being whom we are approaching. How often we
join in the solemnities of public prayer in the prayer meeting and
in the church service and in the Sunday-school without grasping

the thought that we are coming into the presence of the Infinite and
Eternal God ! My dear friends, there is nothing more joyful than

worship on the part of those who are in harmonious relations to

the divine. What light is to the eye, or knowledge to the intellect,

or music to the ear, what love is to the heart, worship is to a soul

in right relations to our Father, God. What that lovely landscape

of hill and dale and flower and tree and shrub is to an educated eye,

such is the vision of God in worship to the eyes that have been

unsealed by the regenerating power of the Holy Ghost. What
nmsic, in its distinctions of sound in a harmonious whole, is to an
educated ear, so is the melody of praise and worship to the ears

that have been opened by the transforming power of the divine

Spirit. I shall never forget a concert given by my organist in the

Metropolitan Church in Toronto, years ago. I was sitting down
in the congregation, and the choir sang that exquisitely beautiful

anthem, "God is a spirit," and as I listened to it. when they

came to those wonderful words, "the Father seeketh such to wor-
ship Him," I was almost overwhelmed at the idea of God being out
in His universe in search of worshipers. "God is a Spirit : and they
that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth," for

"the Father .seeketh such to worship Him." I had my note book
and pencil in a moment to note the impression on my mind, and
next Sunday morning I preached on the subject of the spirituality

of God, "and the spirituality of worship. I am so glad to say to you
today that this joyful religion in worship is not confined to Sun-
days and is not confined to sanctuaries : I know that it is found in

a Sunday morning service when the choir leads in that glorious
hvmn, "Holv, holv, holv." or in Old Hundred, or in anv other of
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the grand hymns of the Christian hymnology of today ; but it is a

delightful thought to me that wherever we are in the providence

of God we may experience this joyful religion in the worship to

which I am now referring. Like Jacob at Bethel, a stone may be

our pillow and heaven our canopy ; like Daniel in Babylon, with

his window open towards Jerusalem, the windows of our souls may
be open towards the New Jerusalem ; like Nathaniel under the fig

tree, the Master may say, "I saw thee under the fig tree," or like

John on the barren isle of Patmos, we may be in the spirit wher-
ever in the providence of God we may be. "They that wait upon
the Lord shall renew their strength ; they shall mount up with

wings as eagles ; they shall run. and not be weary ; and they shall

walk, and not faint." True religion, joyful religion, is living and
progressive in relation to God.

2. Wherever there is joyful religion it finds expression in fel-

lowship as well as in worship. What would we do without fellow-

ship? It is not good for man to be alone. Tell me the character

of a company, and I will tell you the character of the topics of that

company. Here is a company of politicians, in view of a general

or state election, and they meet together, and you can determine

what they will talk about. Here is a company of scientists, and
the achievements of the past and the greater achievements of the

future yet to come will be the topic of their conversation. Here is

a company of Christians ; I will not inquire into their denomina-
tional relations, but they love the Lord Jesus Christ, and I can

tell you what their testimony and their work shall be. Did you ever

think of the bonds of Christian fellowship as joyful bonds? I am
so glad that they are not ecclesiastical. I am glad that I have the

privilege of again and again meeting others who are not of my
own ecclesiastical relation. They are not doctrinal bonds either,

because if they were I might not be able to have fellowship with
my Calvinistic brother. There he is and he starts from the stand-

point of the divine sovereignty ; here I am and I start from the

standpoint of the freedom of the will : where do we meet ? At the

cross in Christ : therefore, the bonds of fellowship are pleasant and
happy and joyful because they are neither ecclesiastical nor doctri-

nal but spiritual in Christ Jesus. The topics of Christian fellowship

are very happy and joyful. Could you imagine a company of God's
people, of Sunday-school workers, meeting together and not having
Jesus Christ in the center? Charles Lamb, one night, in London,
in the midst of his literary friends, was asked, "What should we do
if some of our departed friends were to appear in our midst to-

night? What should we do if Shakespeare should appear?" "O,"
said Lamb, "of course we should rise in recognition of the myriad-
minded Shakespeare." And another, more adventuresome, said,

"What should we do if Jesus Christ should appear?" "O," said

Lamb, "we should all kneel." Wasn't it beautiful? If Shakespeare
comes we rise because he represents the myriad-minded man. Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, the Savior of the world, appears, and we
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bow the knee in homage and in worship to the King eternal,

thf! Lord invisible, the only wise God. In that fellowship concern-

ing Jesus Christ did you ever notice how people approach you?
One comes on the pathway of song and sings. "What a friend wc
have in Jesus," or "How sweet the name of Jesus sounds in a be-

liever's ear;" another, more theologically inclined, comes along the

highway of one or the other of those massive passages that teach

the divinity and incarnation of Jesus Christ, such a verse as the

fourteenth of the first chapter of John,
—"And the Word was made

flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as

of the only begotten of the father) full of grace and truth." Did
you ever think of the poverty of language when you want to ex-

press your estimate of Jesus Christ? We struggle to get the best

expression that we can but we always fail to express adequately
our own estimation of Jesus Christ, the center of all true Christian

fellowship.

You cannot imagine in this fellowship jicople meeting together
without giving prominence to the Word of God. We have our pet

passages and our pet promises. So we call to remembrance a pas-

sage of Scripture that came to us in the room of sorrow and be-

reavement and temptation and trouble, and that is the passage that

we are likely to quote. I have a pet passage, and I often write

it at the foot of a letter to my friends. Philippians 4:19; this is my
word for you, my friend : "My God shall supply all your need ac-

cording to his riches in glory by Ciirist Jesus." Then we talk in

our fellowship of the way where grace found us ; what grace has

done for us. and what grace shall yet do for us until we are pre-

sented spotless and faultless before the throne with exceeding joy.

So true religion, joyful religion, finds its expression, first in the

worship of God, and then in kindred .fellowship. In that fellowship

we meet the best and the purest and the most unselfish of earth :

we meet the old fathers who for a long time have been the leaders

in the sacramental host of God's elect, and we listen to their enthu-
siastic testimony for the Master ; we meet the sweet singers of Israel

whose love seems to be one perpetual melody ; we meet the quiet

Marys sitting at the feet of Jesus; and we meet the busy Marthas
wiiose work is a token of their love for their Lord and Savior.

Jesus Christ.

3. True religion, joyful religion, finds its expression in Chris-
tian work. The soul that simply worships God, that holds com-
munion or fellowship with brother and sister Christians and does
nothing more, is a failure; and so there is joyful work as well as

joyful worship. Congenial work is always pleasant, it is always
jdvful. Here is a statesman, and a great thought has gone into his

mind ; he revolves it and turns it over, and he says, "If that thought
can be translated into the law of my state or country, it will give an
elevation to citizenship and a defense to civilization." Here is a

doctor and he is called to see a patient ; he feels the pulse, takes the
temperature, diagnoses the case, takes a pencil and writes a pre-
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scription, and says. "I will be here tomorrow." and he calls to-

morrow, and again he says. ''I will be here tomorrow," and he comes
again and again and again, and one day he comes and says. '"I

don't think I need to come again." Do not say that that man has
done all this for the check which you will pay him. Of course,

there is the bread-and-butter side to professional life, but that man,
if he is a true doctor, has a joy. He is thinking of your child when
he is driving through the streets ; he is thinking of your child when
he is sitting in his library ;—he looks up and sees a book on the

shelf and says, "I may get something there to help that patient."

So in all true work, whether it is that of a statesman or of a doctor

or of a lawyer or of a great student who is solving a problem in

philosophy or mathematics and solves it well, there is a thrill of

joy. Christian work is congenial, and, therefore, it is pleasant.

What is Christian work? It begins with the cultivation of your
own soul. No matter what you do for others, do not neglect your
own garden. The measure of our success in saving others is the

measure of our own consecration to God and relation to God. You
cannot afford to neglect the culture of your own soul by prayer and
meditation, which is almost one of the lost arts in this strenuous
age, yet it is one of the most enriching exercises that the child of

God can engage in. You come to study the \\"ord,—do you call

that work? No, I do not call it work, the way many do it and
sometimes the way I do it ! I think there are two ways of studv-
ing the Bible : there is a devotional way. a prayerful way ; and the
way of just passing through. I want to impress you today with the
thought that you should take that Book as a college student will

take a text-book upon which he shall be examined and upon which
his degree will depend, and you should say. "This is God's revela-

tion to me and I should understand it and study it." and there will

be sweat of the heart and of the brain if you solve the problems
you will come in contact with in the Word of God : but in such
study there is joy, and you will turn perhaps for your inspiration

to the Nineteenth Psalm, the Psalm of Israel, and you will sav,

"Moreover by them is thy servant warned : and in tlie keeping of
them there is great reward." Having paid attention to your own
soul's cultivation, you are prepared to go out and to do work for
the Master. O, the joy of congenial work! We sometimes talk

about heaven ; I am not sure that there is anything more blessed in

heaven than the joy of winning souls on earth. I do not envv the
angels of God for I have the joy of winning souls here. I know of
no greater joy than that. The Savior knew of no greater joy, "who
for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising
the shame," in view of the redemption and the salvation of the
world.

If there is any man to be pitied in the great State of Illinois, it

is the man who has nothing to do. There are dead-heads in the
church, who call Christ "Master" and yet are doing nothing for
the Master. O. the joy of work ! Then the jov of its reward. We
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talk sometimes about the reward at the end. Dear brethren and
sisters, the Lord does not keep His reward for the Great Dav. "Be
thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life." I

remember quoting it at Polycarp's grave in Smyrna last year as I

stood beside his tomb. But today Jesus Christ gives vou your re-

ward
;
you have it day by day ; though there will be a crowning dav.

Some of you have been discouraged already in the work. Do not
lose sight of joyful religion, for if you did not know it before you
will know it then, that one and another and another decided for

Christ in your class. A factory boy met with an accident ; he was a
pupil of a mission school in New York ; and he said he would like to

see his teacher. His teacher came and he said. "Teacher, they think
that I am likely to die ; I want to tell you that I found Jesus in the
mission school, and I would like to have you sing with me a hvmn
we sang in the mission school. 'There is a fountain filled with
blood.' " They sang verse after verse together until they came to

the verse, "Then in a nobler sweeter song," and the teacher finished

it. for the spirit of the factory boy had gone to sing the song of
redemption before the throne. Be thou faithful unto death

!

Cultivate your own Christian life, and then the overflow of your
joyful religion will influence others to come to Christ.

Dr. Potts led in a responsive service from "International Praise,"

"Holy, Holy, Holy," and quoted Lord Tennyson as saying that thi?

is one of the finest hymns in the English language.

REPORT OF TREASURER.
To the Forty-seventh Annual Convention of the Illinois Sitnday-

school Association; Fellow Sunday-school Workers:
It afifords me much satisfaction that again this year, as for past

several years, I am able to make a report which reveals a deep in-

terest on the part of the .Sunday-school workers of Illinois in the
work of our State Sunday School Association. The condition of
our finances during the entire year has been satisfactory in a marked
degree. We have been able to meet the regular obligations of our
Association on the 15th of each month without borrowing money,
while our pledge of $1,000 for International Sunday-school work
was paid earlier this year than ever before.

A contribution of some amount has been received from everv
County in Illinois except Massac. 93 counties have paid their

pledges in full. The following have made a contribution of some
amount though not the full amount pledged or expected: Grundy,
Will, Winnebago, Pike. Scott, Crawford, Jefiferson. and Alexander—eight.

Star Counties.—The number of counties on our Star List this

year, which means that they have paid a sum equal to two cents
per member for their entire Sunday-school membership, is forty-
eight. The number of counties on our Star List last year was forty-
five. Our list of Star Counties is as follows: Du Page, Lake.
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Boone, De Kalb, Kendall, McHenry, Carroll, JoDaviess, Lee, White-
side, Mercer, Stark, Bureau, La Salle, Marshall, Putnam, Ford,

Iroquois, Kankakee, McLean, Woodford, McDonough, Warren,
Brown, Cass, Schuyler, Calhoun, Greene, Jersey, Morgan, Christian,

Mason, Menard, De Witt, Macon, Moultrie, Piatt, Champaig-n,

Clark, Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar, Effingham, Fayette, Washing-
ton, Jackson, Randolph, Gallatin.

Of these counties twenty-six have been on our Star List for five

consecutive years ; five for four consecutive years ; six for three

consecutive years, and five for two consecutive years.

Ten counties which are on our Star List this year were not Star

Counties in 1904, though they have been on this list for one or more
years prior to last year. Schuyler, Champaign and Effingham
counties are on our Star List for the first time this year. Grundy,
Winnebago and Scott were Star Counties in 1904, but are not on
our List this year.

The total receipts from all sources this year amount to $11,-

649.58, which is about $90 more than the total amount received last

year. The increase would have been greater but for a falling off in

offering from Winnebago county, which gave us $213.00 last year,

and only $100.00 this year. Will county, which gave us $80.00 last

year, has given but $25.00 this year. Several other counties have
given somewhat less than last year, but the decrease is more than

made up by counties which have increased their contribution.

Our total expenditures this year amount to $11,214.74, and the

balance now in our Treasury is $434.84.

One great occasion for thanksgiving is the promptness with
which, as a rule, our county pledges have been paid. A compara-
tively small number of counties, less than ever before, deferred the

payment of their pledges until near the end of the year, but the

general movement has been forward rather then backward, and we
confidently hope that in the near future every County in Illinois

will pay its pledge in advance or at least not later than the annual
County Convention.

Not only have our pledges been more promptly paid this year
than ever before, but the letters received from County Treasurers
have indicated an increased interest in our work. This is also true
of the letters which have accompanied individual offerings for our
work, in many of which the writers expressed not only their thank-
fulness for the privilege of contributing to this great work, but a
heartfelt wish that they might have been able to contribute many
times the amount.

We have every reason to feel that our work is approved of God
and that He has put it into the hearts of his people to sustain with
liberality and cheerfulness the work carried on by our Illinois Sun-
day School Association.

Respectfully submitted,

John Farsox, Treasurer.
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REPORT OF TREASURER.
RlXKrVKD FROM Coi'XTIRS AND InDIVIDUAI

Cook County Sunday School Association
E O. Excel $100 00
John Farson 100 00
L. McW illiams 100 00
A. C. Hiirtlett 50 00
W.B.Jacobs 50 00
F. A. Wells 50 00
H. R. Clissold 50 00
Bradner. Smith & Co 35 00
W. H. Brintnall 25 00
Victor F. Lawson 25 00
W. C. Pearce 25 00
J. Franck Rumsey 25 00
Timothy Nash 20 00
I. P. Rum.sey 20 00
Miss Mary I. Braifg 15 00
Dr. E. M. Readintf 15 00
Mrs. F. H. Bliss 10 00
Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Burhans 10 00
William Deerinjr 10 00
Dr. Robert Dodds 10 00
J. S. Ford 10 00
S. P. Parmly 10 00

Miss E. Skinner
J. J. Bateson
Miss Mamie Gordon
Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Green..
C. E. Hauck
Rev. Herrick Johnson
Miss M. M. Miller
G. W. Stone
C. L. Weaver
W. A. Hunter
E. S. Ransom
R. Henderson
W. P. Keeler
Mrs. R. E. Storey
Mr. and Mrs.J.G.Woodman

.

Mrs. May W. Arms
Mrs. E. Lee Browne
Mrs. John M. Latto
D. D. McKillip
Chas. L. Munyer
Miss Gertrude Roberts
C. S. Stotts

..$1,500 00
10 00
5 00
5 00
5 00
5 00
5 00
5 00
5 00
5 00
3 00
3 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
1 00
1 00
I 00
1 00
1 00
1 00
1 00

826 00

*Du Page County 125 00
-2,326 00

A. T. Arnold 5 00
Mrs. A. T. Arnold 5 00
Leslie Jacobs Arnold 5 00

A. E. Wilson
Miss Lefa Chatfleld

.

2 00
1 00

18 00

Grundy 53 OO
Mr.s. Mary Eldred 2 00
W. R. Hlackwelder 1 00

^Lake lOfJ 52
F. D. Everett 5 00
L. J. Yager 5 00
Agnes J. Simpson 2 00

Mrs. J. M. Simpson 100
J. H. Cronkhite 1 00

14 00

Will
^Boone GO 00

H. W. Averv 5 00

^DeKalb 114 00

143 00

56 00

120 52

25 00

05 00

Mrs. E. P. Townsend 2 50
Fred. Townsend 2 50
Dan Wild 2 00
D. A. Syme i 00
N. G. Truby 1 00
E. B. Shurtleff I 00
Mrs. Frank C. Patten 1 00
Edw. Burst 1 00
Edw. Boies i 00
Dr. J. B. Nesbitt 100
I.C.Converse 100

H. A. Adams 1 00
Miss Nellie Boardman 1 00
Syracuse National Bank 1 00
Dr. G. S. Culver 100
W. F. Dieterich 100
E. Mosher 1 00
E. E. Wallace 1 00
Frank Newton 1 00
F.E.Stevens 100
A. W. Carr 1 00
Additional Cash Contrlb'ns 5 10

:{0 10

K«ne 100 00
David C. Cook 100 00

-A^Kendall
A-McHenry 89 50

Miss Mary Purves 3 00
Chas. Teckler 1 00

144 10

200 00
50 00

93 50
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Winnebago
Miss Elizabeth "Williams. . . 5 00
Miss Mary E. Ward 5 00
E. M. Breckenridge 2 00

L.A.Williams 3 00
H. C, Breckenridge 3 00

100 00

^Carroll
I. M. Stedman.

-^Jo Daviess

•Lee
W. A. Petrie
Mrs. G. D. Black

16 00

102 00
1 00

100 00
1 00
1 00

Ogle 100 00

Alex. Anderson 25 00
Mrs. R. G. Shumway 1 00

Stephenson 100 00
Theo. F. Ellis 1 00

^Whiteside 141 00

Theo. Trouth 5 00
Austin Powers 5 00

Hugh Miller 1 00
A. E. Thummel 100

Henry
H. T. Lay..
L. L. Guyer

Knox
•Mercer
Rock Island

Miss Dina Ramser's S. S. Class

-^Stark .

.

-^Bureau 90 00
A. G. Downer 5 00
Mrs. H. Bimm 3 00
Mrs. E. R. Virden 3 00
Eliza J. Warfield 3 00
F.W.Stewart 3 50
Andrews Brothers 1 00
W. J. Ott 1 00
Gfeo. E. Case l 00
C.F.Anderson 100
Mrs. W. A. Hamlin 100
A.C.Anderson 100
Rev. H.i M. Markley 100
Roy Fairbanks 1 00
Anderson Ranney 1 00
A. D. Boal 1 00
Prof. C. H. Harrington 1 00
T.J. Haley 1 00
J. E. Austin 1 00
L. L. Steele 1 00
B. G. Dexter 1 00

^La Salle
B. R. Schultze
Chas. R. Peterson.
A. C. Baldwin....

Mrs.W. N. Beckwith
Jay Spaulding
Thos. Palmer
F. F. Dunbar
C. H. Delano
N. W. Isaacson
Parker Noble
P. W. Reynolds
Geo. Gibbons
A. J. Schertz
C. F. Dunbar
D. H. Smith
W. F. Campbell
S. L. Bradley
Mrs. A. L. Steele
Mrs. S. G. Soverhill
CM. Priestly
O. K. Tuttle
Additional Contributions.

1 00
1 00
1 00
1 00
I 00
1 00
1 00
1 00
1 00
1 00
1 00
1 00
1 00
1 00
1 00
1 00
1 00
1 00
8 02

57 52

116 00

103 00
75 00

102 00

126 00

101 00

12 00
153 00

50 00
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-^Marshall

^Putnam
A. D. Fisher.

50 00

17 3G
1 00

^Ford.
— 18 36

Guthrie Union Sunday
School 18 33

Dr. and Mrs. C. W Knapp . .
S 00

J. P. Smith 1 00

Mrs. E. D. Cook 100
Mrs. C. M. Read 100
Mrs . Myrtle Weakman 1 00
Rev. H. C. Gib.son 1 00

90 00

28 33

^Iroquois 108 00
H. P. Baylor 1 00
H. M. Wilcox 1 00

-^Kankakee
Livingston 100 00

Fred J. Giddings 1 00
D. P. Murphy 1 00
Walter H. North 1 00

-^McLean 265 56

Dr. D. T. Douglass .5 00
D. C. Smith 5 00

T.J. Storey .5 00
G.G. Dooley l 00

16 00

Fulton.
Peoria

.

125 00

Mrs. Wm. Reynolds .5 00
Mrs. L. B. Tyntf 5 00

Tazewell
H. (). Smith.

Miss Julia H. Johnston I 00
W. H. Erford 1 00

12 00

7.T UO
1 00

-A-Woodford 100 00
(Jeo. Shuman 5 00
.1. A. Musser 1 00

Hancock 100 00
( ). F. Berrv 5 00
F. L. Sipniund 1 00

Henderson
-^McDonough 100 00

Mrs. Mary A. Scott 10 00
L B. Vose 10 00
Albert Eads 5 00
J. W. Wvne 5 00
J. W. Bailey 2 00
Mr. and Mrs. O. J.Thompson 2 00
Mrs. C. A. Stanley 100

^Warren

J. D. McMillan 1 00
John Simeral 1 00
J.W.Stewart 100
Mi«. W. L. Kenner 100
L. F. Gumbart 100
Miss Alines Hainline 100
Rev. W. M. Perry 100

42 00

112 00

>liss Omah L. Woods 5 00
J.H.Woods 5 00

J.E.Porter 5 00
Mrs. A. Edwards 1 00

16 00

Adams
^Brown 65 00

Miss Mary E. Lucas 1 00

lis 33

no 00
114 00

103 00

281 m
100 00

137 00

r») 00

106 00

106 00
40 00

142 00

128 00
100 00

66 00
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^Cass 05 00

AV. S. Rearick 25 00

Mrs. Marv G. Fieldon 2 28

Pike 25 00

John Shastid 2 00

-^Schuyler
H. B. Roach
C. B. Griffith

02 28

27 00

88 98

Frank M. Shires 100

-A-Calhoun 30 00

Miss Mary R. Child 8 00
33 00

-^Greene 89 87

-^Jersey 40 00

Macoupin 100 00

W. A. Challacombe 1 00 Miss Mary E. Whalen 1 00

Wm. Morrell 100 T.E.Ward 100

5 Oo

105 00
163 22

21 00

-^Cliristiaii 110 00

Mrs. P. B. Kemmerer 10 00 Mrs. J. B. Atkinson and
M.R.Wetzel 5 00 Daughters 4 00

J. A. Bickerdike 5 00 S.M.Sheldon 100
Mrs. E. Sands 2 00 Geo. Maquire 100
Christian Rulener 2 00 Pana'First Presbt. Primary
H.P.Hart 2 00 Class 100
I.L.Long 3 00

36 00
U6 00

Logan 60 00

Mrs. A. E. Foster 2 00

^Mason 74 00

S. J. Wahl 100 Karl Hoehle 100
Geo. T. Wetzel 100 Miss Lilla A. Cook 100
Mrs. R. I. Cross 100 John H. Warner 100
F. Knollhoff 100 Geo. A. Himmel 50

7 50

62 00

81 50

-^Menard 50 00

Mrs. M. F. Hurst 5 00

C. T. Lewis 1 50
56 50

Montgomery 100 00
Meriwether Family 5 00 Otho Troutman 100 ,

R. C. Whittlesav 4 00 Miss Mary F. Ware 100
11 00

Ill 00
Sangamon 50 00

Chas. F. Koehn 5 00 W. N. Lohdill 100
A. J. Tavlor 5 00 Miss Clara C. Bickes 100

12 00
62 00

*De Witt 100 00
W. B. Rundle 25 00 F. E. Harrold 2 00
Shiloh S. S 5 00 Miss Jennie Walker 100
Mr. and Mrs. D. D. Watson. 5 00 C. H. Righter 100
Miss Daisy Knight 5 00 Mrs. J. G. Porter 100

45 00
145 00
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-A-Macon 194 14
A.H.Mills 25 00 H. C. Bower 100
Mr. ami Mrs. H. H. Beadles. 2 00 Mrs. W. T. Beadles 100

29 00
22.'! 14

-^Moultrie 63 00
,T. H. Raiid 1 .50

C. A. Hight 1 00
Jacob Stpck 1 00

A-Piatt 8.1 00
W.M.Camp .TOO Mrs. M. E. Bur^ss 2 00
L. H. Alvord 5 00 F. S. Betz 100
Miss Hala Wells .5 00 Otho L. Storey 100

lit 00

Shelby 8.5 00
R. S. Drain 1 00
Albert Carnithers 1 00

•A-Champaign 200 00
A. M. Kenney .5 00 J.S.Hall 100
Mrs. M. J. Braiftf 100 Mrs. Mary Jordan 7.5

C.H. Davis 1 00

8 75

-A-Clark 125 00
J.W.Knox .5 00 Mrs. S. M. Kelley 100
L.B.Anderson 100 Cash 7.5

Mrs. Cora Hiffht 100
8 7.)

Coles 50 00
Geo. T. Rodger 1 00

-^Cumberland 75 00
.\. I.. Mutfner 5 00

-A-Douglas 100 00
A. W. Cummings 10 00 Miss M. Sarah Moore 100
Mrs. Mary M. Cox 100 D. F. Richman 100
W.G.Fulton 100 W.W.Taylor 100

15 00

-A-Edgar 1.50 00
(i. W. Miller 3.5 00 Mrs. E. J. Tucker 100
C. E. Schenck 10 00 Miss Jennie Axson 100
Mrs. Rachel Thompson 2 00 Miss Evelyn Gretrtr 1 00
F.W.Walthall 2 00 Mrs. Wigfall G'Hair 100
T. J. Reed 100 C. A. Hite 100

45 00

Vermilion 100 00

M iss Florence .Fetters 1 00
Miss Anna (lernand 1 00

Crawford
-A^Effingham

Klberl (Jibbons.

S. L. Park
D. R. Biebout...

.^Fayette
T. .\. Pitkin

Jasper 15 00

Barbara Randolph 1 00

m .50

104 00

87 00

208 75

133 75

51 00

80 00

115 00

195 00

-
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Clay 1 5 00

J. W. Vickerv 1 00

Lawrence 40 00

John Seizinger 2 00

Marion 50 00

H. T. Cunningham 2 00

Richland
Alvin Newman.
ClovdC. Rose..

40 00
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White 50 00
Chas. Stinson 2') 00

-A-Qallatin
Hardin M 00

J. A. Page 1 00
Casl) 1 00

Pope
SaJine 10 00

R. v. .lones 1 00

Alexander G 95
-Mrs. ('. A. Marchildon 1 00

Johnson
Massac
Pulaski
Union 35 00

A. H. Brooks 1 00

Total $10,

75 00
50 00

17 00
20 00

11 00

7 95

20 00

15 05

Hli 00

(K)8 91

Received on 1903 Pledges.

Pike County 50 00
Perry County 5 75
Pulaski County 9 50

Total «5 2;")

Received from Institute Offerings.

Scott County
Mason County
Macoupin (.'ouuty . .

.

Ix)ifan County
Christian County . .

.

Moultrie County
Mcl-ean County
Crawford County . .

.

McDonouifh County
Pooria (.'ounty

Kdifar County
La Salle County
Winnebapo County.
Fayette County
.\dams County
Kankakee County . .

.

Champaign County.
De Witt County
Randolph County .

.

12 32 Liyinsrston County 6.%
10 91 De Kalb County 25 09
3 72 Vermilion (,'ounty 1124
19 69 Woodford County 13 3(5

19 75 Whiteside County 39 31

7 16 Douiflas County 32 36
22 30 Eltlnjfham County 61

5 65 Lake County 1« ;«

16 82 Danville 2 84
7 39 Champaign and Urbana 8 47
12 80 Cass County 5 09
7 08 Greene County 12 00

55 Washington County 1 92
76 Kock Island County 7 00

3 72 Ogle County 7 17

10.55 Clark County 6 00
2160 Calhoun County 6 42
42 00 Wabash County 6 00
3 S6

Total, 437 14



RECAPITULATION.
Receipts

Balance on hand, June 17, 1904 $ 417 30
Received at Mattoon 3 50
From Counties and Individuals, 1904-5 10, 608 91
From Counties on 1903 pledges 65 25
From Institute Offerings 437 14

From Profit on Normal Books 107 33
From August Giroll 15

From Rev. William Smith, president Tenth S. S. District 10 00

$11,649 .58

Expenditures.
Expenses Mattoon Convention $ 349 75
Flowers for R. H. Griffith 6 75
Office Rent 480 00
Salaries and Expenses, Secretaries and Field Workers. ... 7,443 61

Expenses Teacher-Training Department 300 00
Expenses Primary Department 300 00
Expense Home Deparment 150 00
Expenses Temperance Department 62 50
Expenses Men's Class Department 50 86
Mrs. Wm. Reynolds, Interest on Memorial Fund 102 00
Hammond Typewriter 75 00
Treasurer's Book 1 25
International S. S. Work 1,000 00
Trumpet Call for 1904 240 00
Expenses Executive Committee Meetings 57 30
Printing 112 30
Postage, Telegrams, Express, etc 193 42
Winona Summer School .50 00
Trumpet Call. 1905 240 00

$11,214 74

Balance 434 84

$11,649 58
TREASURER'S SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT.
Receipts for International Primary Work.

Fulton County Summer School $2 00
Mrs. M. S. Lamoreaux 2 00
Mrs. .T. A. Burhans 1 50
Miss Kate Burton 1 00
Collection at Mattoon 3 10

Mrs. F. D. Everett 5 00
Canton Primarv Union 2 00
A Friend "

1 13

Miss Wilson 50

Miss Jennie Axson 50

Miss Gertrude McCarty 50

Miss Evelvn Gregg 50

Miss Wells 50

Mrs. McFarland 1 00

Court St. S. S., Rockford 100
Miss Lucinda Carlisle 1 00
Griggsville Primary Union 2 48

Freeport Teachers Union 2 00
Shabbona Primary Union 1 00

Chicago Primary Uuion 20 00
Tavlorville Primary Union 2 00

Mrs. M. F. Hurst. ."

1 00
Miss Kate Burton 1 00

Mrs. E. L. Lewis 1 00

Mrs. M.S. Lamoreaux 3 00

Springfield Primary Union 2 00
Peoria Primary Union 3 00
Vergennes Prima,rj' Union 1 00
Elgin Primary Union 1 00

Chicago (West Side) Primary 5 00

Paid to G. W. Bailey, Treasurer $68 71
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Mr. a. H. Mills: I move that the report of the Treasurer be

accepted and that an Auditing Committee of three be appointed by

the President to audit the report. The motion was seconded, and
carried.

The President : I will appoint as an Auditing Committee : Mr.
R. W. Ropiequet, St. Clair County ; F. T. Kuhl, Sangamon County

;

U. S. T. Rice, Coles County.

THE WORK OF THE NEW YEAR.
W. B. JACOBS.

I have been greatly moved in this convention by the presence

of these young men from Hardin county. Some of you may have

heard me tell of an experience in Hardin county. I went down
there with R. C. Willis and Thomas Ridgway of Shawneetown.
We went down on an Ohio River steamer at night. We landed at

Elizabethtown in the early morning. Nobody met us. We climbed

the slippery red clay hills. We looked around. We went to the

hotel, and then began to search as soon as we had breakfast for the

convention, or somebody that was interested in it. We found that

the secretary of the county, who had urgently asked that all three

of us come because they needed us so much, had gone squirrel

hunting. We spent fifty dollars to go down there. The Methodist

minister, the only one in the county, had gone into the country

on account of sickness, and the colored man, who had charge of the

church, did not know where the key was ; he thought the pastor

had it. I learned that Elizabethtown was the place where Robert

J. Ingersoll first practiced law. There was an infidel club in the

town of fifty members. There was only one man connected with

the only Sunday-school of Elizabethtown. and he was an aged man:
and there was not a soul to come and open the church or ring the

bell, or any one who seemed to know that there was to be a con-

vention. I climbed into the window, opened the door and swept

out the church, while brother Ridgway went out to see the school

teacher and trustees to arrange for a children's meeting. I went
to the drug store and bought a frame which contained a patent

medicine advertisement, put a sheet of wrapping paper on the side,

tacked it on, wrote upon it with a marking brush. "Sunday-school

Convention at the Methodist Church." I hired the colored man
at the hotel, to take the hotel bell and this notice and go up and

down the streets of Elizabethtown,
—

"Sunday-school Convention at

the Methodist Church. Everybody Welcome." I do not remember
now that anybody came that morning: perhaps two or three did.

In the afternoon the teacher of the public school marched tlie chil-

dren over there at one o'clock in good order. We had a fine chil-

dren's meeting. The children went home and advertised the con-

vention. At the close of the afternoon session I saw a young
woman standing in the aisle and I went down to speak to her. A
lady came up and said, "Where are you stopping?" "At the hotel."
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"Will you come to my house for supper?" I said, "Perhaps so.

but I wish to speak to this young lady ; she seems to be waiting."

The lady replied, "If you can do anything for her, I will excuse
you, but I tell you she is a wild one," then the lady went oft". They
had told me the young lady's name. I turned to her and said. "Is

this so, Mattie?" She said, "I reckon; that is what they say." I

said, "It does not make any difference what they say, Mattie, Jesus
Christ loves you, and I have come down to tell you of his love ; He
wants to save you and He will save you if you will give your heart

to Him." The girl bent over and the tears dropped on the carpet.

She said, "Come up and see my sister Molly, can't you?" I said,

"Perhaps I can, I don't know." She said, "She belongs to the in-

fidel club, but she would give everything in the world if she could

be a Christian." In the morning I went up, and Molly and Mattie

knelt there with me and gave their hearts to Jesus Christ ; and
when I went to Johnson County the next year I met the pastor of

that church who said to me, "Brother Jacobs, it was the darkest

hour in my ministry before you came, and the brightest in my min-
istry after you came, for we had a revival that swept through the

country, sixty-seven young people were converted and the infidel

club broken up." The next year the leader of that club was a

speaker in our county Sunday-school convention. Yesterday there

came to take my hand six young men, who, at great expense and trou-

ble and hardship, came to stand with us in this Sunday-school con-

vention, and one said, "You promised us a Sunday-school institute

last year, and I wrote to brother Arnold but somehow you did not

send him down." We have been doing pretty well in Illinois and
getting on in finance, but one thing I did not mention to the Exe-
cutive Committee yesterday, we want a man in southern Illinois

that can give his whole time to helping and directing these young
men and leading them onward in God's work, that they may con-

quer that land for His Son.

As I stand before you. brethren, I am not going to beg; my ]Mas-

ter is no beggar ; the riches of the world are His ; He can get along
without our money, but if you have it in your heart to give, you
have a blessed opportunity. We go through the year, and if we
have a four hundred dollar balance in the treasury we feel we are

growing rich, but there are outlying districts and earnest workers
that need help, and we do not begin to touch them. I have no
boastfulness in referring to this report from our treasurer. I feel

profoundly grateful to God for what He has done with our poor
help, with what little we have been willing to give Him. I will not

take one dollar, and this Association will not, from your pastor's

salary, or your denominational Boards. These great churches need
all you are giving them, and many times more than you are giv-

ing them, for the great evangelistic campaigns of these coming
days. But if your hearts overflow with gratitude to God, if you
are thrilled and inspired at this hour to say, "We will do better

than we have done for our own pastor, for our own church, for
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our own school : but since God has given us means, and there is

an overflowing gladness in our hearts, we are willing to help this

great Association, which, in the name of the united churches of

Illinois and of the King of Kings, desires to reach every corner, to

take the hand of every worker, to help everywhere," then, brethren,

we will accept your overflowing gifts, and God will bless them.

A Delegate: When was that visit you spoke of to Hardin

County ?

Mr. Jacobs : It was many years ago. I suspect that these boys

were in their mothers' arms at that time ; but the memory is not

worn out. a sad and blessed memory of what God has to put up with

sometimes, and how eager He is to help if we can get a man to do

His will.

A Delegate : Who went down with you ?

AIr. Jacobs: Thomas Ridgway. president of the First National

Bank of Shawneetown, and R. C. Willis, now of Crawfordsville,

Indiana, and then district president. Mr. Ridgway paid all the ex-

penses. Will the delegates from Hardin County arise?

(The young men stood up and they were given a royal Chau-
tauqua salute.)

Mr. Jacobs offered prayer for the young men from Hardin
County and for the work there.

Mr. Jacobs: We will first of all ask for pledges from the

counties.

Pledge cards were distributed ; the amounts pledged being as

follows

:

COUNTY PLEDGES AND ESTIMATES FOR 1905-1906.

Cook Co. S. S. Ass'n $1,500 00 Stark S3 00
Du Page 125 00 Bu reaii 90 00
Grundy 50 00 La Salle 225 00
Lake 100 00 .Marshall 50 00
Will ICO 00 Putnam 18 00
Boone 60 00 P'ord 90 00
De Kalb 13688 Iroquois 100 00
Kane 100 00 Kankakee 1 15 00
Kendall 50 00 Livingston 125 00
McHenry 92 30 McLean 200 00
Winnebago lOO 00 Fulton 100 00
Carroll 102 00 Peoria 125 00
Jo Daviess 75 00 Tazewell 75 00
Lee 100 00 Woodford 100 00
Ogle . . .

.' 100 00 Hancock 100 00
Stephenson 100 00 Henderson 45 00
W^hiteside 140 00 McDonough 100 00
Henry 150 00 Warrren 125 00
Knox 100 00 .\dams 100 00
Mercer 100 00 Brown 65 00
Rock Island 75 00 Cass 65 00
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COUNTY PLEDGES—Continued.
Pike 100 00
Schuyler 75 oo
Calhoun 30 oo
Greene 85 25
Jersei' 40 00
Macoupin 100 00
Morgan 162 00
Scott 40 00
Christian 1 10 00
Logan 100 00
Mason 60 00
Menard 50 00
Montgomery 100 00
Sangamon 100 00

De Witt 100 00
Macon 200 00
Moultrie 60 00
Piatt 85 00
Shelby 80 00
Champaign 200 00
Clark 125 00
Coles 6000
Cumberland 75 00
Douglas 105 00
Edgar 150 00
\'ermilion 125 00

Crawford 50 00

Effingham 61 78
Fayette '.

75 00

Jasper 20 00

Clay IS 00
Lawrence 40 00
Marion SO 00
Richland 45 00
Bond 45 00
Clinton 25 00
Madison 50 00
Monroe 10 00
St. Clair 100 00
Washington SO 00
Franklin 10 00
Jackson 138 00
Jefferson 25 00
Perry 50 00
Randolph 85 00
Williamson 25 00
Edwards 35 00
Hamilton 15 OO
Wabash 40 00
Wayne SO 00
White SO 00
Gallatin SO 00
Hardin 15 00
Pope 20 00
Saline 15 00

Alexander 20 00

Johnson 25 00

Massac 20 00
Pulaski 10 00

Union 35 00

PERSONAL PLEDGES FOR 1905- 1906.

Cook County

—

John Farson 5

W. B. Jacobs
W. C. Pearce
Miss Mary L Bragg
Sedgwick S. Vastine....
Miss Mamie Gordon....
C. L. Weaver
Mrs. J. E. Replinger
Mrs. James R. Smith. . . .

Du Page County

—

A.T.Arnold and Familv.
I. J. Schott '.

.

Lake County—
F. D. Everett
C. B. Clark
Mrs. Wm. Noerenberg. .

Will County-
Mrs. Mary L. Savage. . . .

Bcone County

—

Rev. Geo. Bradfield

!McHenry County

—

C. L. Teckler
Mrs. C. L. Teckler

Whiteside County

—

Theo. Trouth
B. R. Baer

iioo 00

50 00

25 00

25 00

5 00

5 00

5 00
2 00
1 00

15 00
T 00

5 00
2 00
I 00

r 00
I 00

S 00
I 00

La Salle County

—

B. R. Schultze
Putnam Countv

—

A. Hecht."
Ford County

—

Dr. and Mrs. C. W. Knapp.
Mr. and Mrs. W. O. Mc-
Kinney

Swen Anderson
Iroquois County

—

H. M. Wilcox
H. P. Baylor
W. J. Dick

AfcLean County

—

Knox P. Taylor
Rev. J. F. Clearwaters. . .

Fulton County

—

Miss Lulu M. Davidson..
O. K. Morgan
Miss H. F. Stout

Peoria County

—

Mrs. Wm. Reynolds
Mrs. Mary Foster Bryncr
Mrs. Lucie B. Tyng

Tazewell Countv—

•

H. O. Smith

2 00

I 00

10 00

5 00
I 00

I 00
I 00
I 00

I 00
I 00

I 00
I 00
1 00

5 00

5 00

5 00

2 00
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PERSONAL PLEDGES—Continued.

Woodford County

—

Frank N. Ireland
G. M. Boswell
H. H. Jenner

McDonough County

—

Lyman B. Vose
Cass County

—

W. S. Rearick
Maria E. Moore

Pike County

—

Miss Lizzie E. Stone
Nannie E. Bickerdike. . .

.

Schuyler County

—

C. B. Griffith

Calhoun County

—

Miss Mary Child
Greene County

—

Mrs. A. J. Tunnell
Henry Borlin

Jersey County

—

Rev. S. Albrecht
Morgan County

—

Herbert A. McKean
Scott County

—

H. Q. Rimbev
Rev. C. W. Webb

Christian County

—

Prof. C. M. Parker
L L. Long
H. P. Hart
Mrs. A. A. Marshall
Pana First Pres. Primary

Class
Delia Mitchell
Irma De Barr : . . .

Mason County

—

Rev. E. A. Drake
Menard County

—

Mrs. Mary F. Hurst
Mrs. J. S. King

Montgomery County

—

L. L. Baker...'
De Witt County—

W. B. Rundle
Mr. & Mrs. D.D.Watson..
Mrs. Daisy Knight Purdy
Mrs. Anna Huber Kent..
W. T. Turner

Macon County

—

A. H. Mills

P. P. Laughlin

Rev. William Smith, Pre

5
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SECOND DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

A service of praise was led by Prof. Excell. Rev. Dr. Morton,

of Effingham, led in prayer.

A FRONT LINE SUNDAY-SCHOOL—HOW IT HELPS
THAT BOY.

MRS. M. P. STEVENS, OF ST. LOUIS.

I was talking with a farmer of Illinois a little while ago and
he showed me his orchard. He said, "We have the best soil in this

county. I have the best stock in these apple trees ; we have the most
improved methods of cultivation ; we have the most up-to-date
tools." I broke in and said, "The crop is a sure thing." He said,

"No; I will lose my crop if I do not spray these trees and kill the

worms." There was a parable in that. I thought of what a little

boy said on Children's Sunday. The babies had been baptized.

This is the way the little fellow said his verse, "Consider the little

children, how they grow." Well, when we get together in a Sun-
day-school convention that is the thing we do ; we consider the chil-

dren, how they grow ; and in our Primary Department we see that

the seed is properly sown ; and in the Home Department we see

that the whole field is covered ; and in the Teacher-Training De-
partment we see that we have the best possible methods of cultiva-

tion and the most up-to-date tools ; but, friends, suppose we do have
the best stock and the best soil and the best seed and the best

methods of cultivation, and then we do not watch for the worms,
what then? Where is the crop? You must spray your trees. I said

to the farmer, "How do you know how to spray the trees and what
with?" He said, "Don't you know that we have an Agricultural

Department under our government? Any man, if he has only one
tree or eighty acres, can send to that department, and say, 'Send me
farmer's Bulletin No. 19.' "—I think it was—and that will give full

directions for treating the trees and killing the worms and saving
the crop." That is why Illinois has put in the Temperance Depart-
ment. Our Sunday-school Association wanted to save the children

;

it has wanted to supply the need and to destroy the worms ; but we
have not had a department that would tell us how ; and I do not know
whether the department can tell you how yet or not. A department
is like a reservoir of information that anybody can send to and find

out what he needs to know. The temperance department reservoir

has not been filled up yet ; it is a great big thing ; there are some
splendid men behind it; Mr. Jacobs has been behind it, and Mr.
Vose and Mr. Stone, and now we have Mr. Leonard and Mr. Shep-
ard, and if you want to get something to save your children from
intemperance, send to the State Temperance Department and you
will get a dribble now, but it is going to be filled up and you are

going to fill it.

Do you see this? (Pointing to the Patriotic Temperance Wall
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Chart.) These are the words IlHnois spoke two years ag^o wlien the

State convention passed a temperance resokition. There is prophec\
and there is promise and there is salvation for the children of Illi-

nois in these words provided they are translated into works, which
I believe is the thin^j^ that is goin^ to come to pass. It says : "We
commend earnestly to the Sunday-schools of Illinois"—that is. to

you. their officers and teachers
—

"faithfulness and dilig'ence in teach-

ing the quarterly temperance lessons of the International series and
in earnestly impressing upon the children undying hostility to sa-

loons and the liquor traffic in all its phases." Xow comes the

phrophecy : "We trust that from our schools may arise a generation

who will deal such sturdy blows at this giant evil as will forever

banish it from the soil of this fair State." That is the thing that is to

be done and will be done, and you are the promise of its fulfillment.

It gives me a sense of the tremendous power that there is in this

State Association. Suppose every one of you were faithful and
diligent in teaching the temperance quarterly lessons, and in earn-

estly impressing upon the children undying hostility to the saloon

:

suppose you did that on each of the four quarterly temperance Sun-
days, do you think it would be very long before the saloon disap-

l^eared? Indeed, it would not be. The "Department" sounds as

if it was a big complicated machine : that is a great mistake. If

you want to do temperance work in your school, you do not need
to wait for anything : you can begin right now. pastor, superintend-

ent, officer or individual teacher, and the State Association through
Mr. Jacobs will send you a little plan.

Somebody told me that a certain saloon here in Clinton adver-

tised that they wanted five hundred men to "unload schooners
:"

they want boys worse than they want men. I have been doing
.some work with the Salvation Army : I have been in the company
of the champion War Cry seller of the world- I have seen what hap-

pens to boys and girls, young men and young women, in our saloon

infested districts in St. Louis. It is just the same everywhere. The
topic as printed is. "How to help that boy." The thing that has

staid with me. and that has taken hold of my heart, is the thought
of the girls that are going down mider intemperance. May be you
do not believe it. I will sketch a little history. Edith was a girl

that came from a little town like Clinton. She had worked real

hard at home and learned stenography, .^he thought she would like

to go to the city, and she went. .She was a good girl, never meant
any harm, only she did not have very strong religious principles,

and did not have any particular temperance principles at all. because

she never thought very much about it. She went to the city and did

stenography in an office ; and. O ! it is dull hard work doing stenog-

raphy in the city and going home at night to a little close bedroom
in a flat, where it is dingy inside and monotonous all the time : and

she made some acquaintances, some of the young boys, and they

seemed nice young fellows, and they were in a way.—and they invited

Edith out. If there is any place worse than a low saloon it is a respect-
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able saloon. The traps that respectable saloons are for girls is a most
appalling thing. One of these young boys invited Edith to take sup-
per with him. They did not go through a saloon door: there was
another door, and it said "Ladies' restaurant." and Edith went, and
when she got there there were a whole lot of stalls screened off,

and Edith saw other young girls. The young man ordered some
beer, and Edith,—'well she did not have any pronounced temperance
principles ; she did not mean any harm ; Edith drank some beer

:

she drank it without thinking very much about it; and it was not
very long before she drank pretty near everything that was ofifered.

and it was not very long after that before what Edith drank was
drugged, and then—well, there are some stories you cannot tell,

and I cannot tell the end of that ; but you know, and it is all over
with Edith now, the worst that life can bring has come to her, and
there does not seem to be any hope. And she is not the onlv one

;

she is but one of hundreds, but one of thousands because our girls

are not protected by instruction and our boys are not protected bv
instruction ; and the boys' temptation are ten times as numerous as

girls' temptations are.

I am going to show you the strength of this thing. Each inch

of the ribbon I now show you means five million dollars ; this little

white ribbon is two inches long, and it represents over ten million

dollars which we spend in our country during one year for foreign
missions. There is one thing about this : in the last five or ten years
our missionary contributions have doubled, we spend now twice as

much for foreign missions as we did a few years ago. Here is a

purple ribbon. That means twenty million dollars spent for gum.
and I only speak of this to make the comparison between the fact

that we spend ten millions to carry the news of Jesus' love across

the sea and twenty millions for gum. Here is another ribbon

which represents all our Christian work, one hundred and fifty mil-

lions, all our churches, all our Sunday-schools, all Christian En-
deavor Societies and Epworth Leagues and Young Men's Christian

Associations, and everything that you can call Christian work is

represented by that ribbon, and the amount is one hundred and fifty

million dollars. It is in red, white and blue flags because it is the

best thing we can do for our country. This next one represents our
system of public education—something like 235 million dollars.

Here is another one which represents the 700 milHon dollars which
we spend in one year for tobacco. I never see that yellow ribbon

but what I think of a man who used to sit in church, and when the

collection box went around for foreign niissions or for Christian

work he would shut his eyes and lean back and sing, "Ely abroad,

thou mighty gospel," and he never saw the collection box at all

:

and then when church was out he lighted a pipe ! This last ribbon

represents the liquor trafiic in the United States, the money spent

for it in one year amounts to 1,400 million dollars and it is grow-

ing at the rate of forty or fifty million dollars a year. Every inch

of it represents five million dollars. Every inch of it represents
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poverty and insanity, cruelty, suicide and crime always, and we
spend that every year. It is ruininj^ our crop of boys and girls

;

something is the matter with our crop.

I went into a Sunday-school with two hundred and fifty members
a little while ago, and there was just one boy in the Sunday-school

that had on long pants. I said to the little fellows in short pants

:

'Where are the big boys?" They pointed across the street to a sa-

loon, and there they sat- They had graduated from the Sunday-

school and the saloon had gotten them. The saloon works harder

than the Sunday-school does ; it works more hours a week. The
Sundav-school is open for business about an hour and a half a week,

and the saloon is open for business about one hundred and twenty-

six hours a week. Somebody got an idea here last year. He said.

"My church is going to be open for the boys more than an hour
and a quarter a week," and he opened his church four nights every

week for the boys, and they come there, and they have done good
work : and I tell you this because I do not know a single thing in

this work that is so needed as good example. There is a church

in our neighborhood that makes me glad every time I go past it.

My boy came in one day and said, "Ma, can I go to the church-

yard?" That sounded a little funereal, and I said, "What do you
mean?" He said, "Why, the preacher said that all the boys can
come and play in the churchyard." I went to see that preacher, and
I found a young man with a great big heart for boys. When he
cam^e to the church there was but a handful of boys in his Sunday-
school, and swarms of boys everywhere else ; it is a neighborhood
where they build flats by the dozen, and if the boys play ball in the

street, somebody enters a complaint ; and each of those boys needs

an acre to exercise his energies in. This preacher said, "We haven't

very much room, nothing but the churchyard, but I believe the

churchyard is a good place for live boys, and we won't keep ours

any longer for dead men ;" so that preacher has put up a basket ball

court in his churchyard and a tennis court, and in the winter they

flood it. Some of the conservative people thought it was pretty bad-

The result was this : The last time I went to that Sunday-school
they had more boys than girls; the boys just flocked to that Sun-
day-school, and I wish you could see them beam on that preacher.

Those boys don't pay him a salary, but they pay him in beaming
faces. Those boys are coining into that church one after another.

That preacher .says. "They can have the churchyard ; the saloon

wants them, and they can have the church and the churchyard
;"

and he is keeping them from the saloon.

Let every Sunday-school in Illinois put in a Temperance De-
partment just as it has a Primary Department. It does not mean
that you have to do anything elaborate, .\nybody can start a Tem-
perance Department. Get a temperance pledge and hang it on the

wall. If this pledge of Illinois is not what you want, get another,

but get a pledge and hang it up and show that your school is com-
mitted to total abstinence and the destruction of the liquor traffic.
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I love this pledge which says, "For the love of Christ and love of

country I pledge myself to never use intoxicating liquor as a drink,

and I promise to do all I can to end the drink habit and the liquor

traffic" There are other pledges, but I like this one best. Some-
one asked Mr. Ruskin why people persisted in reading novels when
there are so many good and useful books. Ruskin said, "There is

an excellent reason for people preferring novels ; a novel has love

in it." That is the reason I like this pledge ; it has love in it ; it is

a loving service we are going into to save the boys and girls. Here
is another pledge, "I swear perpetual hate to all that will intoxi-

cate" The Bible tells us when it justifies people in hating anything,

to love something. We must be sure we do not lose our love in the

hating. I think that is one reason why we have not done more ; we
have not shown a loving spirit in doing this work.

Your temperance secretary should get some pledge cards and
have them ready for every quarterly temperance Sunday. Some
of you think that quarterly temperance Sundays are hard to handle.

There is one thing you ought to do, that is to teach a temperance

lesson, and teach it the way Dr. Potts recommends. I like to call

him John Potts for two reasons : when I say John Potts it always

comes to my mind, "There was a man sent from God whose name
was John ;" and the other reason is that the John who was sent from

God was a voice, and tonight when Dr. Potts, or John Potts, talks

on Sunday-school ideals, he will say this, and listen to it when he

says it. I read it in the Sunday-school Times and cut it out and
pinned it up on the wall and learned it by heart ; he said : "It is the

lx)unden duty of every worker in the Sunday-school to educate

the children of the church and of the home for total abstinence and

for the destruction of the liquor traffic." Now, when Dr. John Potts

speaks of total abstinence and the destruction of the liquor traffic,

he speaks for the Sunday-school world. It does not reach only

into Canada and the United States, but it reaches around the world,

and the Sunday-schools around the ^world are in that work now.

educating the children of the churcli for total abstinence and for

the destruction of the liquor traffic.

How are you going to do it? Suppose you take the next quar-

terly temperance lesson (June i8). Put that down in your minds

because it is your bounden duty, the bounden duty of every worker

in the Sunday-school to educate the children of the church and of

the home for total abstinence and for the destruction of the liquor

traffic. The lesson is from Revelation, and it deals with the heaven-

ly home. There does not seem to be anything about temperance in

that lesson or anything that means total abstinence and the destruc-

tion of the liquor traffic, but look at the Golden Text, which begins.

•'He that overcometh." Overcoming, in a general way, does not

amount to much
;
you want to overcome some particular thing- The

hymn says: "My soul be on thy guard. Ten thousand foes arise."

We cannot handle ten thousand foes, but we can handle one, and

vou are going to take up the one that Amos Wells says is the worst.
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and that is intemperance. "He that overcometh intemperance
!"

Hcw are you g^oing to do it? You will find material everywhere.

One boy showed more clearly than anybody I knew just how to

handle a temperance lesson. There was an organization of the

boys in that Sunday-school, and they were establishins;- the temper-

ance work ; and, something else quite remarkable, those high school

boys in age, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen years old, learned to repeat

all the words of all the lessons in a quarter. A good man had taken

those boys in tow, and he got them to learn every word of all those

lessons, and once a quarter the boys had a meeting in the church
and repeated all the lessons of the quarter, and at the end of the

year they repeated all the lessons of the year. Last year they got

along to the lessons in November, and one boy had the world's tem-
perance lesson—perhaps you remember the way you looked at it

—

twenty-five hundred years ago, so far away, a warning to the drunk-
ards of Ephraim ; but that boy got up and said, "Woe to the drunk-
ards of Ephraim." Then he said, "Ladies and gentlemen, that was
twenty-five hundred years ago, but it is just as true now as it was
then ; and I think that tonight I will say something about the drunk-
ards of St. Louis." He had clippings that told about nineteen

murders on Sunday in the saloons of St. Louis- That was a prac-

tical way of dealing with the temperance lesson, to bring it up to

here and now, and to hold it up to the people that "woe" is the

portion of the drunkards now as it was then. It took the crowd.
There was a reporter there, and when the boy .said, "We won't talk

about the drunkards of Ephraim but of St. Louis." that reporter

began to sketch his picture, and in the newspaper there appeared a

picture of that boy. The people got stirred up about it. Some-
thing has been happening in St. Louis lately. Take the last five

Sundays, if you happen to be the kind of a person who wanted to

find an open saloon door, you would find written up in chalk, "The
lid is on," and the lid w on, and it has been on five Sundays. How
did it happpen ? Somebody says it was Governor Folk- But do
you know what helped to hold the Governor to that duty? It was
that boy in knee pants. Now, don't misunderstand me ; don't any-

body go home and say that a boy taught a practical temperance
lesson, and that then Governor Folk closed the saloons on Sunday.
This report was taken down to the St. Louis Board of Police Com-
missioners, and they took this up. and the end of it was the closing

of the saloons on Sunday. The people laughed at the idea of their

being closed on Sunday in .St. Louis. Governor Folk heard the

report of our Police Commissioners ; the president of our police

commissioners, who is a splendid Sunday-school man. said, "The
boy is right ; he is only standing for the law," and the far reaching

influence of a little group of boys that learned the Sunday-school
lessons, and did not overlook the temperance lesson, made one
strand in the cable that held the Governor to his duty. This re.solu-

tion says, "Earnestly impressing upon the children undying hostility

to the saloon,"—do you do it? Some do it.
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I would not show this to little children (producing a picture).

It is a devil fish and it means the liquor traffic ; its arms are reach-

ing out, and their paralyzing touch is on the five senses, and that

is true enough ; it does get on the five senses ; and it has its touch

on the five institutions, the church, the home, society, politics and the

school This was used by a superintendent in Galesburg, who is

a man of ideas and who is trying to live up to this temperance

resolution. He talked a little about the slavery the senses were

under to the traffic, and the slavery the institutions were under to it,

and he pictured a lot of little boys and girls who are victims ; and

down here (indicating) he had two whips to use, one was law

—

we cannot operate the law as a Sunday-school body—and the other

is the pledge, which we can operate as a Sunday-school body. He
teaches in that way four times a year. They have a temperance

pledge roll there of thirteen hundred names. It counts.

Suppose you do not teach temperance, do you know what

chances you miss? Just about a year ago while on our home trip

from Jerusalem came a quarterly temperance Sunday. It was a

Sunday when everybody was just as tired as could be. We had

been ashore for the last time. We did not get back to the ship until

midnight. Some said, "What is the use of having Sunday-school

tomorrow? Let us have morning and evening services, and let us

rest in the afternoon ; and anyway what sense is there in teaching

a temperance lesson to Dr. .Potts and Marion Lawrance and Mr.

Jacobs and Mr. Pearce and to all the other good people? And I

think they were tempted not to have any Sunday-school ; but they

were loyal to the Sunday-school idea and to the temperance lesson

;

and I wish you could all have been at that session. Dr. Potts said,

"Educate the children of the home and of the church for total

abstinence and the destruction of the liquor traffic." Marion Law-
rance gave us practical ways of doing things, about putting temper-

ance books into the Sunday-school library, and putting in two for

the teacher, one called "Intoxicants and Opium in Every Land"

and the other "Bible Wines." The boys will ask the old questions,

"What kind of wine did Jesus make at Cana?" "Why did Paul

write to Timothy, 'Take a little wine for thy stomach's sake.' " The
boys show their good sense when they ask these questions, and

teachers ought to be able to answer. Put in three for your schools

:

one is Black Rock : another splendid one is The Lincoln Legion, a

new book by the Rev. Louis Albert Banks, and it tells of the con-

nection of Abraham Lincoln with temperance work. When Abra-

ham Lincoln was a young man he used to make temperance speeches

through this part of Illinois, and in Sangamon county there is still

one old man who signed the pledge under Abraham Lincoln, and in

Christian county there are two old men and one old lady who signed

it- Marion Lawrance told us those things ; and then Charles Trum-
bull, the editor of the Sunday-school Times, taught the lesson. I

cannot review the way he taught it, except he taught it from life.

He showed that nothing but total abstinence was safe, and he
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showed the wickedness of the Hquor traffic ; and he thoup^lit all the

time that he was just teaching superintendents and officers and
teachers and the kind of people who did not need saving at all.

He did not know about one man who sat there and listened.

When the ship moved out from New York it left a lot of people

behind, and it left one little woman, Maggie, only about nineteen or

twenty years old. Nobody saw the ship go away with as sore a

heart as Maggie did because when her husband got on the Sunday-
school ship he got on it to get away from liquor. He was not there

as a passenger, but he went into the laundry down five flights of

stairs, in a temperature of 140 degrees ; he worked ten hours a day
doing up the ship's linen and fighting the liquor habit. He promised

Maggie he would come home sober. He was on the Sunday-school

ship, and on the Sunday-school ship there were three saloons, and

so he drank. What he said was, "I was up to my neck in liquor:

I never was sober unless I was broke; if I had a dollar, it went

for liquor." He drank all the way out ; he drank when we landed

;

he drank at every port ; and he drank on the way back ; and finally

that next to the last Sunday he managed somehow to get up into the

Sunday-school room, and he said, "I will sign that pledge." After

the meeting he came and got a pledge card, and he said, ''There are

other young fellows down there in the laundry and they will sign

too." He signed that pledge ten days before we landed. We
thought several times that he would have delirium tremens or drink

again, but he did not have them and he did not drink. He fought

that appetite every hour, and the ship's people helped him. Charles

Trumbull went down into the laundry and personally helped him.

Mr. W. C. Pearce went down there when he was tired at night,

and prayed and worked with that man. and the man said, "I can

hardly wait to get home to see Maggie." Ten of those young fel-

lows signed their names to this Illinois pledge- When we landed I

saw Maggie and I saw the happiness come into her eyes, and Mr.
Trumbull saw it, too, and he knew it had been worth while to teach

a temperance lesson to Dr. John Potts, and Marion Lawrance, and

W. B. Jacobs and all the rest of them. When you are teaching a

temperance lesson you do not know what poor tempted fellow-

may be there who needs your help. Maggie's happiness staid until

the last day of her life. She did not live very long. In Septeml>er

Maggie went to the other home and left a little boy, and because

that temperance lesson was taught that day that little motherless

boy has a sober father. If you are ever tempted not to teach the

temperance lesson think of that- There may not be present any

such a man as that, there may be only children, but if you can get

your children to make the promise, it is much more hopeful. Every
child on that ship signed the pledge.

I want to add one word more. The opening speech of the

Jerusalem convention was by Rev. William McDonald Sinclair,

and he closed it with these words

:
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"We shall be what you shall make us—
Make us wise and make us good

;

Make us strong for time of trial.

Teach us temperance, self-denial,

Patience, kindness, fortitude."

The first definite word spoken in the Jerusalem convention on the

subject of teaching was this: "Teach us temperance, self-denial,

patience, kindness, fortitude." You represent eight thousand Sun-
day-schools, fighting against eighteen thousand saloons in Illinois,

but if you do your duty by the temperance subject as teachers, from
your schools will arise a generation which will deal this giant evil

such sturdy blows as will forever banish it from the soil of this

fair state.

A FRONT LIXE SUNDAY-SCHOOL—HOW IT HELPS
THE HOME.
C. E. SCHENCK-

W^e all love to think of the Sunday-school as an army on the

march, so what could be more appropriate in a great Illinois con-

vention than to speak of a front line Sunday-school. Such a school

necessarily occupies a place where there are greatest opportunities

for accomplishing its work of winning souls for Christ, building

them up in Christ and training them to work for Him ; a place of

greatest opportunity for victory

!

Such a school has a superintendent who loves God and desires

to extend His kingdom ; one who believes as thoroughly in his

school as in his secular business, and one who has constantly before

him an ideal. He has a cheery disposition, a hopeful outlook, and
indomitable perseverance. He comes early to his school, begins ex-

actly on time, has a complete program and keeps it moving in a

bright, helpful way. The very atmosphere awakens reverence ; the

songs, the Scripture reading, the memory verses, the prayers, the

lessons taught all help toward the object of the school—the build-

ing of Christian character.

The teachers in a front line school are "converted, called and
consecrated," and feel deeply the responsibility and privilege of

standing before classes as representatives of Jesus Christ : they make
thorough preparation and teach with authority. That the front

line school, by bringing all these helpful influences to bear, helps

every home represented in it. is a self-evident fact.

OPPORTUNITY for THE HOME DEPARTMENT.

But not everyone can attend the sessions of a Sunday-school,

however excellent it may be : not every home can even be repre-

sented in a Sunday-school- Vast numbers are prevented from at-

tendance for one reason or another, or for no reason at all ; these

the school is now striving to help by obeying the great commission.

"Go ye—and teach." Many church members, through no fault of

their own. cannot attend the sessions of Sunday-school. Impera-
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tivc duties prevent. This aggressive new department aims to in-

clude all church members who cannot be induced to become active

members of the school.

Then there are the shut-ins found in every community : invalids

in homes and hospitals, nurses, aged and infirm people ; and the

shut-outs : physicians, drug clerks, railroad employees, mail clerks,

commercial travelers, telegraphers, telephone employees, servants,

hotel and restaurant people ; besides the army of indifferent people

who care not whether school keeps or not.

The front line Sunday-school helps the home by securing sys-

tematic Bible study on the part of at least some of all these classes

of people, and thus at last we have a plan for "reaching the masses"
which is tangible, practicable, successful. The Home Department is

unquestionably the most universally workable great new thought
evolved in Sunday-school work since 1872, the year when our be-

loved and departed leader, B. F. Jacobs, secured the adoption of

the International uniform lesson system. It is evangelistic, social,

educational. It is simple, economical, profitable- Among the ways
in which the Home Department helps the home may be mentioned
the following:

1. It opens the Bible in thousands of homes. Until the advent
of the Home Department it was an exceedingly rare sight to see

the Bible open in many homes where it is now seen in the hands
of father or mother every day. Consequently family altars have
been established and homes placed on a high spiritual plane.

2. It unites families in Bible study. How priceless the gems
discovered when father, mother and children unite in the study of

the unsearchable riches of God's old, ever new Book—^God's blessed

Book, which is "profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,

for instruction in righteousness."

3. It secures home cooperation in lesson study. This means
better lesson preparation, for many times it means a definite time for

the study of the Sunday-school lesson. This induces many a con-

versation in the home concerning the lesson, with beneficial results.

4. It encourages parents and adnlts to become active members
of the school, thus extending the usefulness of the school by in-

creasing its membership. Almost every Home Department report

mentions the passing of one or more members to the main school.

God's plan is that men and women, as well as children, shall be

gathered together for Bible study.

5. // multiplies the nnmber of Christian homes. We have testi-

monies as to the fact that whole families have been brought to

Christ through the department. Many homes are made more effi-

cient, happier and better, by the religious literature sent to them
each week. Temperance literature also is now being regularly sent

to many homes, and more will be done along this line now that Mrs.

Stevens has begun her aggressive campaign.

6. It discovers in homes individuals zvho might otherwise be lost

to Sunday-school, Church and Christianity. Mrs. Kay of Dixon
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(whose department numbers nearly i,ooo), and Mrs. Craig of Rock-
ford, superintendents of the largest Home Departments in Illinois,

and also superintendents of the work in their respective counties, tell

of many such discoveries. Many a lonely person has been found
and helped by the loving touch of some warm-hearted Christian

worker. I myself might tell of the discovery of a rough man one
rainy day who "didn't know that Christian people cared anything
about him." Sometimes these discoveries become useful workers.
I am reminded of Mr. Meigs' lines

:

"A diamond in the rough
Is a diamond sure enough,

For before it ever sparkles,

It is made of diamond stuff.

"Of course some one must find it.

Or it never will be found.
And then some one must grind it.

Or it never will be ground.

"But when it's found, and when it's ground.
And when it's burnished bright,

That diamond's everlastingly

Just flashing out its light
!"

Yes, brethren, some one must find them, or they never will be

found ; and then some one must help them, or they never will be

helped at all. The time has come to "take God at His Word, and

go out after the lost
!"

As Secretary of the Illinois Home Department work, I .receive

many excellent letters each week which I yearn to share with the

workers of the state. Many questions come, some of which are not

easy to answer, but everyone receives full consideration. The Home
Department correspondence is already large and requires a good
deal of time, but it is counted a blessed service.

A most helpful letter has just come from Mrs. W. C. Pearce,

wife of our well beloved brother. Illinois Sunday-school workers
will be rejoiced to know that God has graciously restored Mrs.
Pearce to health, and that she is doing a great work as secretary of
the Home Department of Englewood Christian Sunday-school. Mrs.
Pearce writes

:

"The Home Department of Englewood Christian Sunday School was
organized three years ago. We now have 120 members, and are adding new
names constantly as our work becomes better known. We have members in

Oregon, Montana, Iowa, Oklahoma, Indian Territory, New Mexico, West
Virginia, Michigan, Wisconsin, Indiana, besides in several towns in Illinois.

"How do I secure members? I attend the Aid Society and get acquainted
with the mothers of the children who are in our school, and upon explanation
nearly all the members who cannot attend the school are glad to belong and
study the lessons with the family at home. I ask the teachers for names of

parents, and visit them or write them, explaining our work, and nearly all

are glad to join. I stand in the vestibule each Sunday after church and in-

vite the church members to remain for Sunday-school, and if not possible, I

ask them to join our Home Department, telling them if they tiiiist go home,
they must belong to the Home Department. Then I take pains to greet
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strangers and invite them to join us. I take names of everybody who might
join, and write if I cannot visit them. If I find members of other churches

I ask them to join their own schools and notify the superintendent of such
school. I am planning to go after every member of our church and induce

him to belong to our school.

"I had noticed an elderly woman being wheeled in an invalid's chair up
and down in front of my home, so I went out and spoke to her, finding

where she lived—some six doors away. Soon I called to see her and gradu-

ally won her confidence and love, finally asking her if she would not join

our Home Department. She was glad to belong to a school once more, for

years ago, before she had a paralytic stroke, she had been a Sunday-school

teacher. She had a trained nurse; I asked the nurse to belong, and she

gladly joined our ranks. She was followed by an attendant who had been

raised in wealth in Baltimore, but was now penniless, and she was alone

here and afflicted with deafness. She was rejoiced to belong to a school

where she could study with us the blessed word of God. After several

months another attendant was secured. She, too, was glad to join us, and

all four are still members. Then their maid, an English girl, a member of the

Church of England, married and located in a different part of the city. She

joined our Department, and writes me how much she enjoys her constant

study. She keeps a Bible in her kitchen and reads and studies while waiting

for the dinner to cook."

Another good letter comes from Mrs- Chas Craig, the busy

worker of Rockford. whom God has blessed and made a blessing.

Mrs. Craig's work is known throughout our land, and many letters

come to her asking for suggestions. She writes

:

"Our Home Department is still growing. It seems to take all my spare

time. I have four hundred and eleven members to see after. There are

always some of them sick or dying. I am just as much interested and busy

as a pastor is with his people. The Lord has wonderfully blessed me and led

me in the work. I love the work. It gives an opportunity for reachmg all

classes of people. The lesson quarterly opens the doors of the homes and

the hearts of the people. I am convinced of the greatness of this work more

and more every day. How often I have to thank God that he ever counted

me worthy to call me to take up this work.

"I must say it takes perseverance and patience and wilhngness to keep

everlastingly at it to make it successful. It is nine years ago last October

since I started my department, and it has increased steadily. So has my ni-

terest and love for the work.

"One mother says: 'Oh. Mrs. Craig. I am so glad you brought another

quarterly' My husband read every word of the last one and he says he

learned more out of it than he ever knew.' Another lady, whose husband was

a Catholic, said to me: T am so glad to get this; my husband reads every

word of it; we both enjoy it.' She had no change m her house, so she went

to a neighbor's and borrowed twenty cents and gave it to me. 1 his hap-

pened this afternoon. Just as sure as I feel discouraged with a family that

I have visited for some time and have seen no good resiflts from my vyork.

something will be said that will gladden my heart and T will have to thank

the Lord that his promises never fail."

Beloved workers of Illinois, vou may not be able to do as much

as Mrs. Kay, or Mrs. Craig, or Mrs. Pearce. but you can do some-

thing, and what "you can do you ought to do!" Remember. "To-

morrow today will be vesterday—Do it now!"

Finally, the Home Department brings homes into touch with the

great Sundav-school army of 26.000.000 people, thus making them

a part of the greatest movement in the world today—the tramp.
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tramp, tramp of the Sunday-school host as it marches on to victory

!

In Joel 2:21 it is written: ''The Lord will do great things."

Yes, the Lord will do great things, "Fear not ! Be glad! Rejoice!"
But He expects us to do well our own part ! I believe we are on the

verge of a year of great advancement in Home Department work,
but "the work will not do itself!" Let us see to it that our Sunday-
schools help the homes of the State more this year than ever be-

fore. Let our aim and our rallying cry be "A Home Department
in every Sunday-school in Illinois

!"

"Say not ye. there are yet four months and then cometh harvest?

Behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields,

for they are white already to harvest."

Professor Excell sang. "Don't you know the world is dying for

a little bit of love?"

A FRONT LINE SUNDAY-SCHOOL—HOW IT CONDUCTS
A SESSION.

MRS- MARY FOSTER BRYNER.

The first word I wish to say in connection with Sunday-school

work is that it is full of possibilities. Yesterday, when they were
talking about the Men's Department. I wondered how many of you
thought it would be possible to have a Men's Department in your

school. As you heard of the Temperance Department and of the

Home Department, did you think of the possibilities ? Next to that,

when we go home from this convention what will be the proba-

bilities?

There are three kinds of Sunday-schools. I believe they are

all represented in this convention. There are some Sunday-schools

that are zvaiting, waiting for the scholars to come, waiting for every

kind of new work. There are other Sunday-schools that are wak-
ing. If you have come to this convention and not wakened up to

the possibilities, you are not one of these wakening Sunday-schools.

Next, when you go home be a ivorking Sunday-school. You must
belong to one of these kinds. The possibilities are tremendous, the

opportunities are so many. Will the opportunities be lost or will

they be improved? We might add, the possibilities will always ex-

ceed the probabilities-

To conduct implies the presence of a conductor, and he is the

superintendent. Let us gather a group of three things that belong-

to Sunday-school work before the session begins ; they are all im-

portant, for they help or hinder in the Sunday-school work : First.

the purpose. Of course, in a general way we know it is the service

in God's house, meeting in God's name on God's Day to study God's

Word. It is the teaching service of the church just as much as the

preaching service and prayer meeting are services of the church.

But we have a special purpose in the Sunday-school because every

lesson has a special purpose in it. and we have special days when we
emphasize special things. We have Easter, ^femorial Day. Chil-
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(Iren's Day, Fourth of July, Rally Day. World's Temperance Sun-
day, Decision Day, Christmas. There will be a general purpose
which will be the same every Sunday, and there may be a special

service which will not be quite the same every Sunday. We should

find this purpose in many things in the conduct of the Sunday-
school. We should find it in the songs, in the supplemental lessons,

in the prayers, the Scripture reading and in the lesson study ; and
it will be found in the literature that is given to our scholars to take

into their homes. Second. We want to think of some of the pre-

liminaries before the Sunday-school service begins, the little things

that somebody ought to attend to because they will help or hinder,

—

the room, the light, the heat, the ventilation, the seats ; are the

books distributed? Has any mischievous boy put a picture on the

blackboard that ought to be erased? Is the room as clean, com-
fortable and convenient as may be to help in this service? Third,

The service itself should begin with promptness. We expect prompt-
ness in the conductor of a railroad train- These preliminaries hav-
ing been cared for, coal in the coal box and oil on the machinery,
and steam up, everything is ready to go when the time comes, and
every Sunday-school that is conducted properly ought to be ready
to begin at the moment it is announced to begin. The right thing
in the right place at the right time to be done in the right way, and
all responding promptly, not only in the beginning of the service

but all through, and in every one of the exercises of the school

there should be promptness because the time is short and there is

much to do.

The next three features are with regard to a plan for the ses-

sion. Somebody should arrange a program. No Sunday-school can
be well conducted without a program. In this program there will

be some parts which we will call permanent features of the pro-

gram ; they ought to come in every Sunday, and still not always in

the same way. These permanent features may be varied according
to the "purpose of the school for that one day. We will find that

these permanent features in the program will illustrate the topic

upon which I speak. A good strong purpose all the way through
will help to solve the problem of order. Order means a busy inter-

est, not a deathlike stillness. A noisy bell should be avoided rather

than used too often- In this well prepared program we find per-

manent features along four lines, devotional, instructional, social,

business. The music, the prayer, the Scripture reading and the

ofifering would be along the line of the devotional. The instructional

features would be in the lesson study and in the supplemental work
of the school. The social features would be brought out in the word
of welcome, the recognition of birthdays ; the business features in

the reports, records, announcements, and distribution of literature.

Concerning these permanent features we ought to consider the pro-

portion of time that should be given to each of them. Some fea-

tures of Sunday-school work are of more importance than others.

Do not unduly magnify those of less importance. The conduct of
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a session ought never to encroach upon the lesson study for which
the Sunday-schools exist. At this time of year you could visit many
Sunday-schools where they are practicing for Children's Day,
and even with such a lesson as Christ before Pilate, or the Death of

Christ, or the Resurrection of Christ, there will be some superin-

tendents who say, "We have only fifteen minutes left for lesson

study today." The time ought to be so proportioned that these other

things shall not in any way encroach upon the time for the lesson,

and never crowd it out. Protect the teaching hour. For twelve
years I scarcely missed attending the same school every Sunday

;

at the present time it is hardly possible for me to be in the same
school any two Sundays, so I have the opportunity of seeing the

work in a great many schools- How many present this afternoon

would appreciate it if some officer of your school would see to it

that when it is said there will be twenty-five minutes or half an
hour for study of the lesson, that that teaching time is protected

from interruptions? You would see, if you went about as I do that

this one thing hinders the work of the Sunday-school more than
anything else. The taking of the records and the money, and other
matters are all right at the right time, and the right time is not to go
to the classes during the teaching hour, not to interrupt that for

which the Sunday-school exists, namely the teaching and the study
of God's Word.

What have we in our Sunday-school as a definite plan of work?
The main lesson we always consider to be the International Sunday-
school lesson ; but in addition to that lesson we will find that pro-

gressive Sunday-schools are introducing what we call supplemental
lessons. If there is promptness in the conduct of the Sunday-school
session, we will find that in every school it is possible to devote from
five to eight or ten minutes of the session to advanced Bible memory
work, and if this is followed up week by week for the fifty-two Sun-
days of the year, it is remarkable how much Scripture can be
learned in that time. In some schools we have the beginners, the

primary, the junior, the intermediate, the senior and the adult

departments, besides our teacher-training class, and we can so plan

the work that each one will have some supplemental work. In my
hand I hold a little book of what are called fundamental lessons,

which have been introduced into a great many of the schools in

Canada and some schools on this side. It is called the Nova Scotia

plan and has suggestions of work for each department of the

school. I also have a little book of supplemental lessons that belongs

to the Methodist denomination and it has suggestions for each one
of the departments. The Presbyterian jind the Baptist denomina-
tions also make provisions along this line. The Sunday-school that

does not have supplemental work is not doing all that it might do
in making its sessions most helpful. No Sunday-school should
overlook the memorization of chapters and Psalms and selected

verses and choice hymns. It is really necessary to the Sunday-
school session that there be given plain reports. The reports should
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be correct and complete. It will be a help if they are comparative.

Complete statistics of each Sunday should be given in this plain

report. Let the report be comparative with that of last year or last

month or last Sabbath : this will aid greatly in the work of the

school.

There are three things we have a right to expect from a Sunday-
school session : It ought to be a session of profit to all. If one of

your boys or girls should go to a day school and should not learn

anything, you would say, "It is not of any use ;" so we in our Sun-

day-schools should expect that our boys and girls learn something

that will profit them. All Scripture that is given of God is profit-

able, along several lines. In the Sunday-school we emphasize in-

struction in righteousness. In this place we are trying to teach

the children about godliness that is profitable for all things ; and

we have the promise, that God's Word shall not return void, but

shall prosper. Let us have something of profit in every Sunday-

school session- Not only that, but let us ask if our Sunday-school

is making real progress. If your reports are not growing better,

vou are not making the progress you should. In a great many
schools there is room to gather more in. and any Sunday-school

that simply waits for scholars to come in will never fill those empty
places. What was it that made the Sunday-school go to work in

De Witt county? They had been waiting for the people to come
into the Sunday-schools ; and when they woke up to the fact that

they were losing in membership they began to work, and there will

be more progress right along in this county because of the work
that has been done. Here is a little booklet that came to mc about

the first of April from a young man who went with us to Jerusalem.

He had an opportunity of going to Hartford seminary for a post-

graduate course. There was an opening for him as superintendent

of the Sunday-school and he felt he would like to have the practical

experience of being a Sunday-school worker in Hartford, Connec-

ticut, and so he was appointed, and he began to wake up those

people. The average attendance of that school for the last six

months, or up to April first, has been 436; and five times between

January and the end of March they had had over 500 people in

that Sunday-school. They used to have ten at their teachers' meet-

ing; they now have forty at it. They used to have fifty of the

Sunday-school scholars in the church ; it has grown until now they

have at least 150, and every department of the work has been grow-
ing just that way. Why? They began to give the people who were

in the Sunday-school something to do ; they organized a church

choir of Sunday-school voices, and it is one of the sweetest parts of

the morning service. All the work is progressing simply because

they woke up and because they went to work.

We are trying in our Sunday-school work to reach something

like perfection. "Perfection is made up of trifles, but perfection is

no trifle." and it is worth while for Sunday-school people to attend

to little things and put little forces to work. All those who are wak-
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ing- up and are ready to do work in the Sunday-school must have

a great deal of push and a great deal of patience, and then the work
will so forward.

A FRONT LIXE SUXDAY-SCHOOL—HO\\' IT DOES
THINGS GENERALLY.

R. W. ROPIEQUET.

Some years after the Chicago fire, a minister who wanted to

make the acquaintance of a small boy. asked him this question

:

"Where were you during the Chicago fire?" and the answer was,

'T existed somewhere in the realms of the imagination." I some-
times think, when I hear from the platform about the ideal Sunday-
schools, that they exist chiefly in the realms of the imagination.

The Sunday-school I am talking about today, the front line, up-to-

date Sunday-school, is not exactly the ideal one of which we have
heard so much. It is a Sunday-school that can be held in the cross-

roads' school house as well as in the best appointed churches of the

city : and unless we have a Sunday-school ideal than can be adapted

to all places and to all conditions, we are very apt to be in the posi-

tion as Sunday-school workers that my boy was in sometime ago
when he came home from the high school with a long list of things

that the teacher said he might look up on a certain topic. He said

if he looked them up he would know more about the topic, but he

would be older than the teacher before he got through. Let us be

frank about this. I will give you my definition of the Sunday-
school. I heard it said by brother Engle that it is part of the church.

I have heard it said that it is the nursery of the church.—and that

is what makes a boy think it is a baby school ; it brings up a vision

of bottles and cookies! The Siinday-scJwol is the church of God
studying the Word of God for.—don't be scared! I am not a

preacher but a lawyer

—

salvation and sanctification. First, the Sun-
day-school is the church of God. We have awakened to that idea.

That is the reason we are having men's classes and cradle rolls and
home departments. The work of the Sunday-school is to gather

the whole church of God within the limits of some place where the

Word of God shall be studied, and why? Because it is absolutely

necessary for the salvation of the church of God and the forward

movement of the church of God that it study the Word of God.

Away back in the old times it was said unto Joshua: 'This book
of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth : and thou shalt med-
itate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do accord-

ing to all that is written therein ; for then thou shalt make thy way
prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success." There is no

other promise of any avenue to success in the work of the church of

God than the one made to Joshua centuries ago. It comes to us

today. One of the reasons for the weakness of the church of God
today is that we have studied so much about the Word of God that

\\^ have been forgetting to study the Word of God.
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The Sunday-school is the church of God studying the Word of

God. and. therefore, we may have success. Why? Because it will

make us wise unto salvation. Let us look at that word "sanctify."

Lawyerlikc. I am going to give an authority on that, so you won't
be frightened. Some of you studied awhile ago, "Sanctify them
through thy truth; thy word is truth." What does that mean? Let
us translate it. When we have a teachers' meeting we try to trans-

late the lesson into the vernacular of the people we are to teach.

For some years I sat where I looked into the faces of the people
that the minister was talking to. One of the great weaknesses of
the modern pulpit is that the preachers do what John Wesley said

his preachers should not do. talk in an unknown tongue. They in-

terlard their sermons with the words and phraseology of the theo-

logical seminary instead of getting down, as the Master did, to the

people and talking to them in their every-day language. If the

ministers were lawyers and trained to look into the faces of the

people, to see what they think about it, they would see that nine-
tenths of the people were not interested at all. Now, our Sundav-
school work is the church of God studying the Word of God for

salvation and sanctification. We know what salvation is. Let us
put it in language a little boy can understand: The work of the

Sunday-school is in order that the people may be saved and kept
.saved. The front rank Sunday-school is not one given to fads,

fancies and follies. I am an old-fashioned Sunday-school superin-

tendent. I think a good deal of so-called improvement has been
carried too far. Instead of it I would put force, and fire and faith

as the foundation principles of the modern Sunday-school. Why do
I speak like this? Because when I visit Sunday-schools I find too

many of them over which this inscription might be put, "Behold
old things have passed away, all things have become new." The
idea seemed to be that the only thing of good is of today, and that

something of yesterday was so far in the past, in the antediluvian
days, that it was not worth paying any attention to at all. Was it

not Shakespeare who said of Othello, that there was method in

his madness? It seems to me sometimes that there is a good deal
of madness in our methods. I will read you something from A. H.
McKinney, a Sunday-school authority. He says : "The time is

come when many thoughtful earnest workers feel that there is dan-
ger of being so fascinated with methods and so busily engaged with
machinery that the spiritual in Bible school-work will soon be for-

gotten or pushed into a corner." What would I put over these

Sunday-school conventions in this day? "Beware of science, falsel\-

so called." I sometimes think that the olo^y of man is pushing
the loi^os of God out of the Sunday-school work throughout the

country. That is correct, is it not? Mr. Engle quoted Latin, and I

do not want you to believe that the man from Kansas is the only one
who knows anything about unknown tongues. We have psychology
and a whole lot of ologics, and in a lot of Sunday-schools they have
forgotten the good old-fashioned Doxology.
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Let us see what the Sunday-school is ! In the first place it must
be inspirational, and in the next place educational, and these two
together form the star of the Sunday-school work,—^the salvational.

Now in our modern twentieth century Sunday-school, as we used
to call it when we stood at the dawn of the century, do we have
the inspirational, the educational and the salvational? "Go ye into

all the world and disciple, or teach, all nations." There is more real

Sunday-school work in brother Jacobs going up and down the

streets ringing an old dinner bell to announce a Sunday-school meet-
ing, than there is in some of the things furnished in some conven-
tions ; and the thing we want is enough of the inspirational, which
can only come from above, to make us willing if need be to go
out with an old dinner bell and ring it through the streets in order
to let the people know that we are alive and have a place for the

people and want them to come to Sunday-school. According to

some modern teachers we have got to put a little child in our
midst, and then tear it all to pieces before we can tell anything

about Sunday-school teaching. I wonder at times, when I hear
people who know nothing about a child, except what they got
from the printed page of a scientific professor of some great college.

whether they ever had a little child of their oivn, that nestled up to

them? whether they knew anything about the love of a child?

whether they ever sat down by the bedside of a child, whose life

was just ebbing away, and saw the pleading look of that child as

it threw its arms around its mother's neck ;—yet they talk about

its being made up of high conceits and selfishness. I am satisfied

they never had a little boy like I have, who nestles up to me and
says, "I love you ; I am glad you are here." You will never know
a child by tearing it to pieces.

We sing in our school, "Bring them in," and then we go out to

get them. Do you see this button? It has on it "750." We had
360 enrolled, and we were not satisfied. I said, "How many would
you like to have enrolled?" and they said "500," and we put on
the button "500." Brother Johnson of East St. Louis visited us.

,

and he said, "What is that for?" I said. "It means that we are going
to have 500 in our Sunday-school." There is some feeling between
Belleville and East St. Louis ; East St. Louis always wants to do
more than we do. He went home and he put on a button "650,"

so we raised ours to 750, and now they have got one with 1,000.

We are nothing but a little country church, but they have. a mag-
nificent church ; they were dwindling along with about 450 in attend-

ance, but today they have more than 8eo enrolled in the Sunday-
school. We are going to have a joint picnic pretty soon, and we
are going to sing, "Button, button, who's got the button?" Two
superintendents got an inspiration and followed it up. Before you
cook your hare you have to catch him, and before you can teach

children in the Sunday-school you have to bring them in ; and you
must mix brains with your paint, if you want to paint signs, like

brother Jacobs did—mix brain and love. I picked up a Sunda}-
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school paper the other day. issued by the Congregational Publica-

tion Society, and read a story of a boy who was giving to the cause

of missions, and he was asked. "How is it you give so much when
you do not know anything about them?" He said, "I am proud
of the concern." If you want an inspirational Sunday-school make
every boy and every girl, every officer and every teacher, feel that

they are proud of the concern, and that it won't run unless they do
their part.

The next thing is educational. I believe that the front rank

modern Sunday-school that permits a lesson help or a lesson leaf

•to be used during the Sunday-school session has a fly in the oint-

ment. I am old-fashioned enough to believe that. "This Word have

I hid in mv heart." belongs to this date ; and the first supplemental

lesson I would introduce in any Sunday-school is a supplemental

lesson for learning the verses of God's Word which teach the great

fundamental truths essential to salvation. Listen to that grand old

man. Dr. Potts, as the Word of God poured out of his mouth ; what
was it gave strength and power? Not the modern Sunday-school

method of thought simply, but the Word of God that he learned

as a boy at home. I never taught school ; I am not an educator ; I

never studied psychology ; I cannot understand why the child should

wait until it understands all about the Word of God before it com-
mits it to memory. I know the Master took the disciples and taught

them things they did not understand until the Holy Ghost came
upon them. When I went to school we learned things by heart.

There is not much danger now of people in our Sunday-schools

dying from what the old colored man said carried off his wife,

"information of the brain." If we do not take care we will not be

in much danger of dying of enlargement of the heart. We need

more heart in our work, and we need to realize that there is a great

work to be done, and that men and women, boys and girls may die

everlastingly unless we do it. This is the equipment needed by

every Sunday-school teacher : "When He is come he will guide you
into all truth." I do not care what other educational facilities a

Sunday-school teacher has. unless there has been first an enduement
of power for the work, it is all as a sounding brass and as a tink-

ling cymbal. Let us keep the old things while we go to the new.

Do I believe in certain things in Sunday-school lines in education?

I believe in cooperation. I believe the superintendent ought to

gather the teachers together to study the Word, in order that it

may be taught along one line and that there may be one common
purpose in the Sunday-school work. Have a teachers' meeting. It

can be had if the superintendent or someone else has enough com-
mon sense to want it. It all depends upon the want. With me
the teachers' meeting is like Tennyson's Brook, it goes on forever ; as

long as I am going on a teachers' meeting is going on. I believe

in teacher training. I like the base-ball game, and I read all the

column about it in the paper. I read it all the way through. I read

that the American Base-ball League had a trainer that looked after
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the men, and massaged their arms. That is the kind of work the
Svmday-school superintendent ought to be doing in his school : he
ought to be a trainer, massaging the muscles of his teachers in order
that they may do their work well. We learn things today and we
forget them tomorrow. I have drilled my teachers in the life of
Christ. The other day, when we had the lesson about Peter, I was
asked whether Judas was present when Jesus washed His disciples'

feet? I had drilled them on that. I have Sunday-school teachers
that say to me, "I cannot remember those things at all." But if

you will look up the record of the Church of God, you will find the
loving arm of that Sunday-school teacher has been around the boys
and girls leading them into the church of God, saving them and
keeping them saved.

In the front line of the Sunday-school movement must be this

positive message of salvation and sanctification. I do not want to

be understood here today as opposing the having of trained teach-

ers. "Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not
thyself?" "Exercise thyself rather unto godliness." We are to be
the very best teachers we can be, and we are to remember that our
work is the winning of souls for Christ and keeping them won for

Christ. This is the reason why Mr. Bok of the Ladies Home
Journal, others who criticize the Sunday-school, shoot so shy of the

mark. Sometimes when we are told that statistics show that the

Sunday-school is not keeping pace with the population, that the

children are not being brought in, I wonder whether in our great
desire to have the modern things in our Sunday-school work we
have not neglected altogether too much the one thing that is need-
ful! I am not protesting against these things but simply pleading

that we have a right perspective in our Sunday-school work and
hew to the line. IS^otwithstanding our eight thousand Sunday-
schools in Illinois, and our thousand delegates and more at this

convention, and the fact that we have the best organization for Sun-
day-school work, I say it is a blot upon the forces of the Sunday-
school work in the State of Illinois that there are more sheep outside

of the fold than we have gathered within it today. We must get

back to essentials, and go back again to the Word of God. If a

mother were on her death-bed, how she would call her children to

her, and how earnestly she would speak to them. Suppose you
were called away, brother, what sort of a record would there be?
Born and raised in the State of Illinois, I never entered the Sunday-
school until I was eighteen years of age. For four years my most
intimate friends were boys who attended the Methodist Sunday-
school in the City of Belleville, and not a single soul ever asked me
to come into the Sunday-school. I had willingness enough to go

;

and it was not until a rainy Sunday that I plucked up courage enough
to go. That makes me believe that there are thousands all over the

State of Illinois who are hungry and thirsty for some one to ask
them to come in. Let us go out and bring them in. Here is a

verse which I call my Sunday-school Verse : "I have given unto
8
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them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them,

and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have

believed that thou didst send me."

REPORT OF THE AUDITING COMMITTEE.

To the Forty-seventh Illinois Sunday-school Convention: The
Auditing Committee has carefully examined the books and vouchers

submitted and found them correct. We also desire to compliment the

person who has kept the books on the manner in which they have
been kept.

i R. W. ROPIEQUET,
Committee. - U. T. S. Rice,

( F. T. KuHL.

A. H. Mills: I move that this report be adopted.

The motion was seconded and prevailed.

LETTER FROM DR. HAM ILL.

Nashville, Tenn., May 23d, 1905.
To W. B. Jacobs, General Secretary Illinois S. S. Association.

Dear Comrade—I am reminded that this is the opening day of your con-
vention at Clinton. I am in my office with Mrs. Hamill, both bemoaning
the obstacles that keep us from coming to you. Out of the past there come
trooping many happy memories of old Illinois and her noble company of
Sunday-school workers. When these convention days roll round I have the
heart-longing for the old faces. It used to be Hare and Reynolds and
Griffith, and most of all, B. F. After that came the younger company, as
worthy successors. Now 500 miles away, I have memory only. I am begin-
ning to feel like an old man, but there is one part of me on which 'the

dew of heaven lingers. It is that section of my heart and life on which
Providence has engraved the word—"Illinois." Please 'give them my love

in convention and ask them to remember me in their prayers.

Your brother, H. M. Hamill.

W. B. Jacobs : Do you wish your general secretary, in your
name, to send a response to Dr. Hamill ?

It was so ordered, unanimously.

TELEGRAM FROM OKLAHOMA.
Elreno, Okla., May 24th, 1905.

]V. B. Jacobs, General Secretary, Clinton, III.

Oklahoma sonds greetings. Thank you for Brother Pearce. Read Ephe-
sians six, ten to eighteen. .Arthir Wharton. Vice Pre?.

LEGION OF HONOR ALUMNI BANQUET.
Wednesday evening at 5:30 came one of the most enjovable

features of the Convention—the Alumni Banquet. This was given
by the Ladies Aid Society of the Clinton Presbyterian Church, and
never has a more dainty Banquet been served to our .Mumni Asso-
ciation. The pleasures of this reunion were doubled by the gracious
reception which the guests received from Mr. and Mrs. Black, who
won the love and admiration of all.
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President Shellenberger, after a few warm words of greeting,

called for the report of the Secretary, Miss D. P. Cummins,
who reminded us of the pleasures of last year's meeting.

Then followed the election of officers, which resulted in the choice

of Mr. C. E. Hauck of Chicago for President; Miss Nonie Ellis of

Farmer City for Secretary ; Prof. A. L. Shellenberger, Miss D. P.

Cummins and Dr. W. E. Buxton, Executive Committee.
Mr. Hauck was escorted to the chair by Mr. G. W. Miller, and

after expressing his sense of the honor conferred upon him he asked
Mrs. Bryner and Mr. J. H. Engle for a message to our Alumni.
These friends responded in a delightful manner and Mrs. Bryner
voiced the sentiments of all when she spoke the words of esteem
and affection for "our absent brother William C. Pearce," who in

far away Oklahoma was doubtless thinking of us.

A MESSAGE FROM THE TEACHER-TRAINING COMMITTEE.

Prof. C. M. Parker : It gives me pleasure to meet with you this

evening, for although we have not accomplished a great deal

during the last year, still your committee has been at work. We
feel that one of the great crying needs of the twentieth century is

the growing teacher ; and your committee appointed one year ago
on teacher-training has found a call for an advance for those who
have completed the elementary work ; and we have planned b\- cor-

respondence and conference during the year a definite course, which
we hope to recommend to the x\ssociation tomorrow. The time
is short and I cannot enter into details more than to say that it

embraces four distinct lines of reading and study, as follows : ( i

)

The Bible, its history, geography, etc. (2) General Church History.

(3) Pedagogy and child study. (4) The Sunday-school, its histo-

ry, organization, etc. We have examined with a good deal of care

the different text-books oft'ered, and we have conferred very freely

with brother Pearce. We have adopted four books covering the

work. We shall recommend that but one study be taken up during
a year ; that the study the coming year be the Bible ; next year,

the second topic, and so on, year by year, to the end. In order to

have uniformity, we shall also recommend that classes which are

organized next year, instead of beginning with the first year's

work, take up the second year, so that in all parts of this great

state the Sunday-school workers may study the same general topic

during the same year. I need not urge upon you the importance
of this. We all know the detrimental effects in the Sunday-school
of the dead-line on the part of the teacher; we have seen it too
often ; and it has been emphasized in our convention that the one
thing needful is an earnest, prayerful and qualified teacher, and
this course, which I have outlined, we expect will keep the teacher
growing. We ask all members of this Alumni Association to carrv
this work to their homes, to agitate this work, to hold it up and
encourage teachers in their communities to take it up. W^e hope
that great good mav come from this teacher training course.



108 Illinois Slxday School Convention.

SECOND DAY—EVENING SESSION.

Vice-President Rundle presided. Mr. T. J. Storey offered

prayer. Prof. Excell conducted a splendid service of praise.

GLIMPSES OF OUR WIDE FIELD.
MRS. MARY FOSTER BRYNER.

The privilege is mine of bringing to you a greeting from the

International General Secretary. A letter came to me in which he

said, "Give my love to the delegates of Illinois, with a message of

courage and good cheer."

Many who are present in this room may have stood at some
time on that historic spot in the Alleghenies and the guide standing

beside you has said, "From this point on a clear day you can see

into seven states." Since I was with you at the convention in

Bloomington four years ago, the privilege has been mine of work-
ing not only in seven states, but in forty of our United States, six

provinces of Canada, and in Mexico, and tonight I am to bring

you a few glimpses of this wide International field. Upon the

piazza of the summer home of the chairman of our Executive

Committee, Mr. W. X. Hartshorn, there stands a great field glass

overlooking Massachusetts Bay. One day, looking through that

glass, I could distinguish ships that were coming into the harlxjr,

and other ships going out from the harbor, while little specks grew
to be the fishing dories in which one could distinguish men busy

at their tasks. In one of them the little red hood of a child showed
that one kind father had taken his little one for a pleasure trip that

day with him. So tonight in these glimpses from the field, I want
to bring a little nearer to your vision some of the things that have

come to me through these months and years since I have been

able to meet with my own state workers in their annual convention.

You know, of course, that the world's Sunday-school forces

are great, but I wonder if you ever thought just how great. If

we should stand side by side, teachers, officers and children, hold-

ing hands, there are enough in the Sunday-school forces of the

world to reach entirely around the world at its greatest circumfer-

ence ; but these are not evenly divided. In our own International

Association in North America, we have in round numbers 150,000

Sunday-schools; multiplied by ten, 1,500,000 officers and teachers;

multiplied by ten, 15,000,000 as a total membership of the Sunday-

schools on this North American Continent ; but these are not equally

distributed. Those of you who have received letters from head-

quarters, if you have taken the time to turn over to the back of

the sheet, have found some figures there alleging that we have

sixtv-nine states and provinces, with Mexico, in this International

Association ; and Illinois, by that statistical report given at Denver,

ranks third, New York and Pennsylvania being the ones that had

a larger membership than our own good state; but while there are

eighteen which have over four thousand Sunday-schools each there
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are thirty that haA^e less than one thousand Sunday-schools in each,

and of those thirty there are four that have less than one hundred
Sunday-schools in each—Alaska, Arizona, Nevada and New Mexico.

Last year, about this time, it was my privilege to be in the New
Mexico convention assembled at Albuquerque. There was a young
woman present who had come from her county, which she said had
three thousand square miles ; it had in it not one residing minister,

not one church building, and all the regular religious services at any-

time in that great county were five little Sunday-schools and the

Endeavor or League meetings that were held in connection with

them. So we find that the work is weak in some of these places,

and it is the part of the strong to help the weak. From him that

hath, of him shall much be required.

Let us glance at another section of the country. Of course,

we know about New England, great in resources, where the rail-

roads are plentiful and traveling inexpensive ; there there is such

an abundant supply of workers. Still, they have their problem.

While attending the New Hampshire convention I was surprised to

learn how many of their people were speaking in foreign languages,

and when I inquired I was told that in the factories the foreigners

are the ones who are doing the work ; so they are dealing with the

problem of the foreigners in that well established and cultured East.

If we look across to the new and transient West we find conditions

quite different. Nobody asks there whether your grandfather or

great grandfather lived in that section, but you are always asked,

"Where did you come from?" And anybody who has lived in

Seattle or Portland or in any of those places a dozen or fifteen

years is regarded as a very old settler. The pastors must be leaders

in this work. In many of these little western schools we find that

the pastors are quite transient. You will find some of the most
noble and heroic service in these western schools that you can find

in any place, but you will often find that there are many students

who are taking just a year of work that they may help to finish

their education ; and in some states, like Wyoming, where there are

fourteen churches of one denomination, we find that the senior

pastor of those fourteen churches had been there two years and a

half; and while he had been in his one church, there had been four

pastors in the sister church in that town. The pastors change so

often, and the membership and population change so often, that

they have a good many problems. They have fewer schools ; they

are home mission fields, some of them receiving their suppplies from
their home mission boards. There are the scattered populations

;

there are the great distances in the way of attending conventions.

Just think of a woman in Idaho who wanted to attend the conven-
tion in Lewiston ! Her home was near Pocatello. Her district

thought they must have representation, so she went. She told me
she took parts of three days to go and parts of three days to get

home, and her railroad ticket cost fifty-six dollars, half of which
was paid by her district and the other half by herself. These people
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come together to receive instruction, and they never get a railroad

reduction because they cannot get the required number of dele-

gates, so they must pay full fare for their transportation. Of the

delegates who came to the New Mexico convention, only about
forty-two were from outside Albuquerque, but forty-two from the

ninety-seven Sunday-schools of New Mexico is in the same propor-

tion as forty-two hundred for the state of Pennsylvania. It takes

twenty-four hours to go to Seattle from Spokane, and there is

only one Field Worker for that great section. How favored we
are with our secretary and assistants in the office and four workers
in the field in this great State of Illinois

!

Many people who go out to the western country say, "Yes, when
I lived back East I was a Sunday-school superintendent, I was a

teacher, but when I came out here I made up my mind that I was
not going to get right into the w^ork, so I am resting awhile." The
trouble is they rest too long, and a good many of them never get
back into the work. Then there is the problem I found in western
Wyoming. Uinta county is 125 miles east and west and it extends
all the way from the southern boundary of Wyoming to the Yellow-
stone Park. When they held their first convention, they counted
up the Sunday-schools and found they had eight all told, number-
ing 548 people. Somebody said, "I thought I saw the Mormon
elder on the street today ; I am going to ask him how many they

have in their Sunday-schools." So he met him and he came back
in the afternoon with this information : 'T met him and he said they

had eight Sunday-schools and their membership is 1.750." There
were three times as many in the ^lormon Sunday-schools, with the

same number of schools, as they had in what we call the evangelical

denominations.

Look, for a moment, at the great religious Southland, because

it is the religious Southland. Those who are American citizens

have lived there for many years, and many of them have the habit

of church going. Denominational work is very strong. Our good
friend and brother, Dr. Hamill, went there to take up teacher-

training with the great Methodist denomination, and brother Spill-

man is working for the Baptist denomination, and they are doing
splendid work. As denominations they hardly become so well ac-

quainted with one another as we do here, but their friendship is

true and the work is progressing.

Look for a moment at Texas ! When I went to that convention

in Texas I could hardly believe what I was told about the state,

that if you turn Texas on any corner it will overlap the boundaries

of the United States. The next day I found a map and I took a

string and laid it over to the Atlantic and it went away beyond
Florida ; I turned it in the other direction and it went away beyond
into the Pacific ; and then laid it north and south.—well, it did

not go quite beyond Minnesota but it went far beyond the place

where Canada comes down and meets our country at Detroit and
Windsor. That great state has 247 counties and one Field Worker.
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There is in the Southland the problem of the colored people, ten

millions of them who are religious naturally and have their Sunday-
schools, but who want help and who have received help. Those
of you who were at Denver remember the report that was given,

that Mr. Maxwell who had worked among those colored people

for five years had died during the month preceding in California,

principally from overwork. Do you know that these colored broth-

ers down there, when they are through with a convention, cannot
do as Dr. Potts will do tomorrow night. When he finishes his work
here he starts for Manitoba. He and I will be in the same conven-
tion next week. He can take a sleeper and have all the comfort
in traveling that can be provided ; but our colored brothers in the

Southland, if they are going to another convention after having
worked as hard as possible, cannot do that. When they enter a

new town many times they are unable to find a place to sleep, and
very frequently have to ask permission to lie on a bench in the depot
until morning shall come. Is it any wonder then, that after five

years Maxwell died? And when we met at the Denver conven-
tion the question came up, "Shall we continue the colored work or
not? and if we continue it there must be special contributions."

You remember how our General Secretary asked for the one hun-
dred dollar contributions, and six or seven had come in, and some-
body sent up to the platform a card which had written on it 500
in figures with the word dollars after it, and it was so read from
the platform, and such clapping ! They thought the twelve hundred
dollars asked had been raised ; and then somebody walked up the

aisle and said that it was meant for five dollars ; the decimal point

was left out, and it was not quite so pleasant. But, do you know,
this great big-hearted man of Illinois, who leads us in the services

of song, was in that convention ; he had been leading us in the

services of song there ; and when the people were beginning to feel

depressed by the announcement. Prof. Excell stood beneath the

organ and said, 'T make that pledge good," and that pledge has
been paid. Illinois is always ready to stand in the breach. The
money was provided for two of those colored brothers to go into

the work. Shepherd was chosen from North Carolina, and Marcus
from Memphis, Tennessee. There was a special committee to have
this work in cfiarge. This last October Marcus took a fever, from
overwork and exposure, and died, and now we have just the one
left to work among these ten million people.

It was my privilege to attend the first colored convention of

North Carolina. I wish you could have seen our two workers to-

gether. These are a few of the things they said to their brothers

and sisters : "What we don't know is a heap more than what we
do." "If you are down, get up, and when you are up walk, and
when you walk talk for the Lord Jesus Christ." They gave us a

little history of what they did when they went around to their con-

ventions. They said, "We hear you say sometimes that the proper

way to work is to go from the known to the unknown ; why, bless
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voii ! in many of our sections it is all unknown." Again, "It is a

smart man that knows his failings and looks to their mending." To
help the people understand what our text-book is they would tell

them : "The Bible is God's letter of invitation to you. and He ex-

pects you to send in your letter of acceptance." Again, about

prayer : "Prayer is God's telephone ; it is only when you get down
on your knees that you touch the battery, and then you can expect

to get a message from home. ' In reference to normal lessons or

teacher-training lessons, they hadn't the text-books, and some of

them could not use text-books if they had them, so Marcus told of

a normal lesson he gave in some of his conventions. "They all

know how to count to six." said Marcus, "so I have them count to

six, and then I say, 'One stands for the Bible ; the Bible is our

text-book, and it is one blessed book ; two means that the Bible

is divided into two important parts ; three means that the Bible was
written in three languages ; four means that the best part of the

Bible is the four Gospels ; five means that there are five books in the

Pentateuch, and five books of poetry, and five books of prophecy

;

six means that there were six days in which this world was made

:

also that there were six periods of Jewish history, probation and

preparation, conquest and power, decline and servitude.' " They
learned their normal lesson by counting on their fingers. Their

work has been practical work.

Look for a moment at our well-favored central states. In view

of the fact that forty years ago we had such leaders as Jacobs,

Moody, Vincent and Reynolds, and others who for years have been

working in Illinois is it any wonder that in these states we find such

excellent organized Sunday-school work?
Look across the border into Canada. The provinces have moved

a little slowlv sometimes but always surely and always steadily.

They are pushing all departments of the work. Think of the last

Prince Edward Island convention, an island about one hundred

miles long and thirty miles wide at the widest, having 213 Sunday-
schools, and employing a Field Worker, taking all this time, and

going to that convention with $350.00 in the treasury. Think of

Nova Scotia with its teacher-training, systematic grading and sup-

plemental work ! New Brunswick was the very first of all the

sixtv-nine states and provinces to issue the International diploma

to its teacher-training graduates. So we find in these sixty-nine

states and provinces many that have no field worker : some have

four or five ; Pennsylvania with perhaps nine ; Ohio and Illinois

each with a goodly number.
Four weeks ago I was in a convention in Indian Territory, the

third convention they had ever held, but they are pushing along

and thev are encouraged. They had seventy delegates. This work
is being pushed because the strong states are helping the weak.

Look at the last four years and think of the place that Sunday-

school work occupies in the world today,—the four years that are

nearest to us now, 1902, 1903, 1904 and 1905. Has the Sunday-
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school work grown sufficiently strong to command the attention of
very many people who are worth while? Some of you here. re-

member that 1902 stands for the International Convention at Den-
ver, the first time it was held in what we call the western country.
That convention was not really at their doors although we thought
it was; but 1902 stands for nearly 1.400 people who went from at

least fifty-seven of the sixty-nine states and provinces, taking at

least a week for them to come and go, and requiring them to spend
about a week in the convention. Has there been any progress since

Denver? At that time Marion Lawrance was the only worker for

the International Association. You know how in a few months the

primary and junior work demanded that there should be a special

secretary, and Mrs. Barnes was chosen for that position ; you re-

member how the teacher-training work grew, they needed some one
to push it. and Mr. Pearce was chosen for that work ; and then

some of those states that could not have a field worker of their

own did hope that the way might be provided so that a worker
could go and stay with them occasionally two or three weeks, per-

haps longer, going about ; and another of your workers was chosen

who could go into some of those needy fields and encourage the

people in Sunday-school work. Then came the educational depart-

ment and the smnmer schools ;—the country was divided into nine

districts so that the field workers of those districts can come to-

gether and confer ; the international diploma ; the temperance
pledge ; the lecture course,—our General Secretary could keep busy

going to theological seminaries and lecturing on the Sunday-schools

for the benefit of the coming pastors : the pastors' institutes ; and
then the demand for workers to go to summer assemblies.

For a moment look at 1903 ;
you heard of it last night, of the

hundreds of people who assembled in London. Then the year 1904.

you had a report last year, but I want to call your attention to the

fact that 1526 people met in Jerusalem ; and now 1905 is before

us. and the convention which is to meet in about a month in the

city of Toronto, and a great many delegates will attend. We are

thankful for the past and we are hopeful for the future ! but there

will be larger and very much better plans proposed, and our motto
once again will be, "Go forward, for there remaineth yet much land

to be possessed."

The Glory song was sung.

TWENTIETH CENTURY SUNDAY-SCHOOL IDEALS.
REV. JOHN POTTS, D.D.

We can hardly think of the ideals of the twentieth centurv with-
out indulging a moment in the history of the Sunday-school down
to the twentieth century. I shall leave Robert Raikes alone tonight,

and confine myself to a word or two bearing upon the development
of the Sunday-school on this North American Continent. So far

as I know, the first Sunday-school in America was started bv Bishop
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Asbury in a private house in Hanover county, \''irginia. in 1786.

In J 790 the Methodist conference ordered the organization of Sun-

day-schools, and they were to begin at six o'clock in the morning
and continue until ten ; and then they were to resume at two o'clock

in the afternoon and continue until six in the evening. I suppose

that is where the idea of an eight hour day came from. Their

schools were not like our schools but I presume they were good
schools in which to learn reading and writing and perhaps a little

arithmetic, with a little tincture of morality and religion thrown in.

Xow, then, what are the ideals of the twentieth century? By
the mercy of God we have passed through the gateway into the

twentieth century, and we have started upon the responsibility and

glorious pilgrimage of this century, which will be the most wonder-

ful down to that time that the world has ever known. People are

writing today the achievements of the nineteenth century, and there

were great achievements, but those achievements will be little or

nothing compared with the achievements of this twentieth century

upon which we have started. There is one word that will be the

emphatic word in every ideal, and that word is ALL.
My first ideal is: "All pastors and all Sunday-school superin-

tendents in sympathetic touch for the best spiritual welfare of the

children and of the school." This is coming into prominence more
and more, and it will come into greater prominence until the ideal

shall become a reality. The chief man in any church or school

is the pastor. The pastor is the responsible man before Almighty
God for the entire flock, not only for the sheep, but for the lambs

as well, and he has no helper that can be compared with a godly

and intelligent Sunday-school superintendent. They are vital to

each other. There can be no prosperous church if there be not the

approximation to that ideal that I now put before you. I believe

that the Sunday-school superintendent is the greatest ofificer of the

church next to the pastor himself. It has not always been thought

so, but it will come to be recognized more and more that the chief

helper of the pastor in the shepherding of the boys and girls and
young men and young women will be regarded as the chief officer

next to the pastor himself.

My second ideal is : "All teachers converted ; all teachers called

to teach ; and all teachers consecrated to the high and holy office of

Biblical teaching." All teachers converted,—thank God ! that is

true in regard to a host of teachers today ; all over your land and all

over my land the minister behind the desk is not a more thoroughly

converted man than many of the elect ladies and godly men who are

engaged in the work of Sunday-school teaching ; but it would be

a great stretch of charit}^ for me to say that all teachers are con-

verted and that all teachers are called and that all teachers are

consecrated to the work of teaching. Take that ideal of conversion

!

an unconverted teacher cannot interpret the text-book. An un-
converted teacher cannot lead childhood to the Christ of childhood.

Therefore, conversion is an essential element in thorough, accept-
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able and fruitful teaching. All teachers called. You have been

familiar with the call to the ministry. We are all called to be saints.

We are all called to be co-workers with God in the great work of

salvation. But you have not heard a great deal about persons be-

ing called to teach in the Sunday-school. O, how loose we have
been in admitting teachers. Any other organization under the stars

of God would have been bankrupt long ago if it had been as loose in

the selection of its workers as the church of God has been loose in

the selection of Sunday-school teachers. All teachers called does not

mean that you shall have a call like Paul, compelling you to say,

"Woe is me if I preach not the Gospel ;" but there are certain pre-

requisites that will help you to the knowledge of a call. Aptness

to teach. God never calls a person to teach who has not some apt-

ness to teach ; sympathy with young people ; love for childhood

and young manhood and young womanhood ; these will be indica-

tions that this department of the church is the department in which
you should give yourself to Christian service. Consecration : Were
you ever in a Sunday-school during the exercise of teaching and
just glanced over the teachers, and were you never compelled to

say, "There is a teacher and there is another teacher to whom there

is no music like the music of the superintendent's bell to quit teach-

ing?" while other teachers were so full of the subject they dreaded
the tinkle of the bell because they had another thought and another

illustration and another appeal to make to their class before they

came to the end. All teachers converted, called, and consecrated to

the work of Sunday-school teaching.

My third ideal is : "All teachers trained for this great work."
There is good ground of expectation in the beginning of this cen-

tury that long before the end of it there will not be a teacher un-
trained in the Sunday-school. Trained in what? Not simply in the

lesson but in the preceding context and in the subsequent context

and in general Biblical literature. It is God's revelation to you
and to me, and we ought to aim at understanding it, and the fuller

we are of Biblical knowledge from Genesis to Revelation the better

qualified we shall be to teach the specific lesson on a given Sunday.
You have heard that the uniform scheme of lessons hop, skip and
jump. You have the hop, skip and jump in all literature. If you
are classical scholars you know that no great text-book in college

or university is taken page after page, and so it is expected by the

intelligence and sympathy of the teacher you will connect the one
lesson with the other, you will bridge over from the one to the

other ; and having a fullness of Biblical knowledge you will be able

all the better to teach the specific lesson. Trained in what? trained

by whom ? Thank God for Sunday-school experts ! You listened

to one this evening, and there are others, others in Illinois, others

in every part of the country. But you have no more right to ex-

pect Sunday-school experts to do the work of Sunday-school teach-

er-training than pastors have a right to expect that evangelists

will do their work in the church ; so I am here tonight to say that
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the pastor is the responsible man before God for the training of

his own Sunday-school teachers. I do not think that a pastor should

be a teacher of a l^>ible class. I think that a man who preaches two
sermons on Sunday should have a little rest between those services

in order to do greater justice to the evening sermon, but I want to

say that every pastor should be a teacher of his teachers. Why?
Because unless he is he does not know what the teachers are teach-

ing his young people. Remember, they are his young people and

he therefore ought to know what is being taught to the boys and
girls of his congregation. There are godly pastors and good preach-

ers who say, "I am not competent." Friend, it is wonderful what
you can do if you set your mind upon it ; and I say now that we must
go back of the present pastors of the churches to the theological

seminaries of North America and do something for the young men
who are studying for the ministry, so that they shall not plead in-

competence when they come to be pastors of particular churches.

Trained by whom ? Preeminently by the pastor.

There should be another ideal : there should be "a solemn league

and covenant between the teachers and parents in relation to the

salvation of the scholars, on the one hand, and the children of the

home on the other." It is a very trite thing for me to say that

parents should know something about those who teach their chil-

dren, something as to their character and something as to their

qualifications to teach ; and it is perhaps no less trite for me to say

that teachers should know something of the home and environ-

ment of the members of their Sunday-school classes. Let me illus-

trate ! Here is a teacher, and she calls upon the mother of a boy
or of a girl, and she says to that mother, "T thought I would like to

have a chat with you about Mary or about Henry who is in my
class," and the mother grasps the thought that this young lady is

deeply anxious about the welfare of her child, and so a covenant

is made, a covenant of prayer, a covenant of faith, a covenant

of helpfulness, and, in efifect, without saying it in so many words,

that mother says. ''I will do everything in my power on Monday.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday to help you

on Sunday to win my boy or my girl for Christ." So there comes
to be this league and covenant. I am not advocating a fancy. My
own daughters in the school of the church to which we belong are

doing that very thing, and one and another and another has been

converted to God and introduced into the membership of the church.

T have another ideal that will not blossom out into fruitage as

early as some others : "All money required by the school furnished

by the church." Somebody says to me, "Don't you want the schol-

ars and teachers to give?" Yes. for unselfish jiurposes. for mis-

sions and for education, the educational institutions of your church,

whatever church you may belong to ; but the money needed for

libraries and the money needed for general equipment should be

supplied by the church.

Another ideal : "All the scholars attending public worship."
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Let all the people say. Amen ! I heard Bishop \ incent, who is

one of the greatest Sunday-school experts in the world today, say

this : "If children can attend only one service, let them attend the

church service." But the dear mother says, "It is too long for the

children after the Sunday-school to go into church." Very well,

bring up your chidren as non-attenders upon the worship of God
in the sanctuary, and after a while they will leave the Sunday-
school and there will be no love for the house of the Lord. It is a

most important thing that they should be brought up to love the

sanctuary. You say they do not understand ; do you always under-

stand every sermon ? Is there not something in song and in prayer

and in the recognition of God in public \yorship that will help to

mould the character of the boys and girls of this North American
Continent? Therefore, one of the ideals should be that all the

scholars should attend the public worship of God.
Another ideal : "All Sunday-school superintendents, all officers,

all teachers and all scholars, total abstainers and ready to work for

the prohibition of the liquor traffic." The Sunday-school today is

the greatest temperance organization on the face of the earth. There
are a few superintendents and a few officers and teachers who in-

dulge in alcoholic drink. I want the ideal to prevail of all on the

side of total abstinence and the prohibition of that sum of all villa-

nies, the liquor traffic.

Another ideal is : "All scholars for Christ and the church." I

like the motto of the Christian Endeavor Society, "For Christ and
the Church." I like this ideal of all the scholars for Christ and
the church,—'not simply that lovely little girl in your class and that

best boy, but the worst girl and the worst boy in your class because

they are all loved by Christ and have been redeemed by the blessed

Savior's atoning work ; and the Spirit of God at one time or another

shall touch them for Jesus. My dear friends, I think of the Gospel

of Jesus in the Revelation of St. John the Divine, in the last chapter,

the last book of the Bible,—Revelation 22:17: "And the Spirit

and the bride say. Come. And let him that heareth say. Come. And
let him that is athirst come." "And now I am not counted in there

;

I have no desire that could be adequately expressed by so strong

a term as 'athirst.'
"—why don't you wait until you hear the latter

part? "And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely."

Why, that "whosoever" is like a great peal of mercy, ringing the

offer of salvation to those of every kindred and tribe. I do not

wonder that Richard Baxter said, "I would rather have that 'who-

soever' there than to have my name written in its stead because there

might be another Richard Baxter, but I know that 'whosoever'

means me." And, therefore, all the children, all the scholars for

Christ and the church.

"Bring them in," was sung.

Rev. Dr. Gilliland, pastor of the Christian Church, Clinton,

closed the session with prayer.
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THIRD DAY—MORNING SESSION.

The early meeting at six o'clock was led by A. T. Arnold. Mr.

Engle presided over the Workers' Conference, from eight to nine

o'clock, the first topic under consideration being

THE HOW OF TEACHER-TRAINING WORK.
PRESIDENT MOSER.

I am to deal with methods. In my own work. I find that to

know how to do a thing is of great advantage to me. I remember
five or six years ago. when I undertook to paper a room.—I pre-

sume others who are not professionals have attempted it. I had
a hard time of it. The paper seemed to crawl around my head all

the time while I was trying to put it on the ceiling. I had a

tremendous ambition to do the job. I needed the right method.

A few years later I undertook to paper the same room, having re-

ceived instructions as to the how. and I did that job ever so much
better and with greater ease. There is where the how belongs, to

know how to do a thing.

I divide my subject into four divisions: First, The how of get-

ting started; Second, The how of the session; Third. The how of

maintaining interest ; Fourth, The how of completion. T can only

give you a few suggestions under each one of these heads. First,

I take it for granted that we believe in teacher-training work. I

take it for granted that every pastor believes that the teachers of

the church ought to be trained for their work. I like to put it in

this way, for I feel that not until the pastors come to the realiza-

tion that the teachers should be trained will they think seriously

about this question. The way to get started is to have at least one
person in the community who thoroughly believes in teacher-train-

ing. If you can find one individual, whether in country or town,

that thoroughly believes deep down in the heart that these who are

now teachers, and these young men and women who are not now
teachers, ought to be trained, I believe you will have a teacher-

training class in that community or town. I have never seen any-

thing fall short of completion when there was somebody to back
the thing that believed in it. I used to be a book agent

;
you would

not believe it hardly ; yet it was a step towards becoming president

of the Illinois Sunday-school Association. I don't want you to

become book agents thinking you are going to be president ; I did

not think of it at the time. I was in college and working my way
through ; and now when a book agent comes to my door 'I never
turn him away. I was turned away a number of times. Good
sisters, give him a hearing whether you buy a book or not. Rut
the book I could talk and sell was the book I believed in. I could

not make anybody else believe anything about the book unless I

believed it myself. As a book agent, tlie reason T was successful

was because I believed in the book. You and I as Christian workers
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will never be able to do very much for God and humanity in the

cause that we represent, until we thoroughly believe in these things.

Having somebody who believes in it thoroughly, the thing for that

man to do is to have somebody else believe the way he believes,

and then he has one added to the number that will constitute the

teacher-training class. It was my privilege to graduate four or

five classes. This is the way I did as a pastor : on Sunday evening
instead of preaching a regular sermon, I would take one of these

beautiful lessons which Dr. Hamill has written, and I would teach

it to that whole congregation. I took at one time the lesson pre-

pared by Dr. Hamill on the life of Christ and taught that to my
congregation, and the next step was to call a mass-meeting of my
church. I verily believe the reason why a great many church mem-
bers do not think more of our Sunday-school work is because

we do not bring the Sunday-school work into the public congrega-
tion. I believe in bringing these things before the people of the

church and congregation, and I spoke of it from the pulpit. So
I would call a mass-meeting. You know it is a massive thing and
there ought to be a mass-meeting to look after the interests that

are massive, and so I would just make everybody believe in it

because I myself believed that it was a great thing to have a teacher-

training class. I would call a mass-meeting and lay the matter

before the people. After the talk I would say, "We will all come
together next Wednesday evening and talk about the matter."

In this way you will get the whole church interested. Not only

must it be a matter for the pastor, but for the whole church. We
need to get the church back of these things. The next step in the

process would be an organization ; have your president, secretary,

committee on membership, etc. The other day I heard about a

Sunday-school class that had been organized in this way : two
committees had been appointed in the class, the one was foreign

missionary committee and the other home missionary committee.

It was the business of the home committee to look after absentees,

and of the foreign missionary committee to look after new mem-
bers ; and I do not know but it would be a fine thing to have those

two committees in a training class. Have all the officers you can

in a teacher-training class and if )'OU can give an office to every

member so much the better.

2. The How of the Session: First, devotional exercises con-

ducted by the president ; second, roll-call by the secretary, response

by the members ; the next in order would be, communications read,

—I think the secretary of such a class ought to be in communica-
tion with other classes, with the secretary of the State department

and with clergymen in other towns who are interested in the same
kind of work ; if there is any business that ought to be transacted,

do it then. Then comes the lesson, the main feature, and the

power behind the throne of the teacher-training work is the teacher.

3; The How of Maintaining Interest. This is the great question.

The teacher will have to draw upon his own resources mainly
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aloiiiX this line. The teacher's personaHty. the teacher's tact, th-;

teacher's efficiency will all come into use here. Then there is the

social function of the class. I think it is, a fine thing to have some

member of the church once in awhile entertain the class, have a

banquet, come together for the purpose of exchanging thought and

plans ; have a good time together ; have some member of the church

invite the class to his home and have a good social evening. We
must not forget that we can do a great deal to maintain interest in

our class along the social line. I used all kinds of contrivances that

were legitimate and right to maintain the interest of the class. I

used the sand-board, the maps and charts, some of my own make,

and I created a little rivalry in the class by dividing it into two

sections.

4. The How of Completion. I would have as elaborate gradua-

tion exercises as any public or high school when we come to the

final wind-up of the course. I would invite the superintendent of

the schools, if I were in a city ; I would invite the president of the

college, if one were located in the town ; I would invite some one

representing the State Association, or some one of the executive

committee, to come and to be present at the graudating exercises.

I would give a prominent place to my graduates, and I would invite

the people of the city to come to the graduating exercises of my
class. In that way the matter would be brought before the people.

I believe in advertising a good thing, bringing it to the minds of

the people and letting them come and see what we are doing and

trying to do.

A Delegate: Could that be done in a city with a number of

different churches, or would it be confined to one church?

Pres. Moser : There are some reasons for confining it to one

church ; and. again, there are reasons for having a number of

churches in it. You have to be governed by the existing conditions.

In Springfield they have a union teacher-training class, in which

all the churches of that city are interested. Sometimes it is the

wisest thing to do, and again not, because some churches feel that

they are strong enough to look after the teacher-training work
themselves. If there should exist a number of classes in the city,

it would be a splendid thing to have them come together occasion-

ally in a union meeting.

THE HOW OF OUR TEMPERANCE WORK.
MRS. ZILLAH FOSTER STEVENS.

First a definition of the temperance department : It is "Temper-
ance work done in the Sunday-school according to a plan." We
have been doing it hit and miss, and it is not so effectual as if done

according to a plan.

Mr. Jacobs asks me to confine this to the work of county and

township secretaries, so it is to be assumed that our county or town-

ship has put in a temperance secretary and that he wants to do

temperance work according to a plan.
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First of all, what can you do? Four things: The county
secretary should get into communication with every school in the

county. Then plan for definite lines of work. First, the definite

teaching of the quarterly temperance lesson. I think the most
important part of temperance work is that the temperance lesson

shall be handled by the teacher before the scholars in a proper way.
That means preparation and information, and to get information
you have to study the subject. Then let your teaching lead up to

pledge signing. Professor Hamill says, *T would urge to the

utmost the importance of pledge signing in the Sunday-school."
We have our State pledge ; we have a copy hanging on the wall

;

you can get it from Mr. Jacobs for seventy-five cents. Illinois

moves fast. Two years ago we had the declaration of independ-
ence pledge against the liquor habit and traffic,—do not forget the

traffic part of it either. This year we have on the back of the

same card another pledge against the use of cigarettes. You know
how our boys are losing bodies, minds and souls through the use
of cigarettes. This pledge starts out with two texts from the Bible,

"The glory of young men is their strength,"—the use of cigarettes

takes away all the strength boys have. "Keep thyself pure,"

—

the use of cigarettes makes people impure. Don't think it means
just girls. It was written by a man, Paul, and it was sent to a

young man, Timothy. So keep thyself pure, and a pure boy is just

as pleasing in the sight of God as a pure girl. Then comes, "In
the cause of freedom,"—we all love freedom from enslaving habits—"and for the sake of strength and purity of character, I pledge

myself to abstain from the use of cigarettes and to do all I can to

end the cigarette habit among others."

2. The county secretary should let the superintendents and pas-

tors know that she has a supply of pledges and a supply of litera-

ture and a supply of helps ; then require your schools to keep a

record of the pledges signed. The temperance secretary in every

school should have a blank book in which to keep the names of

the pledge signers, and report them to the county or township
secretary of temperance, to be forwarded to the state secretary.

To back up the anti-cigarette work, appoint an anti-cigarette day.

That is another move on the part of Illinois. From this time on we
will have an annual anti-cigarette day which will probably be a
second temperance Sunday in the year, and will come somewhere
in June ;

you will hear more about that later—only do not forget.

If you want results from an anti-cigarette day, do you know how to

get them? Do you know the secret of getting results in anything?

Good results come from a good ready, and they do not come from
anything else. If you want good results in the anti-cigarette

work, get a good ready. Teach the quarterly temperance lesson

;

lead up to pledge signing for total abstinence and the destruction

of the liquor traffic : then the anti-cigarette day ; and now, fourth,

the patriotic observance of the world's temperance Sunday.

3. The county secretary should send a plan for world's temper-
9
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ance Sunday to every school in her county. May be you will think

it a whole lot of work. Don't try to do it all at once but do all you

can, and anyhow send a plan of the work printed by the state office

to every school in your county. What will they do with it? They
will probably forget all about it unless you send with it a personal

letter,—a personal letter will count for ten times as much as any

sort of printed matter. So the county secretary will send a personal

letter and will direct it to the point of power, and very often he is

the pastor; sometimes he is the superintendent. Sometimes the

power has gone out of the pastor and out of the superintendent,

but always there is somebody who will be the point of power for

the temperance work ; send the plan and the personal letter to that

one.

What is the reason we do not have better work on quarterly

temperance Sundays? Some say, "I forgot there was going to be

a quarterly temperance Sunday," so about three or four weeks

before, send a postal card reminder, "Temperance Sunday is com-
ing! get a good ready." Something else the county secretary can

do, or if not perhaps somebody will do it for her,—personal visits

to the different schools. In Fulton county, where they have had

a work of this kind for a little over a year, there is a modest little

woman in charge, and she has sent out a plan of work to all the

schools, and personal letters and postal reminders ; she could not

make very many personal visits but she got others to do what they

could, and the state Field Workers have promised to help us.

4. Another important thing is to give it platform presentation.

Every county in Illinois had a convention last year, I do not know
how many townships. Get the temperance topic up for discussion

at those conventions : then work up to pledge signing, to definite

decision. George Eliot says, "Character is the result of repeated

choices," and a recorded choice is worth ever so much more than

a choice that is not recorded. Then you want some printed matter,

and that the state will help you in selecting. I have not much time

to tell about Fulton county. It has twenty schools that have put

in the temperance department. I asked !\Irs. Ouillin what one

thing she did that brought the best results ; she .said it was a postal

card sent out, saying in big letters, "Is your school earnestly im-

pressing undying hostility to the liquor traffic in all its phases?"

It went to pastors, superintendents and teachers, and they asked

themselves the question. Some found that their schools never had

done anything about it. Then they were reminded of this part of

our state work : and if Illinois is anything. Illinois is loyal to the

plans sent out from the state office, and that reminder inspired

the loyalty of those schools, and they had results, temperance meet-

ings, pledge signing. The county secretary ought to be in com-

munication with the home department secretary. On temperance

Sunday let your home department secretary have a supply of

pledges and literature, and when the messenger boys or the visitors

take a quarterly to the homes send a pledge card and a selected
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leaflet. I am not a Presbyterian, but I hope I have the perseverance

of the saints, and I want to say that the, best Hterature I know of

is issued by the Presbyterian Board of Pubhcation, and the next
best is from the Methodists, and I am not a Alethodist either.

Another thing, let the county secretary on temperance keep in

touch with the primary classes because the place to begin temper-
ance work is in the primary classes, not pledge signing so much
in the primary class but pledge learning. On the walls of the

primary class I would have that little pledge printed in the state

leaflet. It has sound temperance truth in it:

"God gave me this good body,

To grow both strong and tall

—

Tobacco helps to spoil it

And so does alcohol

;

Into my mouth they shall not go,

When tempted I will answer^ No."

If the children cannot read it they can learn it. and they know what
this means, "when tempted I will answer. No."

County secretaries, by sending out plans of the work and pledge
cards and printed matter, and postal card reminders and by per-

sonal visits and platform presentation, can get a good working tem-
perance department into every school in their county.

THE HOW OF THE HOME DEPARTMENT.
C. E. SCHENCK.

After my appointment in December as secretary of the Home
Department I began a correspondence with workers in every section

of the state. Early in January I sent a letter of greeting and sug-

gestion to every Home Department superintendent in Illinois, and
in counties where no Home Department superintendent had been

chosen, I wrote to county officers or other workers.

Practically all replied in the most kindly and interested way,
giving great encouragement to me, and large reason to hope for the

future of the work. A great many requested folders and leaflets

for distribution and to use in correspondence. I wrote personally

in reply to every letter received, doing my best to answer questions,

to cheer and encourage. 3,000 copies of the leaflet. "How to

organize a Home Department and How to Keep it Going." have
been printed and circulated. The bills for postage and printing

have been considerable.

I wish it were possible to read to the convention some of the

letters received from county superintendents. Some of the letters

tell of the slowness of leaders to take hold of the work, others of

the indifiference manifested, others of the seeming small results of

a great deal of work, yet all, without exception showing the great-

est faith in the work, and the positive belief that this is one of

God's own plans for extending His Kingdom.
Many county officers have reported new departments organized
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since January ist. It would be unfair to give the list here, be-

cause it is necessarily incomplete. We will have to wait for the

reports of this vear's conventions in order to know the total results

accomplished.

I am sure, however, that I will be pardoned for mentioning one

name—that of Mrs. Mary F. Hurst, Home Department Secretary

of Menard county. Many of you know that she is not physically as

able-bodied as some, yet with a determination to succeed which
would not take "No" for an answer, she has organized five new
departments since January. Her work is an illustration of how
county officers can help advance the work.

Cook county, with its more than one thousand schools, is to have

an active Home Department head. April 28, in response to the

urgent request of Mr. C. E. Hauck, I attended the County con-

vention in Chicago, and presented the claims of the department at

the morning session. In the afternoon conference the keenest in-

terest was manifested, and in response to my suggestion, the con-

vention voted to choose a leader for this work.

Now, briefly, as to my main subject : "How can county officers

best advance this work?"
Every county in Illinois should have a live superintendent,

for largest and best results are thereby promoted. Such a super-

intendent should be chosen with great care. If the Home Depart-

ment superintendent has deep convictions as to the value of the

work, and is at all aggressive, the work will grow rapidly—other-

wise it will lag. The county superintendent can do much for

Sunday-school extension. He should be a consecrated Christian

worker, an earnest and intelligent believer in the work, in full

sympathy with Sunday-school work in general. He should have
some executive ability. He should know the work thoroughly.

However, any active Christian who is willing to post himself may
make an excellent Home Department superintendent.

A county superintendent has oversight and direction of the

work in the county. He can greatly advance the work by special-

izing on this one thing. He should be full of the subject and will-

ing and able to talk about it on every suitable occasion.

The county superintendent can advance the work by seeing that

the subject is ably presented at every township convention, and
a capable township superintendent elected annually at the township
convention. The township superintendent should make it his busi-

ness to see that each school in his township has a Home Depart-

ment. He should talk up the subject and help individual schools

to organize.

Of course, the work of a county superintendent is dependent
largely upon the amount of time he can give to the work. Some
are in a position to do considerable personal work in the townships,

while others do practically all their work by correspondence. A
letter to each Sunday-school superintendent in the county, with a

leaflet explaining the work, cannot fail to do much good.
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Seventy counties in Illinois now have Home Department super-

intendents," there are 1,076 departments and 35,972 members, a

gain of 100 departments and over 3,000 members.
It is our earnest purpose to do our best to see that every county

in the state has a live officer who will push this work in the town-
ships and individual schools. We call upon our Field Workers
and county officers to help, by seeing to it, as far as possible, that

competent workers are elected at the county conventions as Home
Department superintendents. Thus the work will rapidly advance,
and the time will ultimately come when every Sunday-school in

Illinois will have a Home Department.

HOW TO MEET OUR DIFFICULT PROBLEMS.
J. H. ENGLE.

I have no words of wisdom to speak ; but it is always interest-

ing to know what our neighbors are doing. I am thinking now
especially of the work in the county. I do not know how your
county committees are constituted, but there are quite a number
of the members of such committees here. There is the president,

secretary, treasurer, department superintendents, and in manv in-

stances other persons are added.

We have found in Kansas that what is everybody's business is

nobody's business ; a man who has business in general is not likely

to accomplish so much as the man who has a particular business

:

therefore we have reduced pretty largely the number of members
on our committees. The president knows his business : so does the

secretary and the treasurer. In some instances we let the depart-

ment superintendents be constituted members of the executive com-
mittee. We have found that to work best because every member
can be held responsible for something. In some counties they have
chosen people who were absent from the convention, who have not

shown much interest, because it was thought best to try to please

them and to keep on the good side of them. We find the covmties

which are getting ahead are the ones in which they select with

great care through a nominating committee a president whose con-

sent shall be personally secured before his name is presented to the

convention. We feel that it is a great responsibility and it means
a great deal of work. How do you keep the ranks full in your
executive committee? We have a few counties left in Kansas in

which one man is the whole thing, and when he dies and goes
to glory, or when he removes from the county, or if. having as-

sumed the great burden of the work, he cannot keep it up very long
for physical reasons and he drops out, the work droops. That the

counties in which the best work is done are the ones in which the

executive committee is greatly magnified, and where, if a man
declines to serve, it is accounted a solemn duty to declare the place

vacant and have somebody elected to take his place and not wait

until the end of the vear. When the executive committee is so
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emphatic in its demands that a man must serve or resign, we are

more Hkely to get results. Usually people who feel they cannot

do the work will be glad enough to resign. What about your de-

partment superintendents? Do you ever elect them without their

consent or in their absence from a convention? There might be

occasionally an excuse for doing this but as a general proposition

it is wrong. Too much depends upon the ofificc.

What do vou expect your department superintendents to do?

Here is a woman chosen to be superintendent of the Home Depart-

ment work. She goes out to the township conventions to advocate

her work; she goes into the denominational gatherings or meets

privately with people who are interested in the Sunday-school,

and she pleads with them to start a Home Department. No one

should be named to superintend the Home Dei)artment work who
has not had actual experience. I think this is a rule from which

there ought to be few departures.

First, do it yourself, and that will put you in a position to

advocate it. If you accept the office from a county organization it

puts vou under moral obligations to come back at the end of the

year and tell 'about it. First, do it; second, advocate it; third,

report it. In reporting it, it is only fair that the person should tell

the truth about what he has done; the organization has a right

to know, and it is not boasting to say "In getting about the county,

inquiring concerning my particular line of work, and in counselling

with people. I have discovered these facts about my dei)artment in

my county ; and in view of the fact that I have been around and

have studied the problem all the year, and have had my hand on

all available literature, there are certain things I would recom-

mend,'' giving a written report. As to the report: First, what I have

done ; second, what I have observed ; and third, what I would

recommend.
Do vou make much of correspondence in your counties in Illi-

nois? if your state office is any sample, I am sure you do in your

counties. There is a county or two in Kansas in which the only

communication during the year coming from the county officer is

the annual call for funds and reports. Of course, we would be

disappointed if they did not give any attention to that call for

statistics and funds; but the county in Kansas that has made it a

rule to seek some pretext to send out a uniform communication

each month to two classes of people is getting good results: one

of them to the superintendents, and the other one to the pastors.

There are things you would like to ask of pastors, their help in

some respect; there is a communication to the secretaries of the

schools;^ and a communication to the teachers. It takes a long

correspondence list, I grant you ; but the county that will consistent-

ly find some appropriate pretext upon which a communication

can be sent to. all classes of workers in the county, each quarter

at all hazards, each month if possible, is the county that will find
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the work easy ; that is the county in which calls will be responded
to for statistics and finance.

We have found it necessary to protect ourselves against the

incompetent program which does not signify anything. It is not
possible for the county organization to tell the township president

what should constitute his program, but we feel that if the executive
committee will take pains to prepare a suggestive or skeleton pro-

gram, many township officers will be glad for it. In one county
in our state a man holding a county paper in his hand edged up
to me and said, "Next Sunday we are going to have our conven-
tion ; read that !" When I came to look over the program I found
a question about the right day of the week to ship cattle ; the real

question at issue was whether it was proper to ship them out Sun-
day night to get them on the Monday morning market. Another
question further down : "Is it proper for a minister of the Gospel
to belong to a secret society?" Don't you think they had a warm
time in that convention? I suppose they were ready for another
in two or three months. Things of that kind can be avoided by
proper cooperation on the part of the county officers. In another

county I found the program was filled up with children speaking
pieces and singing songs. Is it possible that in Illinois they do not

know the difference between a Sunday-school convention and a

Sunday-school picnic? I think it is a gracious thing for a num-
ber to come together and to eat and drink together and have a

good time, but that is not a Sunday-school convention, and we have
had a job to get the people to understand that a convention or an
institute is something to help Sunday-school people to know how
to do better work.

The rest of the things I must leave for some future time when
I may again have the joy of visiting your state convention.

"T need thee every hour," was sung.

LETTER FROM AUNT LIZZIE AIKEN.

W. B. Jacobs : Aunt Lizzie Aiken is the missionary of the

Second Baptist Church, Chicago; she is in her eighty-ninth year.

She assisted in the organization of the Cook County Association

and of the State Sunday School Association. She was one of the

dear friends and companions of my beloved brother and of Moody
and Whittle in this great work. She went out as one of the nurses

to the fields of battle in the Civil War. A source of power has

been back of us over this state—the prayers of God's dear children

who are not with us in this convention. We wonder sometimes at

our blessings, but it is no wonder when we remember the source of

supply and the many prayers that are going up to the throne. As
the prayers go up the blessings of God come down.

Chicago, May 20, 1905.

Dear Fellow Sunday School Workers—1 was delighted in reading your
program. Oh, how many precious memories it brought to mind! Oh, those
years

!
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Such a spiritual interest was manifested in all our Sunday-school work,

and I am so grateful that God let me have my place among you for twenty-

seven years.

I am so glad that you have kept such a history. Oh, may you still con-

tinue it for years to come. And the noble souls that have gone home to

Heaven, leaving a glorious record. They live in memory still.

Although 1 cannot be with yon in person, I shall be with you in spirit,

and continue in prayer for your meeting. I always loved the Sabbath School,

and have been either a scholar, or a teacher, or a missionary, all my life. I

shall cherish the memory of my early training. It encouraged me and taught

me in the religious life as a little girl ; and now it is the sweetest solace of

my old age, as I am in my eighty-ninth year. May God help our Sunday-
school teachers to be so imbued with the Spirit that power may be given

them from on High that they may be able to win our scholars early, not only

to love their Saviour, but to obey Him. Never were greater opportunities

given to Christians than at the present day to lead the young to Christ, and I

thank God every day with all my infirmities He lets me labor in gathering

them into the fold. Oh, may our teachers study to be approved of God, then

they will truly be workmen of whom He will not be ashamed.
'"Have faith in God." Remember there is nothing He cannot do to help

us. Teach the Word, and follow up your lessons with prayer
; go to the

great Intercessor for help. The outlook to me for the coming year is grand.

"Our God is marching on." My soul is full of hope and trust, and I think

the sweet assurance of His word leads us to rely upon that—and we shall

be strong. Continue to sow the seed and leave the results with God.
God is willing to use the most feeble instruments if we are so inclined,

but we must be willing to study His will and His way. May j'ou all go for-

ward with faith and trust.

I find myself too weary to write any more, but will unceasingly pray for

the Sunday School work.
I rejoice in believing that we have a noble army of young people coming

up that will be faithful the next twenty-five years. May this century be one
of increased, consecrated, active service, is the prayer of your veteran mis-
sionary worker. Aint Lizzie .Aiken,

Missionary Second Baptist Sunday-school.

The convention unanimously directed Mr. Jacobs to send suit-

able response to .\iint Lizzie .\iken.

SUPPLEMEXT.AL REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

Chairman A. IT. Mills read the following:

1. Referring to the resolution offered by Dr. C. C. Miller, your
Committee would report as follows

:

It will be an occasion of thanksgiving to God. and we believe

will mean much for the advancement of His Kingdom when the

Sunday-school shall be wholly supported by the Church as its own
child, and when all the Sunday-school offerings shall be devoted

to objects of benevolence.

2. Your Committee would recommend that you accept the

invitation to hold the Convention of tqo6 in the City of Kanka-
kee.

3. Your Committee desires to express the great appreciation of

every delegate and visitor to the beautiful Citv of Clinton for the

kind. Christian hospitality with which each and all of us have been

received ; for the loving sympathy shown on every hand : to the

various committees for the anticipation of our every need ; to Dr.
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Potts, ]\Ir. Eiigle, Mrs. Bryner, Mrs. Stevens and to our own
Workers for their burning and helpful messages ; to Prof. Excell.

his son, Mr. Alonzo Excell, Mrs. Lewis, Miss Day, who have
inspired us with gospel music ; to the press of the City for its kind

words ; to the railroads for concessions made, and to each and all

who have in any way contributed to the success of this great and
helpful convention.

The first recommendation was adopted.

The second recommendation was moved and seconded, and on

a rising vote it was declared unanimously adopted.

Mrs. R. G. Risser, Secretary of Kankakee County : I thank
the convention, in behalf of my county, for the honor you have
conferred on Kankakee. We were very anxious to have the benefit

of the instruction that the convention brings ; but since we came
here we have been asking each other. "Can we ever entertain it

with the lavish cordiality which Clinton has shown?" We are go-

ing to work, and we shall try to do it, and I believe we can do it.

We hope each one of you will be present.

A. H. Mills : The last recommendation has to do with thank-

ing the good people of Clinton for their kindness to us. We will not

allow any person of Clinton to vote. The delegates and the visitors

are the only ones who can vote. I call for a rising vote on this

acknowledgment.

The adoption of the recommendation referred to was moved
and seconded. The rising vote was unanimously in the affirmative.

and the people of Clinton were given a Chautauqua salute.

"Holy Bible, Book divine," was sung.

BIBLE STUDY.
REV. JOHN POTTS, D.D.

Two years ago I was requested by the International Lesson
Committee to represent that body at the centenary meeting of the

Sunday-school Union at London. England. We had wonderful
gatherings there, and at the last day of the convention we had a

union sacramental service in Spurgeon's tabernacle, and at the close

of it Rev. F. B. Meyer made an address, and he took this text for

that address, "Arise, let us go hence." It seemed to be a very beau-
tiful and appropriate message for those who attended the convention
and who were then starting to their home-work in their own Sun-
day-schools. I have been casting about for a suitable message for

this convention on this last day, and I have found my mind turning

to the words that you will find in the last chapter of the Gospel
according to St. Matthew, where the Master said to His disciples.

"All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth ; go ye there-

fore, and teach." I am not stopping at any particular punctuation
mark there. "AH power, all authority, is given unto me in heaven
and in earth ; go ye therefore, and teach." That passage seems to

convev the idea of the all-power of the risen Christ, and the teach-
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ing mission of His church to the world. The all-power of Jesus

Christ is an unmeasured and an unmeasurable quantity, and the

teaching mission of the church through the Sunday-school is beauti-

fully expressed in the words, "Go ye therefore, and teach." A
young minister once said to the Duke of Wellington, "The diffi-

culties are so many and so great in the way of the conversion of

the world that I have about come to the conclusion that it is im-

possible." The grand old Iron Duke looked the immature parson

in the face, and said, "Young man. you have received your march-

ing orders ; the church is not responsible for success, but it is re-

sponsible for obedience, obedience to its divine Lord and Master."

I need hardly tell you where and when the words of this text

were spoken. They were spoken sometime between the resurrec-

tion and the ascension, and they were spoken upon a mountain in

Galilee. A good deal of importance seems to have been attached

to this meeting on the mountain in Galilee for the angel said to the

women. "Go, tell his disciples that He goeth before you into Gali-

lee." and as the women were returning to the city Christ anticipated

them and told them that He would meet them upon a mountain in

Galilee. Let us try to realize the scene. Gethsemane is past

;

Calvary is past ; the monarch miracle of the Christian system, the

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, has become a historic

fact and standing there upon the vantage ground of his own resur-

rection and looking up into the face of the Father and forward

to the moral destinies of. the world. He says. "All power is given

unto me in heaven and in earth." What does it mean ? Let me say

that there is no geographical limitation to this power. It is all

power in heaven and it is all power in earth. It could not refer

to His own inherent divine power as deity ; that could not have
been given to Him. It is His imperial redemptive saving power,

—

"All power is given unto me." Did you ever think that the Holy
Spirit has to do w'ith this all-power of Jesus Christ? If that blessed

Spirit should come into this meeting this morning and awaken some
soul here to its need of Jesus Christ, it shall be in order that you
may behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world

;

and if the blessed Spirit shall come to you and to me as Christian

workers, begetting within us a larger desire for consecrated and
fruitful service, it shall be that you and I may be able to say, "For
me to live is Christ." All the power of all the agencies of the

church, from the lowliest to the loftiest, all power is given unto

Christ ; and so this morning I want, in a very brief way, to suggest

to you the glorious connection of this all power with the teaching

mission of the church. Mark the logical connection, "All power is

given unto me in heaven and in earth
; go ye therefore"—"go in my

name, go under my authority, go assured of my presence and of my
blessing; go ye therefore, and teach," There is such an institution

in the world as the church. I look around me and I suppose var-

ious sections of the church are recognized in this room, but there is

one famous passage, "The church of the living God. the pillar and
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ground of the truth," and that institution is a divine institution,

divine in its origination, and divine in its appointment, but human in

its constitutional elements. I suppose that is the reason why there

is such a distance between our ideal and our realization ; I suppose

that is the reason why there is such a distance between the prin-

ciples that are wrought out in the sermon on the mount and your
every-day life and mine ; but, yet, after all, the church of the living

God is an institution which is divine in its doctrines. There is not

a doctrine of Christianity earth-born ; — every doctrine is from
above ; and it is divine in its professions. The burden of the preach-

ing from this and from every other desk is God's forgiveness and

peace, proclaimed here and yonder and everywhere as the peace of

God which passeth all understanding; and, then, if the church be

divine in her doctrines and professions, it is preeminently divine in

its Redeemer and Saviour and Lord, who is God over all and blessed

forever, more.
This church of the living God has a great mission. I am not

going to emphasize just now the mission of teaching. I merely
remark that it has a broad mission in this mission of teaching. The
church has a mission of personal testimony to the world, and there

is great power in personal testimony No other institution can bear

the testimony to the world that the church of the living God can

bear. No other institution is required by Christ to bear testimony.

"Whosoever shall confess me before men, him will I confess also

before my Father which is in heaven." Jesus Christ requires prac-

tical testimony, "Let your light so shine,"—not like the light of a

policeman's lantern, but "let your light so shine," so genial and
so attractive, that others "may see your good works and glorify

vour Father which is in heaven." The church has a wonderful

testimony. I listen to the testimony of commerce, and what do I see?

Steamships built and railroads constructed. I listen to the testi-

mony of science and what do I see ? The secrets of nature brought

forth for the multiplying of the comforts of a toiling humanity.

I listen to the testimony of schools, colleges and universities and

what do I see? Higher education. I listen to the testimony of

senates and congresses and what do I see? Civil government,

legislation ; and I want to whisper to you this morning that there

is not a syllable in the testimony of commerce, of science, or of

education, or of legislation that helps to spell out an answer to

the question. What must I do to be saved? It is reserved for the

church of the living God, and for the church of the living God
alone, to bear testimony that shall help men to God and to Christ

and to salvation and to glorious immortality. Christianity is more
dependent upon testimony than it is upon advocacy. What do you

mean? Just turn this church into a court of justice; let the judge

be on the bench and the jurors in the box. I see a plain man step-

ping into the witness box ; he puts a New Testament to his lips, by

whtch I understand that he is swearing that he will tell the truth,

the whole truth and nothing but the truth, as God may help him.
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That man may slaughter the EngHsh language in every sentence,

but before he has uttered five sentences the judge and the jury have
made up their minds that he is an honest man, and they give par

value to every word he utters. Now we begin to see that an ounce
of testimony weighs more than a ton of our official advocacy. But
there is some bright young man or some intelligent young woman
who says, "You are caught both in your argument and in your il-

lustration ; what is the teacher but an advocate of Christianity?

What is the preacher but an advocate of Christianity?" Let me
say that the Sunday-school teacher who is an advocate of Christian-

itl, and an advocate only, does not amount to nuich as a teacher of

the Word of God ; and the preacher who is an advocate of Christian-

ity, and an advocate only, does not amount to much as a preacher of

the Gospel. The glory of the true preacher through the centuries

has been the interblending of his own religious life with the (iospel,

—now with argument, now with exhortatioii, and now witl-^ appeal.

O, there is a wonderful power in testimony. Do you know that

there are people in your neighborhood who have wondered that

you have never spoken to them about religion? Do you know that

there are people in your community whose hearts are aching to hear

somebody speak to them of Christ and pardon and peace and purit\

and immortal hope and of the salvation that is in Christ with eternal

glory ? I remember in one of my pastorates a lady saying to me

:

"T called upon Mrs. So-and-so, again and again,"—and Mrs. So-

and-so was a class-leader,
—

"I called upon her again and again to

give her an opportunity of speaking to me about personal salva-

tion ; and she never embraced the opportunity ;" and there are people

around you at home who wonder that you have never spoken to

them. The church has a mission through the Sunday-school of

])ersonal testimony, and the church today, thank God. has a mission

(if world-wide evangelization. I like that expression, ".Ml power
is given unto me in heaven and in earth ; go ye therefore, and teach

all nations." What would the nations be without the church of

the living God? One vast Sahara without the flower*, and without

the fruits of grace ; but wherever the church of the living God
has gone on her evangelistic mission, there the water of the river

of life has been flowing and the wilderness has been turned into

the very garden of the Lord. My dear friends, what the church

needs today is to climb that mountain in Galilee and hear the Master
say afresh, "All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth

:

go ye, therefore." "But I shall never be in Galilee, and, therefore.

I shall never be able to climb that mountain in Galilee." .Am I

speaking -to a Christian worker today who has not a spot in his

home where he shuts the door, a spot in his home hallowed by the

memory of answered prayer, hallowed by the memory of commun-
ion with God, hallowed by the memory of abundant supplies of

divine grace? That may be your mountain in Galilee, where, if

you have an ear to hear, you may hear the Master say. "All power
is sfiven unto me in heaven and in earth ; go ve therefore."

—

f^o to



Illinois Sunday School Convention. 133

your class, go to your school, go to your prayer meeting, go any-
where and everywhere where you may win a soul for Jesus Christ.

This church of the living God has a mission of teaching and
of education. Its divine Head has said, "All power is given unto
me in heaven and in earth

;
go ye therefore and teach all nations."

I suppose there is no word in the English language more abused
than that word education. I will undertake to select ten men in

this audience, and ask them the meaning of this word "education,"

and nine out of the ten probably, or the entire ten, will think of the

public school, the high school, and the university, and that is the

end of it. Education may embrace all that, but it is a very much
larger thing than all that ; and the church of the living God is in-

terested in all education. The church is interested in physical edu-

cation ; why ? because the church is interested in the health of the

people. The church is interested in moral education ; why ? because

the church is interested in the character of the people. The church
is interested in intellectual education; why? because the church is

interested in the intelligence of the people ; and the church is in-

terested in spiritual education ; why ? because the church is interest-

ed in the salvation of the people. God has a great school system in

this world, and He has many teachers ; but there are only two text-

books. Who are God's teachers? "Parents." Correct. "Sunday
school teachers." True. "Pastors and missionaries." Yes. And
then there is a pause. The teachers in your public schools are God's
teachers ; the masters in the high schools are God's teachers ; the

professors in your universities are God's teachers ; all poets are

God's teachers ; all scientists are God's teachers ; all inventors are

God's teachers,'' all who are doing anything for the uplifting of

humanity have a place in God's great school system. Did I say

there were only two books? One is the Bible, the greatest book in

the world ; and the other is a volume by the same author, concern-
ing which David says in the nineteenth Psalm : "The heavens de-

clare the glory of God, and the firmament sheweth his handy work.
Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto mght sheweth knowl-
edge." O, my dear friends, I am here to impress upon you es-

pecially your great teaching mission. You have been on the mount.
You know it is a marvelous thing that the people who need conven-
tions most are the people who do not come, and the people who
could now and again do without a convention are the people that

value the inspiration and the uplift of a convention like this ; so

after a while the benediction will be pronounced, and in 1906 you
will have, God willing, a convention in the City of Kankakee. Some
of you may not be there. This may be your last year of teaching

for Christ,—O teach for souls ; and, therefore, lay yourselves this

morning on the altar of consecration, and by living, vital faith

connect yourselves with the all power of the risen Christ. Recognize
the inspired logic of the passage I have chosen this morning, "All

power is given unto me in heaven and in earth
;
go ye therefore,"

and what has been discouraging shall be encouraging, and your re-
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ward shall be not only yonder, but it shall be here Sunday after

Sunday from your Master and your Lord.
Prfs. Moser : The rest of the morning session will be in the

hands of the Teacher-Training Department.

TEACHER-TRAINING DEPARTMENT,
Class of 1905.

fifteenth annual graduating exercises.

The class officers took seats on the platform, and printed pro-

grams were distributed.

The greeting in song was led by Prof. Excell ; "Will there be
any stars in my crown?"

The responsive reading was led by Mrs., Mary Foster Bryner.
the Class President.

Prayer was offered by Rev. Samuel Charles Black, pastor of
the Presbyterian Church. Clinton.

REPORT OF CLASS SECRETARY.
MISS NONIE ELLIS

''Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might" is

the motto for the graduating class of 1905, and was chosen not so

much as an admonition as a word of commendation, because the

Secretary of our Teacher-Training Department feels that the stu-

dents of this year's class have carried out its precepts. She reports

that never has a class made better grades nor papers shown more
thorough study than those for the year just closing, and that though
somewhat smaller in numbers than last year's class, we of 1905
may justly be proud of our record.

The class of IQ05 feels highly honored in having for our presi-

dent Mrs. Mary Foster Rryner of national and international repute,

who is one of the full course graduates of the year.

Our class numbers 476, of which 86 are full course graduates.

Of these Cook county naturally furnishes the largest number. Their
work is mainly carried on 'in union classes and a large number can
be reached by one teacher. Outside of Cook. Du Page, the home
county of our Teacher-Training Secretary, furnishes the largest

class. 24 in number, while Edgar comes next with a class of 21,

made up mainly of eighth grade pupils under Prof. Shellenberger.

Mention has been made at this convention of an advanced
course. Let me urge this thought upon you. fellow class-

mates, that the work we have done the past year is but a begin-
ning—a foundation upon which to build ; and as we take our places

in the ranks of the alumni let it not mean that we cease active con-
nection with our State Teacher-Training Department, but that we
have become a part of it—one of its main supports; and let us take

up the advanced work for ourselves and help to push it in our
counties with all our might.
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The Class President : I present to you the Teacher-Training'

Secretary of Illinois, Mrs. A. E. Northrop. Some of you have not

yet begun the work, and I ask you to open up a correspondence

with her as soon as you get home ; send her ten or fifteen or twenty
names ; she will answer the correspondence promptly and enroll

you and be glad to correct the examination papers when you send

them in.

Mrs. Northrop arose and was received by the convention with

every mark of cordiality and esteem.

Prof. Excell : Mrs. McAnally of Carbondale will sing a solo

for us and we will all join in the refrain, "Tell me the old, old

story."

This selection was admirably sung, and was greatly enjoyed.

ADDRESS TO GRADUATES.
rev. JOHN POTTS, D.D.

I presume that this is the crowning event of this convention

for 1905. As the years go by, not only in this banner state but in

all the states of the Union and in all the provinces of my own Do-
minion, this shall be an event looked forward to and greatly en-

joyed.

There are two words, one of advantage and the other of peril,

that ought to be spoken at this time to the graduates. You are to be
in your respective localities leaders. I would not advise you to

remind those that have not taken the course that you are graduates

;

let them find that out ; but you ought to be leaders in your locali-

ties, and you will be recognized as such, if you bear your honors
modestly. You ought to start a work along the line of teacher-

training in connection with your own school, or the township or

county organization that you may be connected with. The advan-
tages of the course you have taken can hardly be overestimated

;

but there are perils in connection with your position today. If you
are like some men I have known, who passed through college in

view of the ministry and received their bachelor's degree, and
were as big when born as ever afterwards, then there is peril for

you. I know men who are no larger today than when they were
graduated. Unless you regard yourselves as at the beginning of

greater things, there is peril for you. You are now prepared to do
better work than you have ever done, but you can only do it by
being faithful to the laws that govern success, both intellectual and
spiritual. I was impressed with your motto, "Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with thy might." I would never think of going
to the Book of Ecclesiastes to direct a sinner to Christ, but there

are gems of literature and wonderful precepts in that book, and
the precept of your class for this year is one of the best in the entire

book, "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might."

What does that mean? Why didn't the writer say, "Whatsoever
thy brain findeth to do" or "thy will findeth to do, do it with thy
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might"? What does that mean, "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to

do"? What docs the hand of a patient find to do but to observe

the prescription of the physician? What does the hand of the

soldier find to do but what his officer commands? What does the

hand of the student find to do but what his teacher or professor

directs? What does the hand of the loyal citizen find to do but to

obey the laws of the land in which he lives and the government
under which he lives as a subject? So "whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with thy might." After all, my dear friends, the

do it with thy might is largely the secret of success. You may not

have more brains than your neighbors that have taken no special

course, but if you "do it with your might" you will accomplish

more than many who are better equipped intellectually than you
have been. So there are two or three things I may venture to say

to you today. A Sunday-school teacher does not happen to be a

success, and there are social conditions that aflfect the success of

every Sunday-school worker. You ought to know your scholars

;

vou ought to know them as to their home environment
;
you ought

to know them as to the difficulties that lie in their w-ay of doing

the work at home that you expect them to do for next Sunday, and
you ought to be extremely tactful. With a scholar who is a young
man or a boy you need to deal with great tactfulness

;
you want to

be his friend and in a position to guide him and restrain him, and

if you are tactful you may accomplish wonders with that boy. Deal

with him so he will come to you for advice about his reading,

habits and work. Be so thoroughly in sympathy with him that he

will write you a letter now and again, and you will do well if you
write a letter to him. Invite him to a cup of tea, and talk over mat-

ters with him socially. Do not "talk shoj)" when you invite him
to tea—find other opportunities of dealing with him along the line

of Biblical studies and along the line of preparation.

There are intellectual conditions that spell success. Be faithful

in preparation. "But why should I be bothered with preparation?

I am a graduate ; I have a certificate, it is framed and it hangs up
in my room ; why in the world should I not call forth on a moment's
notice the contents of my great mind?" Xo. that will not do. If a

preacher should proceed along that line, the officers of his church

would begin to think that there is some advantage in an itinerancy.

If you are going to succeed, you must be faithful in preparation.

"When should I begin my preparation?" You should be at it every

day ;
you should give direction to your reading and observation in

order to strengthen you and fit you better to meet the class next

Sunday. "When should I begin ?" Immediately after the last Sun-

day's session. I am a great friend of the Sunday-school helps,

whether they be textual h^lps or helps of exposition and illustration,

but every intelligent teacher should make his own plan. You will

do better with David's stones and sling than with Goliath's prepara-

tion to confront the armies of Israel. That man or woman does

wisely who says good-bye for the time being to all lesson helps and
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takes the text of the English Bible, having not only the authorized
but the- revised version of the Scriptures, which present the richest

and ripest scholarship of the nineteenth century. Look it over and
think it over, saying to yourself, "I am to teach next Sunday ; how
shall I present the great and central truth of this lesson, and how
shall I incidentally illustrate my various points?" Lay out your
plan on Sunday for next Sunday, and let it simmer in your mind.
There may be geographical or historical illustrations for which you
will need to refer to commentaries and to helps, but first of all be
yourself ; teach your own lesson, and secure what help you may
need before the next Sunday. Not only be faithful in preparation,
but, in the line of your class motto, "Whatsoever thy hand findeth

to do, do it with thy might." When you come to present the lesson,

present it with enthusiasm. There is nothing more afifecting than
enthusiasm, nothing that will more influence boys and girls, and
when they talk about the lesson they will say, "My, wasn't he full

of the lesson today ! He must have given wonderful study to that,

he seemed to know everything about it ; we could not ask a question
but he was prepared to answer." So be not only faithful in your
home preparation for the work, but be enthusiastic in the presenta-
tion of it. I know a man who. when he selects a text, takes it as the
greatest text in the Bible, He looks at it ; he thinks of it ; he sleeps

with it; he preaches it, and it becomes part of himself; then when
the work is done that text is passed aside and another is taken up

:

and this is one of the secrets of success in teaching as well as in

preaching.

There are spiritual conditions. The great aim of the teacher is

not to expound the lesson ; the great aim of the teacher is not to

illustrate the lesson : the great aim of the teacher is to have the

objective point of Sunday-school work in hand—the salvation of the

scholar. What is your exposition of the lesson and what is your
illustration of the lesson if you do not win the scholars to see a

beauty in Jesus Christ that they never saw before? And you can
only do that by having before you the main object of teaching.

They say all roads lead to Rome, and all lessons, even of the

uniform scheme of lessons, lead to Christ. My dear friends, there

is no lesson from January to December of which this is not true.

]\Irs. Crafts said to me one day, "I find no difficulty in teaching to

the primary class the lessons which your committee selects." I say,

therefore, that even if you have to go in a little roundabout way.
bring your scholars to Christ before the bell of the superintendent

tinkles with music that gladdens the heart of the teacher who is

unprepared to teach. One of the greatest preachers in the English-
speaking world was Joseph Parker, pastor of the City Temple.
London—•! knew him well—and of late years, no matter what his

text was, he never closed the sermon without uplifting Christ in the

midst of that great congregation, not only on Sunday but at twelve
o'clock every Thursday in the year ; and what the preacher did in

London every teacher in Illinois should do—lift up the cross, point

10
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to the atoning Savior, and say, "Behold the Lamb of God that taketh

away the sin of the world."

I have a word not only for the graduates, but for those who are

not graduates. I am glad to find that Mrs. Bryner is a graduate.

I hope she will worthily represent the certificate that has been given

her. You people of Illinois are not the only people who claim Mrs.

Bryner and Marion Lawrance and Brother Pearce. We yonder in

the frozen regions of Canada, in the arctic regions of Canada, claim

these great international workers. Away back in 1878 at Atlanta,

Georgia, I invited the next convention to meet in the city of Toronto,

and said I, "Be sure that you bring your winter wraps with you,"

and when the spring of that year came I had a letter from a lady in

the South asking me what she should wear ! You know there is no
more beautiful climate in the world than our climate in the summer,
and when you come to Toronto the last week of June of this year

you will be delighted. You will be delighted with the royal Cana-
dian welcome that will be accorded you, and you will be delighted

.

with our city of Toronto. A good minister of the Methodist church

says, "The Methodist preachers like to go to heaven by the way of

Toronto." I have no doubt you have such cities in the United

States, and some of the dear brethren would sacrifice themselves

to go to heaven along the line of Chicago or New York or some
other point. I am very glad to be with you today. A man was
asked once. "Are you afraid to die?" "No," said he. "T am not

afraid to die, but I am ashamed to die because I have done so little."

I am not afraid, but I am ashamed to speak at this convention so

often; I really have been ashamed as I have been called from time

to time by my friend Mr. Jacobs ; it seems to me he just set out to

put everything on me that he could ; but then, you know. I could

not refuse him anything.

Success to the graduates ; success to these who are not graduates,

but who are determining this morning that they will not be among
the barbarians. At Chautauqua none but graduates are permitted

to go through a certain gate, and all outside are barbarians. I

think if I were in Illinois I would resolve today to be a graduate

;

and you, good people, who have not made that resolution, make
it now, and the blessing of God shall be with you.

"Holy Bible, book divine," was sung.

GREETING TO THE CLASS OF 1905.

A. H. mills.

The Executive Committee, to whom was referred a report of

the Teacher-training Department, suggest that at this time it would

be very appropriate to present to you, and through you to the

Sunday-school workers of this state, its recommendation in refer-

ence to this advanced course to which your attention has been called

:

REPORT OF TEACHER TRAINING COMMITTEE.
The work of the past year has been conducted on the same general

plan as heretofore, by correspondence on the part of our Secretary. Mrs.
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Northrop, and by efforts of our Field Workers in institutes and other meet-

ings, and by the distribution of leaflets and literature.

At the State Convention of 1904 a special committee of five persons

was appointed to take general charge of the Teacher-Training Work. Their
newness to the work and the difficulty of getting them together for con-

ference have made it difficult for this committee to accomplish anything very

marked, but the members have given much thought and correspondence to

the work and the committee is now ready to recommend a few practical

plans for the Teacher-Training Work in our State.

In addition to the Elementary Course already established we recommend
an Advanced Course covering four general subjects, as follows:

1. The Bible.—Introduction to the Old and New Testaments ; Biblical

Geography; Biblical History; Biblical Doctrine.

Text Recommended : Hazard and Fowler's Books of the Bible.

2. General Church History.—
Text Recommended : Cowan's Church History.

3. Pedagogy and Child Study.—
Texts Recommended: (a) Murray's From One to Twenty-one; (b)

Brumbaugh's Book on Pedagogy.
4. The Sunday School.—Its Histor}', Organization and Management.
Text Recommended : Boynton's Model Sundaynschool.
The above course is based on the standard established by the Inter-

national Sunday-school Association and is approved and recommended by
Mr. W. C. Pearce, International Teacher-Training Secretary.

Your committee believes that it is much better to study one book care-

fully and systematically than to hurriedly skim through a number of books;
and, therefore, suggests that four years be given to this course, a year to

each of the four general subjects; although under favorable conditions

the work may be done in less time, and this suggestion as to time is not

obligatory. The only requirement is that the work be well done.

Also that there may l3e as much unity as possible in the study through-

out the State your committee suggests that all persons taking this work
as a four year course observe the following order of study by years :

1. Dul-ing the coming year, from June, 1905 to June, 1906. study the

first general subject. The Bible.

2. During the year beginning June i, 1906, study the second general
subject, General Church History.

^

3. During the year 1907-1908, study the third general subject. Peda-
gogy and Child Sfttdy.

4. During the year 1908-1909, study the fourth general subject. The
Sunday School.

By this arrangement classes organized in 1906 should begin with the

second general subject instead of the first, and continue through general
subjects three and four during the years named above before studying the

first general subject.

By this plan all classes, whether organized this year, next year or later,

will pursue the same general subject during the same year.

Your committee recommends that a certificate be issued to each per-

son completing either of the general topics and passing a satisfactory ex-
amination in the same, and that a diploma be awarded upon the completion
of the four general subjects.

If the course and plan here suggested is adopted and recommended
•by the State Execirtive Committee, further particulars as to where to se-

cure the books recommended, plan of examinations, granting of certificates

and other particulars will be given later in a circular to be issued by the
secretary of this committee and through the columns of The Trumpet Call.

This report was submitted to the State Executive Committee and adopted
by that body May 24, 1905.

Class of 190J, I want to emphasize every word Dr. Potts has

said. I believe his words with all my heart. Some of you are already
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experienced and expert workmen who need not to be ashamed
;
yet

you have honored yourselves and IlHnois and the Teacher-training

Department, and emphasized its importance as no words of yours

could do, bv simply taking this course, passing the examination and

receiving the diplomas. You are to be experts in teacher-training,

just the same as experts in other places. It is the expert farmer

that grows two spears of grass where one grew before, and the

expert florist who grows two blossoms where one grew before ; it

is the practical and expert horticulturist who gives his time and

attention to these things, so as to increase the practical results from

his labor. So it will be your duty to teach the Word of God in such

a wav that two virtues shall shine out in the boy life and in the girl

life of Illinois where only one exists today. A little child sat on the

mother's knee, looking out of the western window at a golden sun-

set ; the little one looked up into the mother's face as she looked

out and saw the clouds colored by the setting sun. She said,

"Mamma, will Jesus let me help him paint the clouds when he takes

me home?" The mother drew the child closer to her bosom, and
said. "I hope so. darling." Graduates of 1905. you have a greater

work to do than painting the clouds. The clouds shift with the

changing breeze. It is your duty to take the colors Jesus Christ

shall mix, and paint His image upon the soul life of the boyhood

and girlhood of Illinois. God grant that you shall let Him mix the

colors and direct the hand, and if you do. who can tell the wonderful

results of the years that lie before the class of 1905?

RESPONSE OF CLASS PRESIDENT.
MRS. MARY FOSTER BRYNER.

We wish to express our thanks to the State Association that

has made it possible for so many to receive this course, and which

has provided the diplomas for the graduates ; to Dr. Hamill. who
for so many years went about in this state and put the teacher-

training work on such a firm basis ; to Mr. Pearce. who though not

with us today is thinking of this hour and thinking of this gathering

;

to the faithful teachers who have gathered these classes together

in various cities and villages and have carried on this work during

the vear ; to the Teacher-training Secretary, who so patiently has

conducted her part of the work ; and to those of you in the audience

who have shared with us in this service today ; and we would say to

anv present who have not yet taken up this work. Go thou and do

likewise.

The benediction was pronounced by Rev. S. C. Black.
^



Illinois Sunday School Convention. 141

THIRD DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY.
MRS. H. L. hill.

Said the Roman Catholic priest, "Give me the child during his

first seven years and I care not who has him later." For more than
seven years this child of the State Sunday School Association has

been under the faithful, loving watch care of one of the most skill-

ful and conscientious primary specialists in the world. Those of us

who accept the truth expressed in the statement of the Catholic

priest, would not expect any marked change in the character of the

State Primary Department during the past year, although it has

passed through a crisis in changes both in the form of organization

and in the person of Secretary. I am sure that every one who has
been at all familiar with any department of our State Association,

or who has ever had any acquaintance with Mrs. Milton S. Lamo-
reaux, realizes something of the loss which a change of secretaries

must be to this department. But "she has labored and we have en-

tered into her labor." The child of seven years" faithful training

and instruction has given evidence of the labor bestowed upon it.

The special lines of work which have been emphasized during the

past few years have shown advancement in the past year.

Your Primary Secretary desires to express her gratitude and
appreciation for the cordial co-operation which she has received from
the county primary superintendents. It has been a pleasure to her

in her work to know that those who most sincerely appreciated Mrs.
Lamoreaux and her services, have been the most cordial in their

relations with her successor. It is a pleasure also to express appre-

ciation of the valuable assistance rendered the present Secretary

through numerous conferences with Airs. Lamoreaux.
Your Primary Committee deepl}- regret that the necessity for

rest to avoid the results of overwork, has prevented Mrs. Lamoreaux
from addressing you today, as she had anticipated. It is a serious

disappointment to each of us, and no less to Mrs. Lamoreaux herself,

that she is not permitted to meet with the co-laborers who have been
so dear to her heart during the past years. •

While responses have been most cordial, they have not been so

numerous as desired. From ly counties no report of any kind has

been returned, though three report blanks and four letters have
been sent to each. From 86 counties reported one year ago as

having, at least nominally, primary secretaries, 69 have sent in either

reports or explanations. From four counties the explanation was,

that the person whose name I held as superintendent had resigned

and no successor had been appointed at the last county convention.

Probably this same condition exists in other counties from which no
response has been obtained. Permit me at this time to add mv ap-
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peal to those so frequently made by my predecessor, that the office of

County Primary Superintendent shall be as carefully considered by
your nominating committees as is that of treasurer, and that a super-

intendent shall not be appointed without her knowledge or consent.

A number of Primary superintendents have made the request that

an outline of the duties of such officer be sent to the county presi-

dents. It shall be the pleasure of your State Secretary to comply
with this request.

From the fresh reports received and the correspondence in con-

nection with them, much encouragement has been derived. The good
seed sown in the past is bearing fruit in an increase in teacher-

training, in better equipment for primary departments, in systematic

memory work, in regular promotions, in special lessons for the little

beginners, and in continued increase in the number of Cradle Rolls.

About two-thirds of the county superintendents are students of

the International Training Course. Six are graduates. In over 40
counties the books are circulated among primary teachers and a

large number of township associations own their own set of books.

Thirteen new training classes are reported outside of Cook county,

one each in Macon, Clark, Hancock, Lake and Rock Island ; and two
each in Sangamon, Dupage, Bond and McLean.

The record of Primary Unions has shown a steady decline for

the past few years. The explanations seem to be those given by our
Lord in his interpretations of the parable of the sower. Some, be-

cause they had no root, withered away. Others, the birds of the air

stole away. Others were choked by thorns. Indifference on the

part of those who should be most interested is most often the expla-

nation given for the death of a union, but in several cases illness or

absence of the leader has left the little flock scattered. It is signifi-

cant that those unions which have systematically followed some line

of study have survived the epidemic of prostration, and report in-

creased attendance and interest. Of the 22 unions reported last year,

six have disbanded. Two new unions have been organized, one
each in Clark and McHenry counties. The union at Springfield.

Sangamon county, has been reorganized as a department of a new
teacher-training class organized in April under the auspices of the

County Association. A union is reported ready for organization in

Coles county. At present there exists 18 unions, all studying the

Training Course,^ and 23 training classes, outside of Cook county.

We have among our graduates this year, nine who have com-
pleted the full course : Misses Nonie Ellis, Dewitt county ; Lucinda
Carlisle, Jackson county ; E. L. Beckwith, Lake county ; Emily Lena
Spear, Fulton county ; Alice Williams, Christian county ; Gertrude

Phelps. Lida Williams. Omah L. Woods. Warren county : Mary
Hargraves. Cook county.

Statistics given in about 60 fresh reports, show advancement
along all lines : 974 schools report a separate room and 214 a separate

place for the primary department; a total of 1. 188 as compared with

821 in 1903. 690 Cradle Rolls—in 1903 only 341. 840 schools re-
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port blackboards, 383 a course of memory work, 290 regular promo-
tions, and 210 special lessons for beginners.

Your Secretary takes pleasure in commending the splendid
service done during the past few months by superintendents of
recent appointment. Montgomery, Coles, Will, Henderson, Han-
cock, Mercer, Pope, Fulton, Ogle, Menard, Lake, Effingham, Doug-
las, Macoupin and Bureau counties are to be congratulated upon the
fact that their superintendents, though new in the work, have already
done excellent service and have brought to the position so much of
consecrated enthusiasm.

Primary work has been presented in about 30 counties by repre-
sentatives of the State Association : By Mrs. Lamoreaux in four,

Mrs. Leyda in four, Miss Torrey, four ; others by Miss Willis, Miss
L. Davidson, and the Secretary. In the majority of the other county
conventions the work was presented by the county superintendent.
Almost every superintendent reports an increasing demand upon the
part of the teachers for help ; especially is this need felt by the
teachers in the country schools. While it is a cause for rejoicing

that this appetite has been awakened, it will become a reason for

mourning if the want is not supplied. The mother is glad to see the

evidence of a healthy appetite in her growing boy, but her heart is

filled with anguish if she cannot give him food. These hungry
teachers must and shall have more literature prepared to meet their

special needs. Training Course books should be put into their hands
without the asking. County Summer Schools should be held wher-
ever conditions make them possible. Only three counties held a

Summer School during the past year. The International Summer
School held at Winona numbered among its students during the

primary' section, only 28 persons from Illinois ; only three county

superintencLents, and these were Miss Ellis of Dewitt county. Miss
Spear of Fulton county, and Miss Nash of Ogle county.

Illinois has voted to omit holding a State Summer School that

we might give the strength of our support to this district school.

The enrollment of each of our State schools shows that we have
practically had an inter-state school. Since it has been decided that

we shall join with these neighboring states, thus affording a stronger
school than we could otherwise have, and at less expense, shall we
not as a State supply it not only with faculty and funds, but with
students? The expense of attending the Winona Summer School
to the students of Illinois will average far less than if it were held

at Chicago, and the attractions greater than are possible in the city.

It would be a paying investment for any county to send to Winona
the county primary superintendent for at least the first week of the

school.

In closing allow me to express a deep sympathy for the county
superintendents whose hearts have bled because they were unable
to give themselves more fully to this work, which is so dear to us all.

Illness and death have invaded many homes, and made imperative
demands upon heart and time. The nearest duty must be done.
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though the lars^er service suffer. The State Secretary knows from
personal experience how much of heartache often goes into a poor
report, and would remind others who have so suffered of the Mas-
ter's loving tribute

—"She hath done what she could."

PLANS FOR THE JUNIORS.
MRS. MARY F. BRYNER.

(Note.—No official report was taken of Mrs. Bry iter's address, lite

following "Outline" is from notes taken by the General Secretary).

FOUR PRELIMINARY QUESTIONS.

1. Why a Junior Department?
2. Where shall it meet?

3. Who shall lead it?

4. Who shall belong to it? Or. What is required of children

admitted to this department?
(a) They should be able to read, (b) Each own his or her own

Bible (given at time of promotion), (c) Know names of books and
divisions of Bible.

SUPPLEMENTAL W^ORK FOR JUNIORS.

1. Lesson: (a) Purpose of fJible. (b) Construction of Bible.

(c) Contents of Bible.

2. Learn How to Use the Bible. Drill frequently on finding the

books, slowly at first, then rapidly, until children become familiar

with them.

3. Lessons on Bible Characters. Select 12 from Old Testament.
and 12 from New Testament, and have children learn and tell what
they can about them.

4. Lessons on Bible Lands. Have scholars learn to make out-

line maps, adding each week one or more countries, cities, towns,
rivers, etc.

5. Memory Work (in addition to memory verses). Choice
Psalms, Chapters. Hymns, etc.

Suggestive Birthday Chapters

:

For 10 year old scholars, John 10.

For II year old scholars. Hebrews 11.

For 12 year old scholars, Romans 12.

For 13 year old scholars, i Corinthians 13.

For 14 year old scholars, John 14.

For 15 year old scholars, John 15.

6. Encourage Regular Habits,

(a) Bible Reading: I. B. R. A.
(b) Private Prayer, Morning and Evening.
(c) Church Attendance.

(d) Regular and Systematic Giving.

(e) Interest in Missions, Temperance, etc.

7. Keep Careful Records : Loyal S. S. Army Plan.

8. Expect Conversions : encourage them to speak freely in class

and to teacher of their faith in Jesus and their purpose to follow

Him.
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HOME work for JUNIORS.

1. Write Character Sketches; Teacher correct and report on
these papers.

2. Give Outline Maps to be filled in by scholars.

3. Scholars bring- pictures; for example, illustrating life of
Christ. (One child brought 256.)

4. Have, occasionally, a Junior Social.

WE MUST

If we w^ould

INSTRUCT T 14P IVI
NFLUENCE 1 1 I JL i T 1

Hel^° them
MUSIC IN THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT.

MRS. KOHLSAAT.
The question of Sunday-school music is one whose vitalizing in-

fluence is recognized' by few, whose power we do not begin to appre-
ciate, and consequently only partially utilize. Music is the sunshine
of the heart, which thrills us into higher life ; the wing which car-

ries us to the gates of heaven. That music is the most effective

means of educating the emotions is a scientific fact ; its influence

upon the moral character is not a new discovery, but a truth affirmed

for centuries by philosophers, poets and scientists.

Plato says : "As gymnastics keep the body healthy, so musical

exercise is necessary to keep the soul healthy." "The movement of

sound, so as to reach the soul for its education in virtue (we know
not how), we call music." Aristotle says: "Music molds character

as gymnastics does the body." The poet Cowper wrote

:

"There is in souls a sympathy with sound

;

Some chord in unison with that we hear,

It touches within us, and the heart repHes."

Darwin, speaking for the scientists, says: "If I had to live my
life again, I would have made a rule to read some poetr}- and to

listen to some music every day. The loss of these is a loss of hap-
piness and possibly an injury to the intellect, but more probably to

the moral character, by enfeebling the emotional part of our nature."

Stanley Hall, in his recent exhaustive work on Adolescence speaks

in no uncertain terms of the moral value of music in education. In

the chapter devoted to the senses and the voice he says: "Melody,
harmony, the dynamics of soft and loud, quality and cadence, are

the purest epitome of the higher moral qualities. Without them,

the range or depth of the life of the heart suffers. Song should ex-

purgate every evil passion and banish care and fatigue. Piety, pa-

triotism, all the racial and domestic sentiments and love of nature

can be thus trained." Furthermore, "For the average youth there is

probably no such agent [as music! for educating the heart to the
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love of God, and hence there is no aspect of our educational life

more sad than the perversion of musical training from this its su-

preme end." Now arises the very pertinent question. Is our Sunday-
school music educating our children to a love of God? To make
the question even more personal, let me ask, Are you satisfied with
the singing in your Sunday-school ? Is it educating your children

to a love of God, or is it merely giving them the opportunity to ex-

ercise their instinct for rhythm under a pretense of religious ex-

pression ?

My plea today is for a higher standard of music in our Sunday-
schools, claiming that in the long run the better the music the

stronger and more lasting will be the influence for good.
Endeavoring to explain the present-day irreverence of our chil-

dren, Jenkin Lloyd Jones says : "We have now come to a generation
of smart boys and girls who talk glibly of Christianity and church.
They are irreverent and flippant. But no wonder things are such
as they are. These children go to Sunday-school and are taught
songs which are void of sense and altogether meaningless—^songs

you can learn in ten minutes, and then after you sing them you are

sorry you ever learned them. This is productive of irreverence."

Prof. Tomlins told me recently that he was obliged to say to a

Sunday-school superintendent of his acquaintance that the music
which his children were singing to God as worthy praise would not

be listened to as a serenade by a person of refinement. Can you
hope to instill in the mind and heart of a boy a righteous fear of God
when you teach him to sing of his God in the irresistible rhythm of

a two-step? Can you expect a girl to get any but a sentimental

and esotic notion of Christ when she hears of his love in the

sensuous swing of a waltz? But, you say, we must have the music
which appeals to the common throng. Very well for the Salvation

Army, but not for the Sunday-school. If you had said we must
have music which voices a common emotion, I should readily have
agreed, but that is quite a different matter. Let us never forget

that the Sunday-school is a school. A school of music? you ask;

and I answer. If music is to be used as a part of our service we
must study to make it worthy. You ask. What hymns would you
have us use? May we not have joyful and vigorous songs for our
children ? and I answer, Yes. But while the so-called Gospel hymns
have their important—mind, I say, important place, their use in

the Sunday-school is seriously to be questioned. They were origin-

ally intended for a very different service, and in doing that service

are of greatest value. In times of revival they may be sung with
enthusiasm, but they will not bear poetical and musical analysis,

and for this reason, if for no other, their power is weakened by con-

stant use. There are, to be sure, among them, many which were
truly inspired ; which will always hold a deservedly high place in

our hymnology. "I Need Thee Every Hour," and "Nearer, My
God, to Thee" are among this number. As Mr. Sankey used the

Gospel Hymns their good was emphasized and their defects covered.
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Sitting at the instrument, striking now and then a chord as support
to the voice, and singing in the fashion of the recitative, he inspired
in his hearers a genuine rehgious fervor—an effect very different
from that produced by their later presentation with brass band or
orchestra bringing out their monotony of harmony. In England
these songs are known as the American Gospel Hymns, and in the
few places in Germany where they have been introduced a fuller

and richer harmony has been substituted to suit the more advanced
musical taste of the people.

The enthusiasm with which the first Gospel Hymns were re-

ceived has led to no end of inferior and worthless imitations, until at

the present time we are flooded, yea, verily, swamped with them.
Ruskin in his rules of education laid down for St. George's

Guild, says in regard to music : "The less we compose at present the

better ; there is good music enough written to serve the world for-

ever." Then he gives certain general laws of song under which
the music needed for our schools may be gathered from the world's
already abundant store. The Sunday-school, which is supposed to

stand for the highest ideals, has allowed the public school to attain

a position far in advance of it in the matter of music. And to say
that the children of our Sunday-schools cannot learn the better or
more difficult music is a statement easily refuted by the most
casual observation of the work in our public schools. Can we
afford in our Sunday-schools to maintain a standard of music in-

ferior to that of the public schools? If we persist in doing so,

one of two things must result : Either we shall be continually

counteracting the excellent influence of the public school, or we
shall find our children critical and dissatisfied Avith the Sunday-
school. Which of the two results we may expect will depend upon
the hold the daily culture has taken upon them.

It is my conviction that the youngest child is appreciative of the

beautiful, whether it is the delicate imagery of poetry or the rich

harmonies of music. We "grown-ups" are the slow ones. If you
have tried teaching good music to your children, and have failed,

the fault is your's, not theirs. If you have once heard your children

sing, as only children can sing. "All Hail the Power of Jesus'

Name," with its repeated refrain, "Crown Him ! Crown Him

!

Crown Him !" you will be amply repaid for the greatest effort, and
you will be ashamed of ever having given them for their expression

of praise anything less majestic. Many, many times, have I been

obliged to stop singing for the strength of my emotions when the

children, catching the spirit of a song from my merest suggestion,

have gone way beyond me in their beautiful expression of it. If

vou will plav on the piano two hymns—one of monotonous, unrefined

rhvthm, the other of noble phrases, then ask the children which
they think more suitable to offer as praise to God ; invariably they

will choose the right one. Is this not sufficient proof of their

sensitiveness of appreciation? To me it is a pathetic sight to see a

company of children, shouting lustily on a tune which might serve
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as well for a street song as for a hymn, while at the same time I see

in them the possibility of becoming a veritable angel choir.

Let me repeat the question I asked in the beginning: Is the

music in your school educating your children to a love of God, or is

it merely giving them a chance to exercise their instinct for rhythm
under the guise of religious expression ? Some Sunday-school lead-

ers have been doing earnest thinking in response to this question

and are attempting better things. They are saying, as has been

said by the editors of a German Sunday-school hymnal. ''The best

is none too good for our children," and they are seeking for the

best. It has been my pleasure recently to discover several schools,

which are using successfully the music of the better sort. These
schools are the leaven which, eventually, will leaven the whole lump.

Our ])rimary (lei)artments. as a whole, are notably in advance

of our so-called upper schools. The kindergarten principles,

which have done so much to improve the teaching in our primarv

departments, necessitate the use of nothing less than the best in

every line of art. Many kindergarten songs which are perfect ex-

amples of what simple religious hymns should be, have been adopted

i)Utright by our primary departments. Songs of the other days

are giving place to hymns of genuine merit ; and there is little ex-

cuse for a primary teacher giving poor music to her children. One
would think there was poor excuse also for our ui)per schools for

their religious expression using trivial songs, when we consider the

number of thoroughly good collections of hymns which our best

publishers are sending out.

Xow leaving the matter of our present condition, with its short-

comings and its encouraging signs, let us consider for a few min-
utes "The Ideal ;" specifically the ideals in Sunday-school music,

from three points of view: (i) That of the musician; (2) Of the

child; (3) Of the spiritual teacher.

What may be considered a good hymn? (a) As to general style

it must be dignified and reverent, or. to put it in one word, it must
be "worshipful." (b) The words must stand the test of a thought-

ful reading, (c) The music must suit the words; must bear out

and intensify their spirit ; if the words express praise, the music

must be praiseful. (d) The harmony must be full, (e) The rhythm

must be refined. We need hymns of vigorous movement in the

Sunday-school, but all hymns of vigorous movement are not good
Sunday-school hymns. Let us have stirring rhythms, where the

words require them, but let us also have all the other qualities which

go to make up a good hymn. "Onward Christian Soldiers" and
"Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus" are fine examples of hymns with

stirring rhythm where nothing of worth or beauty is sacrificed.

Ruskin, concerning the things necessary for a girl's moral edu-

cation, says:

"hi art keep the finest models before her— I say the finest models—tliat

is to say, the truest, simplest, uscfullest. Note those epithets : They will

range through all the arts. Try them in music where yon might think

them the least applicable. I say the truest, that in which the notes most
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closelj- and faithfully express the meaning of the words, or the characters
of intended emotion; again, the simplest, that in which the meaning and
melody are attained with the finest and most significant notes possible

;

and finally, the usefullest, that music which makes the best words most
beautiful, which enchants them in our memories each with its own glory of
sound, and which applies them closest to the heart at the moment we need
them."

Considering the question of good music from the point of view
of the child, it is only necessary for me to repeat some things which
I have already said. Children love strong rhythms. This sense of
rhythm is the germ of music within them. The history of the race
is repeated in each individual; a little child is in a savage state,

musically. His musical education begins in developing this sense of
rhythm. Sunday-school music publishers have perhaps not gone
about their work psychologically, but certainly in this respect they

have hit upon what the child in his primitive "patty-cake" stage
most enjoys. Now the quesfion is, shall we encourage him to grow-
up a savage? Rather let us assist in his evolution, leading him out
to a fuller appreciation and expression. The children are so quick
to appreciate the beautiful and noble that our part is by suggestion
and interpretation to point it out to them. Sometimes grown peo-

ple are slow to appreciate the poetic imagery, or the beauty of the

harmony of a fine hymn, where a little child would, as it were, jump
at the heart of it immediately, catching the spirit of the whole, even
though many of the words might not be understood. It is because
he comes to it with open mind and free from prejudice. In my own
family circle the children look forward with pleasure to our little

Sunday evening song period. We sing without books or instru-

ment all the vesper hymns. The sound of the children's voices

blending with those of their parents in the beautiful hymns of praise

and prayer is touchingly beautiful. When we sing such words as

:

'When the morn awakens,
Then may I arise.

Pure and fresh and sinless

In thy holy eyes."

our very souls speak, and we know that we are better for it. When
the evening hymns are sung, we always sing by request of the two
little girls what they term their favorites. One is, "I'm a Pilgrim

and Fm a Stranger;" the other that gloriously poetic, "O mother
dear, Jerusalem! when shall I come to thee?" I would not have
you think these are morbid children. They are as rollicking and
jolly as any two girls of twelve and nine need be, but they have

imagination and fancy and they never have known any music but

the best. When I asked one of them to tell me, in writing, what
kind of music she thought we ought to sing in Sunday-school, she

showed by what she wrote that she had, by some means, come to

the knowledge that there were two kinds of religious music. I shut

her up in my room, gave her pencil and paper, and this is what
she wrote

:

The effect good music has on us depends much on the attitude we are
in. Many people do not realize what effect it has on the human heart.
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Christianity is not quite complete where there is not good music, it is the

pouring out of the soul to God. But people must learn to love good music.

In the first place the Sunday-schools should learn good hymns. There are

some hymns that place you in a "don't care " attitude. Begin to teach the

children in the primary classes good music and they will grow up loving it.

I know of a Sunday-school where there is nothing but good music, therefore-

owing to that fact the children give their whole attention to the singing,

and they love it. Much of the sing-song music is being done away with.

and the best kind of music is taking its place. But still we hnd Sunday-
schools and even churches, where they sing this provoking music. Help
can be given in our public schools, it need not always be religious music but
it teaches the child to love good music in the same way. And if we learn

to love good music we must teach others to love it also. It sometimes
makes people Christians when nothing else could do it.

Which is the ideal hymn and how shall it be used? This is not

now from the point of view of the musician, or of the child, but from
the point of view of the spiritual teacher. Hymns may be classified

under three general heads: (a) Hymns for soul winning: (b)

Hymns for established Christians: (c) Hymns for character build-

ing. Generally speaking, hymns of the first class—for soul win-

ning—are for use in revival meetings : those of the second class

—

for established Christians—in the church worship ; those of the

third class—for character building—'do greatest service in the Sun-
day-school. If the leader of the singing is a spiritual teacher, he
will choose his hymns with the utmost care, having in mind the

definite effect he wishes them to produce. With some thought,

hymns can be chosen which will create the atmosphere desired at

any point in the service.

Let us consider an outline for a Sunday-school service, one
which. I believe, may be used equally well in all departments. At
the outset we want an attitude of holy awe. of reverence for God's

house. Suppose we chant, "The Lord is in His holy temple." Logi-
cally, a hymn of praise would follow

—
"Holy, holy. Lord God Al-

mighty !" or "Come, Thou Almighty King." Just before the lesson,

the song prayer. "Break thou the bread of life." will induce the

right attitude toward the lesson.

After the study period, the lesson truth may be emphasized by
singing an appropriate hymn, either a narrative or one of the gospel

hymns that fits the thought. As a closing hymn, sing one of the

many quiet, beautiful ones written for the purpose. The very char-

acter of such a hymn as

"Saviour, again to Thy dear name we raise.

With one accord, our parting hymn of praise.'"

will prevent the putting on of wraps or the furtive glances at the

door, which we so frequently see as a session is nearing its close.

In such an outline there is still opportunity for the children to

choose hymns which are their particular favorites. Such a plan

gives unity to a service without sacrificing variety, and moreover
opens unlimited possibilities for spiritual teaching.

Finally, how are our ideals to be realized? Their realization de-

pends almost wholly upon the individual chorister. The man or

woman who leads the singing has it in his or her power to make it
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what he wills. Perhaps some one says, I want to use the good
music, but I don't know how ; I need training. To 30U I say,

Get it! Mr. Tomlins is preparing to make an offer to give such in-

struction to the choristers of Chicago and vicinity at nominal cost,

and though he has not authorized me to say so, I believe he would
go to any county in the state, say once a month, for similar work,
if a class is organized. If your Sunday-school realized the import-

ance of its music, it would, by some means, manage to meet the

expense for such training. Where this is impossible, other courses

are open ; choristers who are in earnest and in love with their work,

will train themselves. There are many, many books, which if not

written for this very purpose, nevertheless furnish the desired help.

There are simple means at the hand of every chorister for making
the most of his services, even though his training be meagre. I

have read that Mr. Beecher and Phillips Brooks could, simply by

their reading of a hymn, arouse an appreciation of it in their audi-

ences. Choose and arrange your hymns carefully, know them thor-

oughly, and know how you want them to be sung. A little word of

explanation about a hymn, relative to its dignity, majesty, tender-

ness, or whatever be its supreme quality, will do wonders in getting

children into the spirit of it. If you know its origin, or any instance

connected with its composition, or any fact about its composer, tell

it. Sometimes simply calling attention to the date of a hymn is

effective. In the case of the Doxology, a new interest may be awak-

ened by mentioning that it is a hymn of praise which has expressed

to God the gratitude of millions of His people for over four hun-

dred years.

Good choristers must be triple personages: Musicians in under-

standing, children in enthusiasm, with freedom from prejudice, and

teachers, in appreciation of the spiritual possibilities before them.

They must remember that as music is performing its highest mis-

sion when it is voicing the longing of the human soul for the In-

finite, so they are performing their highest mission when they are

leading their children through true and beautiful songs to make
this personal expression. It is a psychological fact that expression

generates emotion. Handel said that before beginning his work he

always "prayed to God earnestly that he might be enabled to praise

him worthily" ; and that when he was writing the Hallelujah Chorus

"all heaven opened up before him and he did see choirs of angels

and the great King himself." When we sing sublime strains we live

over again the experience of the one who wrote them, and we are

nobler for it.

Ideals, like good impulses, are worth nothing except as we act

upon them. Let me in closing urge you to test the soundness of the

principles I have been advocating by putting them' into practice, and

I promise you, for yourself, a clearer conscience and a clearer per-

ceptive faculty, and for your children a deeper spirit of reverence

and a growing appreciation of the beautiful.
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ORGANIZED PRIMARY WORK.
MRS, FRANCIS D. EVERETT.

This brings the thought of our state primary organization, and
the state committee on primary work, which has a heart big enough
and a purpose great enough to reach down through the county, and
township, and city organizations, and carry all the help this great

state can give to every individual school. We shall look, first, at

the local school. Here we find organized primary work and, if well

organized, certain conditions exist. Let us sketch briefly these con-

ditions as found in a small primary department having a separate

room. As a child enters, he passes the secretary's desk, and the

smiling secretary gives him a pleasant greeting and punches his

attendance card or records his attendance in such way as is pro-

vided. If he be a regular attendant, he knows what to do next; if

not. an assistant is near who is ready and alert, and very soon, with

his hat properly cared for, he is seated in a little red chair which is

just his size, surrounded by happy children, and facing the superin-

tendent of the primary department. And this ideal superintendent

has a face and a manner which usually causes each child to feel that

he and she have a mutual understanding which is peculiarly pre-

cious. During the hour which follows, we constantly feel the power
of two great forces, the spirit of childhood and the spirit of worship.

The prayer is a thank yon to Our Father for what is just now de-

lighting the hearts of these children and a petition for the blessings

they are readily led to desire. The offering is in the same spirit,

and in a simple, natural way God's blessing is asked upon it or some
of the beautiful giving verses are repeated by the children. There
is personal recognition in the birthday wish for the one whose birth-

day offering is dropped into the box. and in the introduction and
welcome of the new pupil, who is made to feel that he is among
friends, but whose sensitive nature, if he be a timid child, is not out-

raged by publicity. And there is mention of the cradle roll, per-

haps, through the welcome song in honor of a new baby whose
name is to be added. There is the supplemental lesson, unfolded

in all its beauty and tasted, to be digested and assimilated later with

the parents' assistance, and the important appearance of the typed

or written directions which the child carries home in this connection

do much to hold the home co-operation which has been previously

enlisted through personal interviews. If we sometimes wonder
whether or not the singing means anything to little children, let us

observe how these children instinctively stand taller and expand
their tiny chests as they sing, "Praise God, from whom all blessings

flow." The exercises which provide movement for the bodies have
come in time to prevent restlessness and wandering thoughts. And,
immediately preceded' by a stanza of song, is the lesson

—

the lesson!

After this, only a brief prayer is uttered, or perhaps, "Saviour,

again to Thy dear name," is sung, and the quiet "good-bye" is said,

and the children pass out carrying with them the atmosphere of the

lesson, toward which we now understand, everything else in the
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hour was leading up, and for which everything else in the hour was
preparing the way. We see that throughout this session not a
moment was wasted. And, as we begin to realize how much one
hour may contain, and how high its value may be when it is packed
full of carefully selected morsels, each bearing the perfect relation

to all which makes the complete whole irresistible in its effect, we
are feeling the power of organization of the highest type. Turning
our eyes toward this primary superintendent, we are tempted to

exclaim, as did a wide-eyed little girl upon witnessing the comple-
tion of one of Mrs. Bryner's famous acrostics, "Did she know how
it was coming out?"

Is this primary superintendent a marvelous person? Probably
not. Intellectually, she may be of only average endowments and
attainments, but she has grasped an appreciation of the magnitude
of her calling, and she believes she was sent of God to do this

work; so she reaches out for all the helps which may come to her.

Perhaps there is another school not far distant where are faith-

ful officers and teachers who have never seen what may be accom-
plished through the cradle roll and supplemental work and regular
promotions. They may never have heard of the teachers' training

course. Can you imagine the good results of bringing together
the officers and teachers from these two schools in a primary union,

a training class, or even a single conference? Do you wonder that

those of us who are county officers never give up while the work-
ers in one school remain without the fellowship they might have
with others doing> similar work? To one school, a county president

sent repeated announcements and circulars and invitations without

evoking a response. Finally, he met the superintendent of the

school, and he greeted him with, "You are a man I have long wished
to know." And the superintendent endeavored to explain all his

lack of courtesy by saying, "Our situation is peculiar. We have
but few workers who feel any responsibility, and we who are carry-

ing the responsibilities have so many problems to meet and are so

burdened that we have not felt we could take up any outside work."
This conversation took place in this state only two weeks ago ; so I

fear there are still those who do not know that their problems are

common to the lot of the Sunday-school worker, that their suc-

cesses are the successes others are striving for, that their failures

are the failures others have made and have leamed to build success

upon, and that the organization is for the inspiration and mutual

helpfulness of all Sunday-school workers, for their interests are

identical. The superintendent or teacher who believes that his re-

sponsibilities and problems make his isolation necessary need only

look beyond his own walls to learn that, instead, they prozfe his

need of the organisation. In this great body, which exists for the

advancement of Christ's cause through the Sunday-schools, a few
may give more than they receive, but they form the vast majority

who receive infinitely more than they give.

Primary work is accounted of great importance by our people,

but not too great you will agree when you consider what the pri-
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mary years of the child you were a few years ago have since meant
to you. A day does not pass in which you fail to make use of knowl-

edge gained at seven years of age, or at eight. And how often you
mentally contrast some scene with one which became familiar to

you during those few years of the primary period, those years in

which you were unconsciously adopting standards for all future

time! Those were long years. How much more your life con-

tained from six to nine years than during the last three, or any other

recent years

!

We frequently hear an officer or pastor say, "There is no de-

partment more important than the primary," and occasionally one

says, "This is the most important department." Sometimes these

expressions are the result of careful thought, but I hope you will

not be offended when I say there is often too much mere sentiment

in such talk. If we believe with all our heart that a certain depart-

ment is first in importance, or that there is none of greater im-

portance, shall we not study the needs of that department, and do

everything in our power to increase the efficiency of teachers, and

make all conditions as favorable as possible for that work? I am
not complaining of the high place accorded primary work, but do

you, county officers, superintendents, and pastors, know what a

primary department might be at the present development of our

work? Do you know how the primary departments under you

compare with this standard? Do you know that all primary super-

intendents and teachers under your supervision are encouraged to

make use of every possible opportunity for improvement? Do you

know that the truly valuable primary work in your county—per-

haps in some obscure little school—receives the encouragement of

intelligent appreciation which will lead to a contagion, bringing it

into other schools and carrying the same spirit into other depart-

ments of the same school ? My implied adverse criticism is only of

the possible inconsistency of some who say with their lips that this

work with the children is highly important and then relegate it to a

few primary teachers of whose fitness they know nothing.

May I give a few practical hints of ways in which the officers

of any county, of any township, of any school, may help the pri-

mary work? Let us in every instance show a respect for this de-

partment by giving it a separate place and certain furniture and

equipment necessary to its best service. The separate place in

some village and rural schools is of necessity only a screened corner,

but a separate place is not always provided where we might rea-

sonably expect the best of everything. A few months ago. the

primary superintendent from one of our wealthy churches said to

me, "I have resigned. I am going to give up my work." I was
surprised, for she has labored faithfully in this position for nine

years, and I asked, "Why is this?" She said, "Because in all this

time I have failed to lead our people to see the necessity of pro-

viding a place for the primary department. For two years I led

my one hundred and fifty children up two flights of stairs, and for a

vear I have led them to an office building where we are given
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space." I naturally asked, "Why is not a great addition built which
shall provide an ideal place for this department?" and she an-

swered, "Because that would injure the architectural beaut}' of the

church building." That church edifice is a building of great

beauty, but how it dwindles to insignificance before our vision of the

one hundred and fifty structures those primary children are build-

ing—O, so rapidly—to stand through eternity ! T.et us have our
separate place, with ample space, if it be possible, and little chairs of

proper size for the children, and the little equipment which is nec-

essary to the best work. Often this equipment includes something-

characteristic of the school, so it has been found advisable to ap-

propriate a sum of money, to be drawn upon for any reasonable

expenses of this department, and I commend to you this plan.

Mrs. Mitchell, of our International Primary stafif. tells of a Sunda\-
school superintendent who is a prosperous and up-to-date farmer,

using the most modern machinery on his farm, but compelling his

primary teacher to plow with an old-fashioned one-horse plow and
plant corn by hand. If there are any superintendents in Illinois,

whether they be farmers or not, whose primary teachers are com-
pelled to plant corn by hand through lack of the little equipment

they should have, I wish the county officers would see to it that

primary work is so presented before those superintendents that they

get a vision of what the primary department of an\- school, however
small, may be.

In this connection, let me call your attention to the county pri-

mary superintendent, an officer who should be selected with great

care and then supported with great loyalty.

Another request I have to make of pastors and officers who are

the heads of entire schools, as well as of county and township offi-

cers, is this: Try to know your primary departments better. \"isit

them, not interrupting the session in its midst, but spending the

entire hour, an attentive listener. Do not fear embarrassment for

the teacher or primary superintendent, though it would be well to

let her know the w^eek before that you are coming. If you watch

this work, in a kindly. Christian spirit, a change will take place in it.

If it is now poor, it will improve, for you. while commending what

you can honestly commend, will open avenues through which many
helpful suggestions will reach this teacher, and they will make
their impress before long upon the work she is doing. If it is now
good, you will show the understanding which is always an encour-

agement to one who is making a success, and this will lead to

deeper devotion and stronger growth and still greater success. In-

telligent appreciation is what the primary department needs at the

hand of pastor or officer—not empty compliments, but intelligent

appreciation.

I have been asking much for the primary department. Xow, I

wish to say to our primary people, we need not receive only. XVe

can give. And we owe much. There are certain questions which

come before almost every convention of Sunday-school workers.

One is, how to secure home co-operation? Through which mem-
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her of the family is entrance most easil\ j^ained to the hearts of all ?

I heard Mrs. Gaylord, whose visits have taken her to homes of all

tirades, say that, while she had never had a door slammed in her

face, she had sometimes heard one close pretty vigorously at her

back, but that when her visit was in the interest of the young chil-

dren of the home, she had never failed to be cordially received.

Remember, primary teacher, when a home which is outside the

church, is entered by you in the interest of the little child, you rep-

resent to that family not alone an institution which exists for the

young children, but you are the representative of the whole school,

the whole church ; and your special advantages carry with them
special responsibilities. Here is a door open before a single primary
teacher where, if she be equal to her task, through her the whole
school, the church, may enter.

Another of these questions is how to secure the attendance of

adults. A few weeks ago, on Easter Sunday, I was a guest at the

special Easter session of a Swedish Sunday-school. A man w-ho

sat near me attracted my attention by the very deep interest he
showed in every child who had a part in the exercises ; and. when
the offering was received, I observed that this man, who had the

appearance of being a poor man, laid fifty cents on the plate among
the nickels and dimes his neighbors had given. Later, I asked my
Swedish friend, "Who is that man? Is he one of your faithful

members?" And she said, "O. no. I never saw that man in the

church before. I don't know why he was there. The little girl in

the blue dress, who spoke, is his little girl." I know why he was
there, and you know why he was there, and why he w'atched the

children so closely, and why he wished to have a large part in the

offering. Who is the one best fitted to so approach this man as to

cause his interest of a day to continue, and grow, and become ce-

mented ? Probably the pastor is the one ; we hope so. Perhaps the

superintendent has the skill needed in this case : we hope so. But
there is one there who. if she realize her opportunity, can do much
to assist pastor and superintendent and possibly the word she

speaks will have more weight than theirs—this is the one who
trained the little girl in the blue dress.

And has it ever occurred to you, primary teacher, that wherever
there is a cradle roll member, there must be some one remaining at

home to care for that baby? Here is our very easy opportunity and
our responsibility to help the Home Department.

When we graduated a primary class three or four years ago. it

was certainly with the hope that those children might continue to

be led in the path in which we were endeavoring to lead them and
the prayer that before many years had passed they would be among
those who publicly confessed Christ as their Saviour. Could we
forget them within a few years? O. no, our interest, our hopes,

our prayers, should follow them as the years pass. We all believe

in specialization, but while considering our department in its dis-

tinct interest let us not lose sight of the fact that we are one part

of the zrcat whole.
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LAST DAY—EVENING SESSION.

The closing session of the great convention brought an audi-

ence which crowded the church ; many were unable to get in.

Professor Excell was at his best ; and with the assistance of the

organ, piano and ballad horn, the vast audience made a mighty

volume of melody. The pages were given reserved seats in the

front of the main auditorium. President Moser took the chair at

8 o'clock and called upon Mr. J. H. Engle to offer prayer.

ADDRESS TO THE PAGES.
A. H. MILLS.

Mr. President and Friends: I have a delightful task to per-

form. i\s I look out upon these bright faces I realize that you
boys are about out of a job. Are you glad that we are going away
and that you won't have us "on your hands any more ? How do you
feel about it?

Judge J. K. Ingham : Let me say that the boys have not any

fault to find. The only criticism they have made so far is that you

took action yesterday or today without consulting them ; they have

got it into their heads that you voted the next annual convention

away from Clinton to go to Kankakee, a little village up the road,

and they object to that. To satisfy you that I am correctly repre-

senting their feelings, I am going to let them take a vote on it.

Boys, stand up and vote : All you boys who want this convention

to leave the little village of Kankakee and come to Clinton next

year, say. Aye.
(There was a hurricane of Ayes from the pages.)

Mr. Mills : For three days this city, church and community

have been something which I will put on this blackboard,—a hive

of bees. A hive of bees has two special classes of bees in it ? The
workers. They have some other bee in it; what is it? The queen.

What on earth has this to do with an address to pages? Well, let

us see ! What we say is not always important, but what we are is

important; if we are all right, then we will talk all right, think all

right and act all right.

Be Clean ! inside and out, heart and lip ; don't allow anything to

come into your minds that defiles. But you say you cannot keep

evil thoughts from coming into the mind. Well, you cannot keep

the birds from flying over your head, but you can keep them from

building nests in your hair, and you can keep evil thoughts from

making their home in your heart or life.

Be Honest ! Be honest with yourselves ; if you are honest with

yourselves, you will always be honest with everybody else. No boy

can think of doing a dishonorable thing without hurting himself a

good deal more than he hurts anybody else. Be honest financially

;

be honest in your dealings ; be upright ; be manly. To be honest is

a good deal more than simply to be financially honest. We some-
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times hear it said, "Honesty is the best poHcy." I do not believe

any such doctrine. A man that is policy-honest is not honest at all

;

he is not honest with himself. Do things not from policy, but be-

cause they are right.

Be Rii^htl right on all questions. You can be if you will. It

takes some thought and care, but you can be right ; but if you find

yourselves wrong, have the manhood to say you are wrong, and
change, and be right.

Be Industrious ! Away back in Genesis it says, "In the sweat
of thy face shalt thou eat bread." Do not try to get through this

world without trying to be industrious. You cannot do it and be

honest
;
you cannot do it and be clean

;
you cannot do it and be

right. The Lord knew what He was talking about.

Be Serviceable to those about you ! You have been carrying our
grips and showing us around town

;
you have been eyes and feet for

us. We did not have to study a map of the city
;
you boys, sent

out by Judge Ingham, directed us wher.e to go. You have been of

service.

Be Teachable ! You did not know all about what you were ex-

pected to do. Judge Ingham told you w-hat he wanted you to do.

You became teachable. When you go into business, don't think

you know more about the business than its proprietor ; if you do,

you will make a failure. When you are employed by anybody else

and he tells you to do a thing, you do it just as he told you; and if

there is any mistake it is his and not yours.

Be Loving! You like to be loved. You like mother or father

to get an arm around you and hug you. I wish I could get hold of

each one of you and pull you up to my heart. I love every one of

you. My heart goes out to every boy and girl in the great State of

Illinois, and I want to touch the boyhood and the girlhood of Illinois

and lift them up to Jesus Christ.

Be Indispensable ! We could not have run this convention

without you ; we would have spent nearly half the time finding

the places where we were to be entertained ; so you have been in-

dispensable to the success of this convention ; and when you get into

business, bovs. just fill the niche so that your employer cannot get

along without you. What Avould they do without you in the home?
You are indispensable in the home.

Be Knowing! Get all the information you can. Crowd your

mind with as much information as you can. but in order to do that

you will have to be industrious.and have to follow along these other

lines.

Be Earnest! Mr. Beecher said, "The most eloquent man in the

world is the man in earnest." There is not anybody in the world

who amounts to anything today unless he is in earnest. I said

a while ago that there are two kinds of bees in the hive, and there

are two kinds here : Here are the workers and here is the queen,

which vou will find by spelling the first letters down,

—

Christlike.

That is the queen in the hive. I want to tell you, friends, wherever



Illinois Sunday School Convention. 159

the queen goes, there the workers go; the workers gather around
the queen ; and so it is in the hive of bees that has been swarming
in this city of CHnton and in this church for three days—it has been
the workers around Jesus Christ. I want to emphasize that thought,
Be Christlike. If you forget everything else I have said in this

convention, I do not want you to forget this last word; as you and
I go out this night let us manifest Christlikeness in our every day
life ; and let us keep our lives so clean and so pure that the Christ
shall shine out in every thought, in every act and in every aspiration
of our lives ; and then, if we do that, we shall become living epistles

known and read of all men.

Mr. Mills used the blackboard during his address, at the close of which
the following outline appeared on the board

:

BE
C LEAN
H ONEST
R lOHT
I NDUSTRIOUS
S ERVICEABLE
T EACHABLE
L, OVING
I NDISPENSABLE
K NOWINQ
E ARNEST

Rev. S. C. Black : A good many have said to me, "I am sure

you good people of Clinton will be glad when the convention is

over." You are mistaken; we are just getting into the habit. If

we had it to do over again next week, we could do it much better

than we have done it this week. I believe I voice the sentiment of

Clinton when I extend to this Association an invitation extending
over one hundred years. Come to us whenever there is a vacancy.

To show you that the terminal facilities are of the same sort as

the inceptive, I will say that we want to help you to get from your
places of entertainment to the station. If we were able to know
just the train on which you were going, and where you are, we
would send the carriages that took you to your places of entertain-

ment. Since we cannot know that, and since you are in homes
nearly every one of which has a telephone, or you are near a home
in which there is a telephone, I am glad to give you an order upon
the Transfer Company for a carriage from your place of entertain-

ment to the station. Just have your friends, or some friend near

you, call up the Transfer Company in the morning, or whenever
vou are going, and tell them to send a carriage for you, and do not

pay for it ; tell the driver that it goes on the convention bill, and he

will understand.

W. B. Jacobs: This afternoon, dear friends of Clinton, this

convention adopted a resolution expressing its joyous thanks-

giving and its high appreciation of the many kindnesses we have

received from your hands. No words can express the depth of

feeling, the sense of gratitude which we all feel for the care you

have bestowed upon us. I have been the General Secretary of this

Association for twenty-three years. If you had watched at my
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desk and listened, I think you would find that every one who had

a complaint to make brought it there; if the railroad agent made a

mistake about the transportation, they came to me to find out what
to do ; if anything was lost, if any trouble had arisen, they came
there; and many a time in other years I have had poured into my
ears some complaints about the entertainment ; I have not been

favored with any this year. The only messages regarding the en-

tertainment that have come to me have been of sweetness, of thank-

fulness, of pleasurable delight, of high appreciation ; and when I

say this much, I think you, beloved friends of Clinton, will under-

stand how we feel towards you. We cannot repay you. \\'e have
made you trouble, if that were possible; but I remember being en-

tertained at a county convention, and the sweet-faced. lo\-ing-

hearted friend who entertained me was so busy bustling about try-

ing to do this and that and the other that at last I protested and
said, "I wish you would not make yourself so much trouble on my
account." A smile came to that sweet face instantly, and she said,

"Nothing is trouble that we like to do, Mr. Jacobs." So I know
that you are repaid in your own hearts for the trouble we have

caused you. and you will not allow me to speak of it as trouble, for it

is very evident that what you have been doing you like to do. And
then i remember that the great Master whom we serve and love.

and whom you love and serve, has a message for you ; I suspect He
has spoken it into your ears and hearts many times during these

days, and I am sure I am only repeating that which He has spoken
and is even now speaking to you. ''Inasmuch as ye have done it unto
one of the least of these my brethren ye have done it unto Me." and
the cup of cold water given in His name, the kindly act performed
in His name, the loving word spoken in His name, the self-sacrifice

offered in His name, shall never lose its reward, for by and by.

when we stand in His presence and look into His face, and you boys
as well, if He should turn to one of you. or to one of us. and say.

"You had a hard time down there doing My will, didn't you? It

cost you a good deal of sacrifice to serve Me." When we get one
glance into His face and one glance at the mansions He has preparerl

for us, and one glance at the everlasting inheritance of His beloved,

we shall say. "Don't speak of it. Master; O. I wish I had done ten

thousand times as much as I did do for you." Don't be afraid that

you will ever do too much for such a Master. You are not afraid,

friends, nor we for you. In His name we came, in His name we go.

carrying with us His benediction received through you and leaving

with you His benediction which we trust we brought, but which we
never can take away.

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL AS A SPIRITUAL FORCE.
REV. W. H. PENHALLEGON, D. D.

In every science they have a few axioms which they lay down
as fundamental truths, and upon these foundation stones they
build the structure of thought. In this structure we are building.

L
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in this science we are considering,—that of character-development,

that of soul-saving, greater than any and all of the other sciences,

there are also some axiomatic truths which we may consider. This
is one : The world is not perfect ; it is not just as good as it might
be ; it is not as good as it ought to be ; it is not as good in my judg-

ment as it was intended to be. This will prepare the way for another

suggestion, that if this world is to be made better, if it is to become
an ideal world, it must be because of forces that are brought to

bear upon it from without,-—forces that are outside of itself, that

can be turned upon it and to advantage. Are we not anxious to

welcome and encourage, and, if I may say it,—meaning it not in

the common way, but in the way that your own minds will accord

to it,—are we not ready to patronize everything that is forceful

and that can be helpful in doing this great work that is thrust upon
our hands and hearts?

In this Sunday-school movement surely the first thought sug-

gested to us is that it is an adz'aiiciiig Jorce. It is a blessed thing

to realize this, that the Sunday-school stands for something: that

as an organization it is forceful, and that it has a history of which

we may be proud ; that it has a program commending it to the

best heart and thought found everywhere in the world. Last sum-
mer, a year ago, I was wandering around on the rocky coasts of

Cornwall, away across in the mother countrv; and I found myself

one evening in a little fishing town just as the sun was going down
after a beautiful day. Several miles away was the Lizard where

Marconi had built his station for the wireless telegraph for that

section of the world. Those great towers were pointing up into

the sky, while under them was the network of wires. I looked

around for some one with whom I could get into conversation, and

I saw a retired fisherman ; after exchanging the compliments of the

day, I said, "What is that over there pointing up to the sky ; what

is that institution, anyhow?" He said, "I do not know just exactly

what they call them ; they are strange looking things to me. but

people have wonderful things to say about them, and there is this

one thing I have learned by good authority, that some man can stand

over there and he can talk and the people over across the sea,

away in New York, can hear him ; I couldn't call it by name. I don't

know just what it is, and I don't know how they do it. but it does

wonderful things." So with the advancing Sunday-school ; we
often discuss it, and we love to turn to it again and again : some-

times we fail to have the proper conception and ideal, and we fail in

our definitions ; but there is one thing we know, it is doing wonder-

ful things, and we can judge it by its fruit; and does it not make
our hearts glad and fill us with joy that it is bearing witness to its

efiiciencv and its God-given mission by the lives and character

that it is developing, the churches it is strengthening, and the glory

it is bringing to the name of the great Leader of the spiritual hosts

of the world ? I was in Morris. Grundy County, the other day. and

I saw a livery man ; he was a friend who used to say an encouraging

word to me when I was learning to preach ; I was stopping at his
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house one day. and I was not in the habit of reading my sermons
then, as I confess I do now ; and I was rather boasting that I did

not use any manuscript, O, no, I did not carr}- even notes into the

pulpit with me ! declaring that a man when he preached should

preach and not read ; and the good old Dutchman said, "Well, that

is so. but I would rather hear a man read sense than talk nonsense
;"

so he kept scratching his head, and I did not know whether he was
aiming at me or not, but we have been good friends since. While
there I saw a Chicago paper telling that Jessie Bartlett Davis, the

great operatic singer, was dead, and they said, "She began her

life here in this little town of Morris." One man said, "I was a

member of the Baptist Sunday-school when little Jessie was learn-

ing to sing :" and I have often thought and I have often said, as I

have read of this great woman, this queen of song, as she went up
and down the world, charming great audiences and making them-

feel That life was worth living by the inspiration that she gave them
—I have often thought and often said that the Sunday-school
should have the praise because it made her : she began her work in

it. and she discovered herself while singing its sweet songs. I am
dwelling upon that to show that our queens of song, those who
sing for us so sweetly and lovingly in our Sunday-schools and par-

lors and concerts, many of them began their work and got their

stimulus and inspiration in the musical service of the Sunday-school.

O, what a force this has been

!

The Sunday-school is a social force. In a certain field where I

was preaching I went out to look after the children, and I came
across a foreign family. I found a hearty welcome there, and they

were interested in my mission, which was to get their children for

the Sunday-school. The family was living in a poor shanty ; there

was not an inch of carpet on any of the floors ; the furniture was
scanty : I do not think there was a picture on the wall ; I venture
to say that any one of these pages could have trundled out on the

street their furniture, beds and bedding in a wheelbarrow, but

they were interested in their children, and they promised to send
them to Sunday-school, and they did : I wish I could stop long
enough to detail to you the process of evolution as it touched the

lives of those boys, and as they grew up the effect which was
wrought on the hard working, simple parents. When I went back
from time to time I found some new furniture in the house, carpet

on the floor, pictures on the wall, books on the shelf ; and these

people were differently clad. Not long ago my wife and I received

a pressing invitation, saying, "Next summer can't you come up
north and spend a month with us in our cottage by the lake?" and it

was from this very family, who used to live in a little shack, not

much more than a hovel, and whose furniture was scant\' and cloth-

ing limited. After a while I found that two of the boys were stud-

ious, and in connection with my church we ran an institute nights

and enlisted the teachers of the high schools and of the ward schools

to help us to give training to those who worked in the mines and
shops, whose early training had been neglected ; very soon these
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two ambitious boys began to talk of going to college, and I

had the privilege of starting them, and I saw them both enter the
ministry. The third boy became a prosperous business man whom
I visit occasionally. I had the pleasure of seeing this process of
social evolution, and can surely bear testimony to the fact that the
Sunday-school is a social force.

The Sunday-school is an intellectual force. I was in Portland,
Oregon, a year or two ago. There came in from the country a man
and his wife. They drove eighteen miles that day over a mountain
road to see me. After a delightful visit they said, "Let us go around
to the academy." What about it? "Our three children are there."

I went around to the academy, and I met their three children,

and I remembered very well, when I was a missionary on the
frontier, that this man was then a young fellow and his wife a
young woman, and I wondered if she were going to make the best

of the bargain, for they came out of poor homes and very humble
surroundings, but they had grit and integrity ; they went to college

and studied side by side and graduated with honor, and had become
husband and wife, and moved away to the west ; now they owned
their own home, and their children were in the academy at Port-
land. Here was the process of intellectual growth ; here was the

evidence of intellectual development. The Sunday-school was the

factor in it, for they got their stimulus, their intellectual inspiration,

that indefinable and indescribable influence, by their coming in

contact with the Sunday-school and the consecrated men and
women who had charge of the Sunday-school.

I believe that the Sunday-school is an artistic force. As a social

force we should be proud of it ; as an intellectual force it is worthy
of consideration : but suppose we should stop here ! nothing but

the artistic, nothing but the taste developed, nothing but the mind
to grow a little, nothing but the social surroundings to be improved.

—O, nothing more than these.—well that would be a good thing,

after all ; but I wonder if our public schools, colleges and univer-

sities, and our clubs and lodges and our other organizations could

not do a great deal of work of that kind. I think they could ; I do
not know that they could do it any better ; I don't believe they

could ; but they could do some of it. I wonder if we would be

justified in coming from all parts of this great state and spending

three davs here, a thousand, eleven hundred strong, and giving up
what we have, and taking in what we have, if there were nothing

to the Sundav-school but the fact that it was a force along these

several lines? Sometime ago I was sitting one afternoon in my
study at Decatur, and I heard shambling foot steps on the stairs

;

I listened and finally I heard a loud knock at the door, and I thought,

"Some drunken fellow, is it?" I said, "Come in !" In came a man ;

I wondered for a moment if he were a man,—bleared eyes, bloated,

unkempt, unshaven, unwashed, ragged, wretched. He rolled his

hat as he came in. 1 jumped to my feet; I thought he was a maniac.

He was sockless and shirtless. He said, "Are you the minister?"

and his voice trembled. I said, "My brother. I am." "What did
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you call me?" "I called you what you are ; I said. 'Yes. my brother.

I am the minister.' " "Don't call me brother. I am unworthy of

that ;" and he told me a story which moved my heart, calloused as

I think sometimes it is, for I have heard so many of these tales

:

but I stood there weeping in the presence of that poor fallen wretch,

that degraded mass of manhood. I found out by his brogue that

he was from across the water. I found he had been a classmate of

Dr. Hemphill, pastor of the Howard Presbyterian Church. San
Francisco ; and that he was a college-mate of the late Rev. Dr. John
Hall of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York. 1 had
reason to believe that his story was true. He told me something
about his own accomplishments. I handed him a Greek testament,

and he turned to the third chapter of John, and he read it as readily

as I can read an article in the newspaper. He said. "Give me a

])roblem in mathematics." I gave him pencil and tablet and a prob-

lem, and he solved it as clearly as I could do a little sum in simple

addition. After a while he pulled from among his rags a Latin

thesis, and he read that to me, and when he was through he said.

"I will sell that to you." I said. "Do not sell it." "But I must
get money." "What are you going to do with money?" "The
same as I always do with money." I said. "Is it not time for you
to put on the brakes? there is too much of you to throw away, you
cannot afford to go this way any longer; can't you stop?" "No.
no, no, I am too far gone." We talked a little while. I found he

was a graduate of the University of Dublin, a splendid scholar, who
had had a ripe and a rich experience, and had traveled the

world over. Finally I said, "Are you a Christian?" "Well, yes and
no; I believe in the Christian's God; I believe in the Christian's

?>ible ; I believe in the Christian's Savior, that He is divine : and
I believe that I am a poor sinner, and I suppose the only help for .-i

man is in Jesus Christ, but I have never yielded my life to Him, I

never have accepted Him. I never have allowed Him to dominate
me,—no, I am not a Christian." He was an artist, he was a scholar,

he had been helped socially, but the important part of his nature had
lain dormant, it was allowed to go to sleep and almost die, and here

was this poor man ! I telephoned to a restaurant to give the fel-

low all that he could eat but no money. He begged for some money,
and T refused it, and he passed out and was gone. I mention this

to show that apart from having that which we call the spiritual ele-

ment, the dominating power of the spirit of Christ, in the life, there

is a sad and a woful lack, and everything may come to nought.

The Sunday-school is a spiritual force. It must be so for three

reasons. I will use an agricultural illustration because we are in

the midst of the richest agricultural country in the world. First,

because of the seed that the Sunday-school sows, which is the Word
of God ; it is spiritual ; it has the element of life ; it has those ele-

ments of perpetuation ; and so from those very elements, so full of

promise, we are assured that if the seed can be cast into good soil

and watched over by a proper husbandman, it shall grow and
develop and become a tremendous power. I was going north to
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get away from the hay-fever last summer ; I did not know where T

might go or how far from civilization. I took my Bible,—-that .is

my constant companion, it has been with me in four continents ; I

took a little volume of Shakespeare that was given me as a birth-

day present some time ago ; and I took a little copy of Burns that

a good old Scotch elder of mine gave me with his blessing before

he was touched by the angel finger of translation. I am a great ad-
mirer of Burns ; I admire his genius—'when I think of his irregulari-

ties a flush of shame comes to my cheek—but I admire the spirit of

democracy so strong in his "For a' that and a' that," and away up
there, waiting until the frosts should permit me to come home, I

read Burns occasionaJly and Shakespeare once in a while,—I think
there is a good deal of the Gospel in Shakespeare, and I love to

think of the genius that wrote it ; but when I was tired of Bums
and of Shakespeare, how my heart would warm when I would re-

member that I had the Bible that my family had given me one
Christmas, and that I prize above all things outside of my family

because it has been to me a blessing and a source of inspiration and
of wisdom ; and so this Book, by the spiritual truth, the seed truth

in it. warms the heart and stirs the soul. Some of you have been
to Hawarden, the home of Gladstone. They showed me the little

Bible w-hich he had kept in his bedroom. I took it in my hand,

and on the fly leaf was. "'Open thou mine eyes that I may behold

wondrous things out of thy law." The great old man prayed for

light to help him as he studied the Word of Truth. Then I turned

over further, "Thy word is truth." It is truth alive with divine

power, and it stirs the heart and it quickens the life. There Is

something in the good old Word of God, that our fathers and
mothers read and loved and had under their pillows when they

died, that warms the heart and quickens the life and will develop

the character of the boys and girls and show itself in marvelous

spiritual power. Second, it must be so because of what I would
call the sowers. It is a blessed thing when a man understands his

work. I have a friend who has tried a good many things and has

not been a great success. He tried to preach once, but he was not

a success ; he said that they paid him in hay and old clothing, and

the pay-dav was a long way ofif . and he quit ; and he tried farming,

but at it he was no more of a success, so he gave it up. He did

not understand the seed or the soil, and he gave up in despair. The
sowers of this seed, who are they? I am not here to throw bou-

quets.—it is not necessary that I compliment this splendid body of

workers in the. Lord's vineyard: you would not thank me for doing

so ; vou onlv want recognition from the hands of the Lord ; but I

do thoroughly believe, as much as I believe in my existence, that

manv of the best and bravest, truest and purest and noblest among
the men and women of this great state, of which we are so proud,

the choice ones of them have enlisted under this banner of king

Immanuel. and upon the Lord's Day they gather about them their

classes and tell them the sweet and precious story of the cross

:

there is every reason to hope for victory while these good men and
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women of God shall keep the harness on, and in the name of Jesus

shall push the battle to the gate.

Third, it is a spiritual force because of the soil into which the

seed is being sown. I met a professor from the university, and I

asked him about a new process of inoculating or preparing the soil

for the seed so that large crops could be grown after our fathers

or others who had worked the soil, had given it up as utterly worth-

less. He gave me some interesting information of great value to

me but of more practical value to a farmer. A good elder of mine,

not long ago, was called home to his reward. Just a month before

he died he dropped into my study and handed me a letter. He look-

ed dejected. It was from his old home in New Jersey ; it was from
an intimate friend ; they had been boys together ; among other

things he wrote: "Do you remember the Johnson farm? it sold the

other day for twenty-five dollars an acre." And he said to me,
"Good friend, the improvements on that farm were not put there

for twice that amount ; I can remember when that farm changed
hands at $125.00 per acre, when I was a young man, and I feel

depressed." The soil of that farm needed inoculating. The soil

in which the seed of the Word of God is sow-n, or upon which these

sowers are working, has not been impoverished, the younger por-

tion of it ; it does not need any inoculation with any outside matter.

Something was said here today about interest on the investment.

Sometime ago a little boy in our Sunday-school, aljout ten or eleven

years of age, wanted to unite with the church. He talked with his

mother, and she was trying to hold him back, fearing that he did

not understand himself, and she asked him some questions : she

wanted to know who was the greatest men in the world? and he

said, "Mr. Mills and Dr. Penhallegon." O, he knew the Scriptures

well, and I surmise that there was a little bit of irony in the breast

of the young hopeful when he made the answer. But we found

afterwards that the little fellow was hungry for the church ; he

wanted to come in. There is danger in these days when we are

teaching the Bible as literature, as history, that we may possibly

miss the mark. Across the water they tell the story of a little boy

who went in hungry to his mother one day and said, "Mother, I am
as hungry as a wolf ; I must have something to eat." "What will

you have?" "Give me some bread and give me some 'am." "You
should not say 'am

;
you should say 'am." .-Xnd the father was read-

ing a newspaper back there, and he said, "They both think they are

saying 'am, don't they?" The danger is that the point may be

lost, that we may not see it, and fail when we are teaching the

literature of the Bible, its biography and its geography.—and I

wish we were all more familiar with them—but when we have stop-

ped there we have missed the mark and we have failed to take the

last step and to do the important thing, which is the great aim and
p^^rpose of the Sunday-school. So here is this soil ready, here the

seed is ready, here the sowers are ready, and here in this great needy
world, with the promise of God before us. haven't we every reason

to believe that this Sundav-school orgfanization shall in the future.
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as in the past, exert a tremendous and an incalculable influence in

bringing the world back to God? A few weeks ago, down in our
own church, we were gladdened by a large addition one Sunday.
There had been no special evangelistic meetings ; there had been
union meetings a short time before ; but our hearts were gladdened
by receiving seventy-one new members on that Sabbath morning.
Of course we rejoiced and our church was greatly stirred, and we
felt that God had been very gracious to us. I said to my assistant,

who is a godly woman, "Let us see what proportion of these are from
the Sunday-school." She said. "I know how many.—sixty-seven."

I made further inquiries, and I found that of those who came into

the church that Sunday morning one hundred per cent had been
raised in the Sunday-school and had got its inspiration and stimu-

lus. The next day I called upon an old man eighty-three years
old. I found him sitting up in his room. He had been reading the

morning paper which gave an account of our reception of those

members, and the old man stretched out his hand and said, 'T want
to congratulate you ; that was a blessed thing yesterday, that you
got so many of them." I said, "Yes many of them are from the

Sunday-school, young people from ten away up to seventy." "O,
well," he said, "from the Sunday-school, it was that I came." He
thus bore testimony to the spiritual force of the Sunday-school and
made the open confession that he had been brought to Christ along
this same line. Here is where there is a field, let us rejoice in it;

here is the field of God ; let us be thankful that He comes and says

"Go work today in my vineyard." Let us enter through this open
door and believe that the kingdoms of this world shall become the

kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ. O, shall it not be ours

to come up to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against

the mighty?

"Onward, onward, be our motto,

—

There's no time for standing still

;

Let us work and love and cherish

With a hearty free good will.

Onward in the path of progress,

—

Life is but a little span,

—

Surely we can all do something.

Up then, up then, to a man.

Onward, onward, death is coming,

—

There's no time to throw away;
Let us then begin the present,

Work while it is called today.

Onward then in love to Jesus,

Onward then in love to man,
Onward then in all good actions,

Onward, do what good you can."

Mr. W. B. Jacobs offered a fervent prayer, and the convention

was declared adjourned.
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ILLINOIS GRf^DURTES.

CLASS MOTTO
U'hatsoi'Z'cr th\ hand Undcth to do. do it rvith thy might.

CLASS OFFICERS—1905

President—Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner. Secretary—Miss Nome Ellis

Mrs. Arthur E. Northrop, ll'heaton, Secy. State Teacher Training Dept.

FULL COURSE GRADUATES.
CIiieaK'o

Mrs. Inford .Smith
Henry F. Cope
Martha Kirner
Soren Nielson
\'era Miller
Mrs. E. Ij. Green
Emma Robinson
Mrs. C. \'an Dyke
Henrietta Clow
Henry P. Landeck
Mrs. Annie R. Kean
Katie Kuehnl
Lula V. Sanger
Charlotte B. McKeon
Mary L. Mason
J. W. Larson
A. J McDermid
Mrs. A. J. McDermid
Florence Kronmeyer
Edna Radke
Maud Rieder
Katie Schuman
Mary Werner
Sophia .\dams
Anna Kindelberger

ChninpnlKn
Clara Hines
Ernest H. .Scott

TuMcola
Rev. I. .S. Stone
Cozetta Chavons
J. A. Harper

Pontine
A. A. Lowry
C. M. Lowry
Bertha E . Scott
Jessie N . Barnes

Decatur
Edwin Davis
Pearl Thonian

StoninK'tou
\'enus Holben
Mrs. M. A. Holben
Ida Krieger
Stella Sailsbiir>-

Grace Schrantz
Lelah Johnson

ArrowHiiiitli

Mrs. .S. E. T-awrence
Mrs. M. S. Wise
Mrs. W. E. Scott
Mrs. C. B. Johnston
Bertha Johnston
Helen .\. Kennedy

CbfcaKO
W. S. Ford
Jeanette I. I'ratt

Sven Svenson Hall
.Alfred S. Horlick
Florence M. Hutton
Elsie Jamieson
Nellie Johnson
Mrs. L W. Stevens
W. H. Fleming
Mrs. F. E. Hopkins
.\nna .\ . Hopkins
Margaret Hutchinson
Mrs. M. \'. Mcnton
Mary WilsoA
Gertrude L. Kelsey
J. Mark Newell
Barbara G. Clark
W. P. Ellis
Nellie Ton
Nellie \'ander Starr
Miss E. C. Brown
Mrs. Evelvn Keen
S. R. Bailey
Laura Scott

Cntlin
Mrs. J. W. Boggess
Mabel Jones
Edna Snell
Grace \'. Jones

Naiierville

Lawrence Sohl
W. A. Gueflfroy
Ella Hummel
Carrie Johnson
Mrs. C. J. Zager
Mrs. .\. C. Gegen-

heimer
.\ugust H. Rux
W. C. Gunther
B. O. Maschman
John Burn
i). C. Ostroth
.Marie Gocker
Mrs. C. E. Maves
G. W. Engelter
Mrs. C. E. Werner
Gertrude Rickert

Millersville

Chloral Knott
Nellie Funk

Elsrin
Dorothy Bockins
Lillian Webb
Maude Yarwood
Hope Benson
Eleanor S. Fairchild
Ella Andrews
F^ouise G. Wagner
Bessie B. Ward
Florence Landborg

HlndNboro
Mrs. Maggie Skid-

iTiore

Ora Skidmore

IndivIdiialM

Walter Mitchell
Martinsville

John H. Davis
Springfield

Flora Sadler
Stonington

Nonie Ellis

Farmer City
Mrs. Mary F. Bryner

Peoria

PARTIAL COURSE GRADUATES.
Elizabeth Bragdon
Mary Hargreaves
Ellen Johnson
Emma Shima
Geo F. Falley
.-\deline Baker
C. v.. Bucher
Louis Owen
Nelson .\. Pierce
Miss C. .\. Sloate
Mrs. Ella Lutz
William Roy
1). L. Hodson
W. E. Rowel 1

T. H. Watson
Etta Wetzel
M . L . Coons
.\melia Nelson
Wm . R . Thompson
Mrs. Flora White
Mrs. Nellie White
Mrs. Edwin N . Dav
W^ R. Timhcrlake'
Florence M. .Vrnold/
Lillian Bethel
Belle Ellis

Mrs. Sarah Rockford
Sigrid Hague
Edla Jackson
Matilda L Birn
H. C. Hylleberg
Martenna Peterson
Esther Brandned
May Reincke
Mary I'liblow

Fred'k Corneliuston
H. P. Johnson
Jennie Si. Peterson
H. D. Pierson
Ella R. Rosengren
H. C. Wickolm
Ottilie Sieverson
Thora Sieverson
lennie Rose
Mrs. -Mta Mock
Olive Rumsey
Mrs. T. C. Warrington
Christine Meirdirks
Mamie McLaughlin
Walter Raabe
T. J. Sanders
Harry Stilling

Mrs. Clara Ridenour
Mrs. Nella F. Ford
Mrs. F. Southwick
Mrs. F. P. Vose
H. H. Gill

W. D. Kies
Rosa Safbom
.\nnie .Mien
Kate Landeck
Sophia Kittleson
Harriet B. Jones
.\ngie E. Robertson
Dora Koll
D. R. .Anderson
Kathryn .\. Kletzing
E. C. Plumley
.\nna Sundberg
Edith .\brahamson
Naomi .\nderson
Ruth Johnson
Anna M. Peterson
Stella Chancy
Esther Olson
Mrs. Ida Iloerbcr
Mrs. M. V'anlnwegen
Helen Hamilton
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Charles H. Sagar
Mrs. Myra B. Nichols
Lillian M. Berry
Edwina P. Borland
Aloys Bernhart
\\'m. H. Nichols
Lula V. Sanger
Alice Boynton
Geo. A. Stover
Fay Ware
Edward Watrv
Caroline F. Arnold
Edwina Greenwood
Mrs. J. \V. Radford
Martha Van Heine
S. L. Wright
Maude L. Ames
F. H. Harnden
Mrs. C. W. Webster
Theresa Roll
Orpha M. Smith
Irene Garrett
Harry M. King
Annabelle Owens
Mrs. A. J. Reed
Louise Rautman
W. W. Kammerling
Mrs. J. G. Woodman
E. H. May
(lussie Olson
Louise Sargent
Ruthanna Simms
Mrs. John Cox
Leia M. Scott
Earl W. Albright
Ida S. Gage
Eva B. Morris
Mary Thompson
Georgia Burnham
Mary Ireland
Florence Kirk
Alice Montague
Mrs. Niels Olson
Charlotte Thearle
Hattie T. Allers
Stella M. Ayres
Kittie Hogaii
Kate Janes
Xancy F. Janes
Lillie Kerr
Frieda Miller
Lillie Morris
Helen Reker
Leone Russell
Lucie F. Russell
Grace M. Rowley
Mattie B. Ward
May Blodgett
George Bristol
Harrv Chatterton
Robert Heath
Cecilia Harris
Jessie Hartwig
Vera Kirkpatrick
Elvina Leslie
Elsimore Robertson
N'era Sale
Mrs. Carrie French
Clara Freitag
:\rrs. Sarah A. Schardt
Mabel Holmes
Louis Holmes
Elizabeth M. Storev
Elizabeth Parker
Jessica F. Elliott
yi. C. A. Stone
Xellie E. Mitchell
Florence L. Duguid
Florence L. Duguid
Rev. A. R. E. Wyant
Mrs. Louise H. Wyant
Mrs. Ellen W. Burgess
J. B. Clark
Carrie C. Olson

12

Elsie Schobinger
Nona G. Finnev
Constance Edwards
M. Estelle Turner
Sadie B. Rector
Kathryn Gettle
Bertha Kiehl
Minnie Emery
Edna Hendricks
Annie Emery
June Southwick
Laura Inmann
Twila Chestnutt
Cherrie Sly
L. A. McKee
W. R. Chestnutt
A. P. Parker
F. R. Mason
C. A. Robbins

BlandlnHville
Rosa Knoedler
Ethyl Hainline
Hazel Kreig
Bessie Bond

Pontlac
Lucy Lowry
Etta Brown
EH Pierce
Clara Babb
Leon Peterson

Champai^rn
Myrtle Moss
Elia Blackburn

Dixon
Carrie Shippert
Cora Miller
Lena Miller
Gertrude Heckraan

Tascola
William Mitchell
Mrs. Maude Harper

Monmonth
Henry H. Oliver
Gertrude Phelps
Minnie Shields
Ethel Call

Harvel
Mrs. Adena Brakhane
Clara Hitchings
Clara Reineke
Harvilla M. Carey

Catlin
Agnes M. Boggess
Charles W. Wherry
Maude Muncie
Hugh L. Carroll
Minnie E. White
George Hein
Mrs. Elsie McGregor

E^Igrln

Florence Nichols
Isa McDonald
Mabel Sauer
Grace E. Townsend
Lorabelle Burdick
Ruth M. Phillips
Claire Vanderveer
Esther J. Harwood
Hattibelle Mink
Olive Mink

Decatur
Grace Baker
Ora Baker
Eva Jackson
Maude Connett
Tony Connett
Roy Baker
Ernest Baker

Cedarvllle
Bertha Smith
Ida Smith
Mabel Kryder

Trimble
Geo. W. Wilson
H. C. Hollingsworth
J. M Hollingsworth
W. H. Hoskinson
Beulah Ferguson
Roma Hollingsworth
Mrs. G. W. Wilson

Dlvemon
Mrs. J. H. Brown
Grace B. Brown
Lorena F. Patterson
Ina Nichols
Minnie Reichart
D. H. Starkweather
Lillie Kestler
Louise H. McTaggar)
James Thain
Mrs. James Thain

]Vaper\IlIe
Mrs. M. Weber
Geo. W. Weidemier
Herman A. Thiele
Mrs. S. F. Hilgenfeld
Mrs. B. O. Maschman
George F Courrier
Ada Schaefle
M. Weber

Eamt St. Louis
Robert Ringer
Beulah Bridges
Elizabeth Kirkwood
Carrie Goeglein
Rev. Howard Billman
Elizabeth Doughty
Curtis Reedy
Bertha Kammler
Emma M. Goeglein
Goldie Fansler
Adele M. Ash
Elsie Hess
William R. Cooper
Tillie Rosenthal

Panola
Mrs. Harvev Holt
Mrs. Ella Holt

Hanna City
E. B. Couch
M. Elsie Couch
Olive Blackman
Libbie Hudson
Mrs. Rindbleisch
Margaret Price
Mrs. S. C. Fillev
Mrs. Ethel E. Kelley

Rid^efamt
Mary Bines
Lee Fletcher
Fannie Coe
Rata Kegley
.\my Cretoes
Florence Newlin

Reno
L. E. .Mexander
Rev. .Mlison Hunter
Edwin Hunter
Blanche .Armstrong
Dessa Johnson
Ethel Stanton
Loy .Mexander
Hattie Koonce
W. F. Dressor
Herbert Alexander
Mrs. Z. E. Alexander

Macon
Edna J. Hill
Sadie McMillan

Mlllersvllle
Harry Large
Mrs. Cena Large
Belva Large
Bertha Davis
Emma Gardner
Dessie Large

Macomb
Bessie Allen
Henry P. Kettron
Alva P. Taylor
Myrtle Kirk
R. Isaac Euprev
Nelle Gilmore
Belle Gilmore

Urbana
Mrs. Estelle Watson
Mrs. Minnie E. Black
Mrs. Orpha Bonner
Mrs. Rebecca Boone
Mrs. Emma Howser
Mrs. Maude Jerauld
W. W. Jerauld
Amelia Kreuger
Mrs. Lettie Leas
A. L. Marshall
Mrs. Celia X. Miles
Mrs. Frankie Saffell
George R. Sampson

Donnellson
Mrs. -A. P. Lasswell
Mrs. Julia E. Boone
Lizzie Finley

Arrowsmlth
Lizzie A. Reid
John H. Reid
Lillie Stiger
Charlie Stiger

Indlanola
Rev. A. G. Blunk
Irma B. Snvder
Fred H. Gi'bbs
Ethel Smith
Mrs. A. G. Blunk
Rena Goodwin
Samuel Baldwin
Blanche Page
Anna Sanders
Richard Block
Blanche E. Gorman
Lida Taylor

ParlM
Ross Shipman
Glen Cornwell
Leta Davis
Mabel Wells
J. D. Scully
Anna J. Vingst
Frank Herrick
Bruce Best
Marjorie Burnham
Woodson Shew
Morna Horslev
Oscar Smittka'mp
Janet Menke
Bessie Strickland
Beth Drake
Cecil Fauble
Ethel Black
Susie Sigler
Leona Barr
V. \'. Rardin
Mrs. Mae B. Rardin

Individuals
Alta LafFertv

DeWitt
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LIST OF DELEGATES.

FIRST DISTRICT.

Cook County.

Anderson, Miss Clara Evanston
Anderson, Miss Josephine. .Evanston
Baird, R. L Chicago
Baker, Miss Cora K Chicago
Bragg, Aliss Mary I Chicago
Bridwell, Rev. Morris H... Chicago
Burr. Mrs. Chas. A Chicago
Charles, Margaret Chicago
Christianson, Olga Chicago
Clement, A. H Chicago
Denison, Miss Stella M Chicago
Rberhart, J. S Chicago
Edmondson, J. B Chicago
Excel), Alonzo Chicago
Excell, Prof. E. O Chicago
Ferguson, Mrs. C. R Chicago
Goodrich. Mrs. J. R Chicago
Gordon, Mrs. Geo. O Chicago
Gordon, Miss Mamie Chicago
(iriffing, Mrs. C. F Chicago
Ifauck, Charles E Chicago
Haukins, Miss Henrietta. .. .Chicago
Hill, Mrs. H. L Chicago
Howell, Miss K. M Chicago
Trie, Miss Florence M Chicago
Jacobs, Miss Alice Chicago
Jacobs, W. B Chicago
Knies, C. D La Grange
Lageschulte, Miss Esther. Barrington
Larsen, Miss Dorothy Chicago
McMinn, J. N Chicago
Macmillan, Mrs. John Oak Park
McNeff, Mrs. M. H Chicago
Mann, Mrs. A. C Chicago
Mead. Mrs. C. A Chicago
Moulding. Miss Grace Chicago
Pearce. Mrs. W. C Chicago
Rasmussen. Miss Emma. .. .Chicago
Reich, Mrs. Anna Chicago
Replinger, Mrs. J. E Chicago
Ross, Mrs. Lucinda Chicago
Sherman, Miss Adah X Chicago
Smith. Mrs. James R Chicago
Smith. Mrs. Julia E Chicago
Standlee, Mrs. Flora C Chicago
Steele. Rev. John Chicago
Stukenherg. Miss Cora M... Chicago
Sundell, Miss Mary Chicago
iurner. Miss Bessie Chicago
Van Buskirk, Miss Beatrice. Chicago
Van Fleet, Miss Margaret .. Chicago
Vastine. Miss Marjorie J... Chicago
Vastine, Sedgwick S Chicago
Walker. Miss M. M Clyde
Weaver. Charles L Chicago
Webster, Mrs. C. N Chicago

Webster, Mrs. Louise Chicago
Webster, W. H Chicago
Whitson., John La Grange
Wilson, Dr. S. A Chicago
Wilson, Mrs. Florence B.... Chicago
York, George W Chicago
Youker. J. Clayton Oak Park

Du Page County.

Arnold. Arthur T Wheaton
Norris. Mrs. A. J West Chicago
Xorthrop. Mrs. Arthur E.. Wheaton
Schott, Dr. L J Naperville
Snyder. Miss Juniata C. . .Xaperville
Wilson, Alonzo E Xaperville
Woodring, E. S Xaperville

Grundy County.

Blodgett. J. F Gardner
Tiake County

Bvers, Rev. Arthur J.. Prairie View
Clark. C. B Deerfield

Darby. Mrs. Anna. . .Diamond Lake
Everett, Francis D... Highland Park
Everett. Mrs. F. D... Highland Park
Marshall. Mrs. Edw Waukegan
Xoerenberg, Mrs. W. .Highland Park
Underwood, Mrs. W. T

Highland Park

Will County.

P.ronson. Mrs. L. G Joliet

Lichtenwalter. H. H Manhattan
Xye. R. H Elwood
Savage. Mrs. Mary L Marley

SFCOXD DISTRICT.

Boone County.

Bradfield, Rev. George. .. .Bel videre

Warren. E. W Belvidere

De Kalb County.

Morris. Rev. W. B De Kalb
Riddle. F De Kalb
Speer. Rev. J. A Sandwich
Stone. Mrs. James E Malta

Kane County.

Castle. Howard P Elgin

Cook, David C, Jr Elgin

Kee. Mrs. Walter D Elgin

Shedden. Samuel Elgin

Tompkins, Miss Flormce Elgin

McHeni-y County.

Jones. Mrs. Kate G....Crv«tal Lake
Miller. Dr. C. C Marengo
Teckler. Charles L.... Crystal Lake
Teckler. Mrs. Chas. L. Crystal Lake
Roan. Miss Anne M Hebron
Tnttle. Mrs. C. E. H Ringuood
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Winnebago County.

Brouse, O. R Rockford
Graves, Frank Rockton
Graves, Mrs. Frank Rockton
Messner, R. C Rockford

THIRD DISTRICT.

Carroll County.

Blough, Noah Mt. Carroll

Jo. Daviess County.

Lewis. Miss Matie E Warren
Spensley, R. M Galena

Lee County.

Kay, Miss Ethel M Dixon
Kay, Mrs. Mary L Dixon

Ogle County.

Geeting, F. A Polo
Medlar, Miss Vina Oregon
Walkup. Miss Edith E Oregon

Stephenson County.

Thrall, Rev. W. Gardner. .Freeport
Thrall, Mrs. W. Gardner. .Freeport

AVIiiteside County.

Baer, B. R Sterling
Helms, Henry Sterling
Mclntyre, Rev. Lewis Morrison
Miller, Hugh Sterling
Pierce, Rev. J. A Sterling
Philips, L M Sterling
Trouth, Theo Sterling

FOURTH DISTRICT.

Henry County.

Lay. H. T Kewanee
Schoettler, John A Cambridge
Thomsen, Rev. Ludwig. .Cambridge

Knox County.

Wright, Rev. Cyrus A Altona

Mercer County.

Bridgeford, C. W Joy
Clark, Miss Mae Sherrard
Cummins, Miss Deborah P. .Aledo
Edwards, Wallace Sherrard
Elhart, Mrs. Edith Aledo
Hoover, Rev. Frank W... Sherrard
Zude, Miss Clara A Sherrard

Rock Island County.

Bracker, Aliss Mabel Hillsdale

Eipper, Miss Rosa.... Port Byron
Gear, Rev. Sylvester L .. .Hillsdale

Lasswell, Rev. W. P. .Illinois City

Liphardt, Miss Mamie Hillsdale

McKown, E. B Rock Island

Stark County.

Baker, J. H Toulon
Lyon, Miss Bertha D Toulon
Reed, Rev. J. George. .. .Ca^tleton

FIFTH DISTRICT.
Bui-eau County.

Alford, Rev. J. A J iskilwa
Atkins, Rev. N. W Buda
Canfield, Rev. O. T Walnut
Stebbins, Rev. C. E Princeton

La Salle County.

Beeby. Rev. Wm. H La Salle
Campbell, Rev. Donald K... Ottawa
Crosiar, Eli I Utica
Hawley, C. L Mendota
Moser, Henry Sheridan
Olson, Edwin J Peru
Schultze, B. R Ottawa
Thompson, Will W Tonica
Thurber, Burton H Marseilles
Thurber, Truman G ^larseilles

Marshall County.
Lapp, Rev. H. I Lacon

Putnam County.

Dysart, Leslie C Granville
Fisher, A. D Granville
Fisher, Mrs. A. D Granville
Foley, Mrs. E. F Granville
Hecht, A Magnolia
Mills, Abel Lostant
Morrison, Miss Minnie J. .Granville
Olson. Edwin Granvilhj

SIXTH DISTRICT.
Ford County.

.\nderson, Swen Sibley
Barker, Miss Elsa Mae.. Gibson City
Beadles, Rev. Wm. T Paxtoii
Beighle, Miss Eula Roberts
Braumann, Mrs. Anna. . Pipi^r City
Buchner, C. J Gibson Citv
Collier, Mrs. J. H Gibson Citv
Craine, Rev. W. H Melvin
Craine, Mrs. W. H Melvin
Golden, Rev. J. R Gib.^on City
Hunt, Miss Delia Melvin
Kerr, Rev. T. D Elliott

Knapp, Dr. C. W Gibson City
Koon, Miss Ina Roberts
Livingston, Mrs. T. I.. Gibson City
Lowrv, Miss Elizabeth. .Gibson Citv
McKinney, W. O Piper City

McKinney, Mrs. W: O... Piper City
Payton, .A^. D Gibson City
Payton, Mrs. Arthur D.. Gibson City.

Pence, Mrs. J. A Gibson City

Simnis, Mrs. W. H.... Gibson City

Stutzman. Mis-^ Lillie Roberts
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Iroquois County.

Baylor, H. P Onarga
Boice. E. U Buckley
Burdick, Miss Carrie L....Watseka
Burson, Drucie E Onarga
Campbell, Miss Margaret A. .Oilman
Carter, Miss Jennie Ashkum
Comstock, W. H Ashkum
Dick, W. J Watseka
Edmonds, Mrs. C. R Oilman
Frazae, Arthur W Ridgeville

Matkin, O. E Watseka
Parker, D. L Oilman
Smith. Rev. W. D Watseka
Wilcox, H. M Onarga

Kankakee County.

Bartlett, Miss Bertha Herscher
Bonfield. Mrs. Wesley. .. .Kankakee
Davis. Mrs. Lee Kankakee
Evans. Rev. B. B Kankakee
Risser. Mrs. R. G Kankakee
Schrefflen Wm. M Bradley
Stone, Mrs. H. M Kankakee
Winters, Mrs. J. C Kankakee

Livingston County.

.-\ndre\vs, Miss May Pontiac
Caldwell, J. A Pontiac
Cottingham, Miss Carrie. .. .Pontiac
Dahl, Miss Anna Pontiac
Dowrie, Miss Mary Pontiac
Fields. Thos Chatsworth
Spencer, Mrs. J. A Dwight
Tliompson, Miss Frances. .Flanagan
Wasmuth, Rev. Edward .... Pontiac

McLean County.

Augsberger. A Saybrook
Chapin. Miss Blanche Holder
Clearwaters, Rev. J. F. . .Bellflower
Coleman. Miss Emma. .Bloomington
Crosby, Miss Mattie Hey^vorth
Downs, Miss Sadie. .. .Bloomington
Espy, D Arrowsmith
Oivens, John P Heyworth
Guthrie. Mrs. P. A. .. .Bloomington
Hall, Lulu Barrett Heyworth
Hall. Arthur F Heyworth
Hartenbower, Vinto. . . .Bloomington
Heck, Miss Lillie M. . .Bloomington
Heller, Miss Gertrude V.... Normal
Tnman. O. D Saybrook
Lawton. Miss Rae Bloomington
Loch, Mrs. C. C Bloomington
McMackin, Henry Saybrook
Mace, Miss L. Ingram. .Bloomington
Maior, Mrs. Sadie Arrowsmith
Marsh, Mrs. J. H Kumler
M.'illady, James Heyworth

Mallady, Mrs. Alice Heyworth
Martin, Miss Edith A. .. .Heyworth
Mast, W. A Heyworth
Muhl, Miss Gertrude. . .Bloomington
Nickerson, Miss Myrtle. .Heyworth
Owen, Leslie J Leroy
Owen, Clara E Leroy
Schertz, J. W Cropsey
Schmidt, Fred S. Jr Downs
Shultz, Charles E. M.D Colfax
Shultz, Mrs. Chas. E Colfax
Stone, Eugene Bloomington
Stone. H. O Bloomington
Storey, T. J Bloomington
Taylor, Knox P Bloomington
Turner, Mrs. Dr Heyworth
Warlow. Mrs. J. B. .. .Bloomington
Wilson, Miss Minnie M.... Normal
Wilson, J. C, Jr Cooksvillc

SEVENTH DISTRICT.

Pulton County.

Boyd, Mrs. Lucy F Lewiston
Davidson, Miss L. M. .. .Lewiston
Dressell. Miss Adelaide. .. .Lewiston

Garton, Lincoln Astoria

Garton. Mrs. Lincoln Astoria

Hendrick, Mrs. E. W. .. .Lewiston

Jameson, J. A Canton
McQuie, Miss Ada Lewiston
Morgan. O. K Canton
Spear. Miss E. L Canton
Stockley, W. Ernest Avon
Stout, Miss H. E Fairview

Peoria County.

Bean. Miss Emma J Peoria

Brown, Rev. Nelson J....Elm\vood
Bryner, Mrs. Mary Foster. .Peoria

Corkle. Miss Julia' F Peoria

Cottingham, Ira Eden
George, Rev. Benj. Y....Elmwood
Gibson, Fred I Dunlap
Hines. Chas. W Dunlap
Hines, Mrs. Chas. W Dunlap
Leach, Rev. W. J Dunlap
Munns. Mrs. E. T Peoria

Pyle, Mrs. R. C Peoria

Reagan, Mrs. W. D Peoria

Reynolds, Mrs. Wm Peoria

Stevens. Mrs. M. P Peoria

Tyng, Mrs. Lucie B Peoria

Tazewell County.

Barnett, J. A Pekin
Barnett, Mrs. J. A Pekin
Burroughs, Miss Ruth M. Washiington
Dixon, Homer Armington
Kennell, John J Morton
Smith, H. O Minier
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Woodford County.

Boswell, G. M Washburn
Eberle, S. G Kappa
Hallenbeck, Mrs. M. J... Washburn
Hamm, Miss Clara Elpaso
Ireland, Chas. H Washburn
Ireland, Frank N Washburn
Jenner, H. H Washburn
McCauIey, Chas Elpaso
Shepard, John F Elpaso
Shepard, Mrs. John F Elpaso
Stephan, Rev. H. C Elpaso
Taylor, Frank M Panola
Taylor, Mrs. F. M Panola

EIGHTH DISTRICT.

Hancock County.

Holmes, H. N Augusta
King, Miss Gertrude Augusta

Henderson County.

McElhinney, Miss Hattie Media
Speck, Miss Lura C. . . .Stronghurst

McDonough County.

Cash, Arvin Vermont
Vose, Lyman B Macomb

Warren County.

Hall. Miss Mabel Roseville

Jamieson, Rev. J. F Monmouth
Kirby, Miss Jennie Berwick
Stockley, Rev. W. Ernest Avon

NINTH DISTRICT.

Adams County.

Aleshire, Miss Jessie M. .Plainville

Brown County.

Neeland, Miss Frances Damon
Simpson, Edwin Versailles

.Simpson, Mrs. Edwin Versailles

Cass County-

Hicks, Rev. J. P Virginia

Moore, Miss Maria E. .Chandlerville

Rearick, Walter S Ashland
Sinclair, S. W Ashland
Sinclair, Mrs. S. W Ashland
Young, Rev. T. L. .. .Chandlerville

Pike County.

Bashforth, Miss Jessie. .Griggsville

Bickerdike, Miss Nannie. .Griggsville

Bolin, C. E Milton

Butterfield, Arthur W. . .Griggsville

Hake, Miss Emma N Griggsville

Johnson, Miss Minerva. .. .Pittsfield

McAnnis, Rev. S. L....New Salem
Stone, Miss Lizzie E Griggsville

Schuyler County.

Artz, Rev. J. Edward. .. .Rushville
Heitz, Mrs. Andrew Camden
Little, L. C... Rushville
Richardson, Miss Ellen. .. .Camden
Roach, H. B Rushville

TENTH DISTRICT.

Calhoun County.

Child, Miss Mary R Belleview
Foiles, Oscar Kampsville
Maxey, Rev. Irl V .Hamburg
Shipper, M. W Belleview
Wilson, Avery Hardin
Wilson, W. S Hardin

Greene County.

Berlin, Henry Carrollton
Berlin, Miss Rosa Carrollton
Boyd, Mrs. Adrienne. .. .Carrollton
Clark, Mrs. C. E Carrollton
Driver, Mrs. R. P Carrollton
Evans, Mrs. W. C Roodhouse
Hulet. Mrs. Rachel Roodhouse
Purl, O. T Carrollton
Reynolds, R. C Carrollton
Stout, John H Carrollton
Tunnell, Mrs. A. J Carrollton

Jersey County.

.\lbrecht. Rev. S Elsah
Alexander, Everett L. . . . Jerseyville

Bartlett, W. B Jerseyville

Jewsbury, E. C Jerseyville

McDow, Miss Ruth C Dow
Palmer, Orin Kemper
Peters, Luther M Jerseyville

Spencer, Miss Anna E. . .Jerseyville

Sunderland, Louise J. .. .Jerseyville

Macoupin County.

Francey, Miss Maggie. .. .Staunton
Morreli. Wm Palmyra
Otwell. Mrs. W. H Plainview
Shires. Frank M Chesterfield

Morgan County.

Day, Wm. E Jacksonville

Dunlap, Miss Olivia G. .Jacksonville

Kelley, Mrs. Thomas Chapin
McKean, Herbert A Woodson
Pires, Joseph H Jacksonville

Rawlings, Miss Amanda Jacksonville

Swain, Arthur Sinclair

Welborn, Mrs. Henry. .Jacksonville

Scott County.

Dawson. .-Mva W Winchester
Eble, Miss Eliza Winchester
Hart, Miss Letha Winchester
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Kellty, Miss Ina Merritt

Linkins, Miss Tina Naples
Moore, Miss Ollie F BluflFs

Quintal, Miss Mabel Bluffs

Reese, Mrs. G. W Bluffs

Rimbey, H. Q Winchester
Webb, Rev. C. W Winchester

ELEVENTH DISTRICT.

Christian County.

Abel), M. E Taylorville

Bennington, J. M Assumption
Breese, R. T Morrisonville
Crites, Miss Lily Morrisonville

De Barr, Miss Irma. .. .Taylorville

Drake, Cornelius Stonington
Flood, Miss Clara. .. .Morrisonville

Gilbert, Mrs. Douglas A Pana
Gilbert. Newport Pana
Hart, H. P Roby
Hinistedt, R. A Boody
Long, I. L Assumption
Marshall. Mrs. A. A. .. .Taylorville

Metzel, Rev. George V. . . .Owaneco
Mitchell. Miss Delia. .. .Taylorville

Overmeier, T. G Mt. Auburn
Parker. C. M Taylorville
Rankin. Rev. E. P. .. .Morrisonville
Rigg. Miss Carrie A. . . .Edinburg
Sharp, Miss Emma Sharpsburg
Sheldon, S. M Sharpsburg
Torrey, Miss Mabel A. .Taylorville

Logan County.

Armstrong, Mrs. Andrew. . .Beason
Armstrong. Miss Laura M.. Beason
Barnett, Mattie Lincoln
Barr. Miss Grace Atlanta
Bergen, Mrs. Nellie S Lincoln
Bowles. Charles R Emden
Cheek, Mrs. Carrie Mt. Pulaski
Chittick, Miss Gertrude Beason
Curry. J. C Beason
Curry, Mrs. J. C Beason
Curry, Mrs. W. S Beason
Follis. W. L Mt. Pulaski
Follis, Mrs. S. M Mt. Pulaski
Fink, Miss Anna Lincoln
(iardner. Miss Belle Beason
Gardner, Miss Maggie Beason
Gelsthorp, Miss Edna Beason
Gelsthorp, Mrs. Lou Beason
Gingry, Mrs. Kate Mt. Pulaski
Gingry, Miss Matie Mt. Pulaski
Greer, T. W Mt. Pulaski
Guttery. Miss Sadye E. .Middletown
Harrison. Miss Katie E..Mt. Pulaski
Heller. C. A Mt. Pulaski
Hieronymous, Miss Vene. . .Atlanta
Hoose, Miss Hazel Atlanta

Houser. Miss Feme ; . . Atlanta
Humphreys, Maurine L Lincoln
Jones, Miss Olive Beason
Keirn. Miss Margaret E.... Beason
Keyes, Miss Etta Beason
Keys, Mrs. J. W Beason
Lappin, Mrs. Clara E Atlanta
Lappin, S. S Atlanta
Lappin. Frank Atlanta
Lappin, Paul Atlanta
McHenry, R. H Beason
"McHenry, Mrs. R. H Beason
Mcintosh, W. D Lincoln
McKown, Mrs. Minnie Atlanta
McMahan, Miss Ella....Mt. Pulaski
McNeill, Mrs. J. C, Jr. .. .Harness
Miller, C. J Atlanta
Parker. Mrs. Alice Beason
Reise, Frank B Atlanta
Robinson. Miss Edythe Beason
Ryan, Mrs. P. H New Holland
Splain, P. H Beason
Splain. Mrs. Philip Beason
Wakeman, W. P Lincoln
Warmoth, Miss Ella J. .Middletown
Wiilard, Mrs. Jessie P. New Holland
Wilmert, J. J Lincoln
Wilmert, Mrs. J. J Lincoln
Zollars. Mrs. J. C Beason
Zollars, Miss Effie M Beason

Mason County.

.\dam, Mfs. Ida Forest Citv
Bell. J. W Eastoii

Benscoter, Miss Maude. .. .Teheran
Bonham. Miss Beulah Teheran
Brownell. James S Kilbourne
Clark. Miss O. A Mason City
Cook, Miss Lilla A Mason City
Conover. Miss Besse E. . .Kilbourne
Dare. Mrs. D. L Mason City

Davis, Mrs. Milton Mason City
Drake. Rev. E. A Mason City

Eaton, Thomas C Havana
Faulkner, Harry Mason City

Fergu-son, Mrs. Etta Manito
Gamber. Rev. J. H Bishop
Himmel, Geo. A Topeka
Hull. J. R... iMason City

Johnson. Martin Poplar City

Kendall, Mrs. Irene. .. .Mason City

Kennelley, Mrs. J. S Easton
Light, Miss Emma Easton
Peck. Mrs. Wm Mason City
Roll, Ralph Mason City

Roll. S. R Mason City

Samuell, Miss Bertha Easton
Samuells, Miss Lucy Easton
Sellers, Miss Anna C Topeka
Severns, Mrs. .'\nnie. .. .Mason City
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Spear, S. B Mason City
Spear, Mrs. S. B Mason City
Toland. Miss Annie Teheran
Tangman, Miss Sadie Teheran
Warnock, G. W ^lason City

Menard County.

Graham, Miss Addie F. Fancy Prairie

Hurst, Mrs. Mary F. .. .Sweetwater
King, Mrs. J. S Fancy Prairie

Montgoniei'y County.

Baker, Rev. L. L Butler
Cheek, Rev. D. W Irving
Fish, Mrs. A. E Hillsboro
Gowd}^ D. V Nokomis
Moore, Mrs. C. H Hillsboro
^loore. ^liss Bertha Hillsboro
Shoemaker, S Nokomis
Walter, G. A Hillsboro

Sangamon County.

Bickes, Miss Clara C. .. .Springfield

Brown, Mrs. J. Harvey. .. .Divernon
Clark, Mrs. O. C Springfield

Kuhl, Frank T Springfield

Moore, Frank W Illiopolis

Wortman, A. H. F Springfield

TWELFTH DISTRICT.

De Witt County.

Argo. Miss Anna Clinton

Bailey, Arthur Solomon
Baker, John Clinton

Barrick, Leila Clinton

Barrick, Mrs. W. W Clinton

Bourne, William DeWitt
Bennett. E. J Clinton

Blue. Miss Maud Clinton

Bourne, Mrs. Dora DeWitt
Breitfelder, Mrs. L. O Clinton

Brittin, Mrs. C. L Waynesville
Brittin, Miss Lou Wavnesville
Cain, Mrs. J. W ".DeWitt

Cantrall, Miss Mabel Clinton

Cardiff. :\Irs. Mollie DeWitt
Coffman, Miss Etta Weldon
Coffman. Mrs. Sarah Weldon
Cook. Miss Maggie Hallsville

Copper, ^liss Lillie Kenney
Covey, Mrs. G. E Weldon
Cox. Cornelius Weldon
Crabtree. Mrs. Lou. .. .Farmer City

Craig, Mrs. Fred Waynesville

Crang. Miss Cora Clinton

Cross, A. J Weldon
Cross, Mrs. Mattie M Weldon
Dagley, Isaac Waynesville

Dagley. Mrs. Lena Waynesville

Derrv. Miss Edna Weldon

Dillavon. Miss Lena D Lane
Dillow. Miss Bertha Weldon
Downing, James T Wapella
Edmiston, Mrs. C. R Clinton
Edmiston, Mrs. M. A Clinton
Fdw ards, Mrs. Ada Maroa
Edwards, Miss Grace Maroa
Edwards, G. H Midland City
Edwards, S. A Clinton
Ellis, Miss Nonie Farmer City
Finfrock, B. C Waynesville
Finfrock, Mrs. B. C. .. .Waynesville
Fink, Mrs. G. L Kenney
Foster, Miss Eva J Clinton
Foulke, Wilbur Farmer City
Fox. Mrs. Alice Clinton
Fox, Rev. R. E Farmer City
Freeman. Miss Susie B.... DeWitt
Fuller. Miss Bessie Fullerton
Fuller. John Clinton
Fuller, Mrs. J. B Fullerton
Glenn, Miss Lizzie DeWitt
Ginnings, Miss Mary E.. Waynesville
Griffin, Henry Clinton
Griffin, Miss Vina Clinton

Harrold. Frank E Clinton
Heffley, Mrs. Belle Weldon
Heiserman, Miss Katie Kenney
Helmick, A De Witt
Helmick, A. R De Witt
Helmick, Miss Dora DeWitt
Hendin. Theo Clinton
Holmquist, Miss Katie Weldon
Hopkins. Mrs. M. S Clinton
Hull. J. C Wapella
Hull. Ernest K Wapella
Hunt. Mrs. W. T Wapella
Ives, Mrs. Carle Wapella
Ives, Mrs. Maggie Clinton

Ives. Ora C Wapella
Jackson. Miss Effie B Clinton

Jenkins. Miss Nellie Clinton
Johnson. Roy H Leroy
Jones, Mrs. Nettie Waynesville
Jones, Waldo Farmer City

Kelley. Miss .-Knna Weldon
Kent. Morton Farmer City

Kent. .Mrs. Morton. .. .Farmer City

Kissack. John Farmer City

Knight. Mrs. E. D Farmer City

Lackwell. Miss Ginevra Clinton

Lahr. Mis>; Bertha Kenney
Lahr. Miss Edith Kenney
Latimer. Miss Clara Wapella
Lemen. Miss Grace Birkbeck
Lemen, J. \V Birkbeck

Lemen. M. J Birkl>eik

Lindsey. J. .\ Farmer City

Lockett. D. S Clinton

Lockett. Mrs. D. S Clinton

Longbrake, J. E Clinton
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Lowe, Mrs. Eugene Weldon
Lucas, Dr. J. O Clinton

McConkey, J. W Farmer City

McConkey, Mrs. J. W. .Farmer City

McElhinney, Miss Georgia. . .Kenney
McFadden. E. S Kenney
McFadden, M. B Kenney
Mclntyre, Rev. Lewis. .Waynesville
McKinney. Mrs. Eva Hallsville

Marshall, Miss Bernice. .Waynesville
Martin, Mrs. Ira Clinton

May, Jacob Clinton
Metz, Mrs. A. D Wapella
Metz, Miss Jessie Wapella
Mitchell, Henry Farmer City

Munch, Miss Ada Weldon
Munch, F. N Weldon
Munch. Miss Gertrude Weldon
O'Brien, Mrs. Alice Weldon
Parker, Miss Lucile.. . .Midland City
Perkins, Miss Maude Weldon
Pickerill. Elder L. B Deland
Purdy, Miss Cassie Farmer City
Purdy, Mrs. Dasie K... Farmer City
Randolph, D. E Kenney
Randolph, Mrs. D. E Kenney
Ringland, Mrs. .\nna Weldon
Ringland, Thos. W Weldon
Robb, P. L Midland City

Robb, Miss Luella Waynesville
Robertson, C. D Weldon
Robertson, Mrs. C. D Weldon
Robbins, Mrs. Mamie. .Midland City

Rosencrans. Delta Farmer City
Rosencrans, Miss Lelia..Farmer Citv
Rundle. W. B Clinton
Seiveking, Miss Dorothy P.. Clinton
Shaffer, Mrs. Martha Weldon
Short, Mrs. E. L Wapella
Short, Letta Wapella
Sincraugh, Miss Elva Kenney
Slick. Miss L Clinton
Smith, Miss Lorine. .. .Midland City
Smith, Mrs. G. L Clinton
Stone. Alfred E Weldon
Stone, Mrs. Jessie B Weldon
Stone, Miss Mina Weldon
Sudduth. Mrs. L. H Clinton
Svenson, Miss Hilda Clinton
Swartz. Mrs. S. M De Witt
Swearingen, Miss Julia Wapella
Swegle, Mrs. F. E Weedman
Swisher, Mrs. C. F Clinton
Tackett, Miss Mary Clinton
Taylor, A. M Clinton
Thompson. Mrs. Lee Lane
Thompson, May Kenney
Thompson, Dorma Kenney
Turner. W. T Wapella
Turner, Mrs. W. T Wapella
Tvler, John H Clinton
Walden. Miss Ada De Witt

Walden, Miss Ethel R De Witt
Walden, Miss Florence De Witt
Walden, R. T De Witt
Walden, Mrs. R. T De Witt
Walker, Chas Clinton
Watson, D. D Clinton
Watson, Mrs. H. D Clinton
Watson, Jas. G Wapella
Watson, Mrs. Jas. G Wapella
Ward, Mrs. Mary Clinton
Wasson, B. F Clinton
West, Mrs. W. G Deland
West. Miss Deland
Williams, Miss Mary Kenney
Wilson, Mrs. Kate Farmer City
Willson, Chas. R Clinton
Winslow, Mrs. Hattie Weldon
Wright, Miss Eliza Wapella
Wright, Thomas Wapella
Young, Miss Zelba Farmer City
Zeller, Rev. A. I Farmer City
Zeller. Mrs. A. I Farmer City

Macon County.

.\kers, Mrs. C. E Decatur
Barnett, J. A Maroa
Barnett, Nora Maroa
Beadles. Mrs. W. T ]>ecatur
Bean, Miss Stella P Maroa
Boggess. Rev. J. W Decatur
Bower. H. C Oreana
Bower. Miss Rosa Oreana
Brenneman, Mrs Mary .A... Decatur
Burkam, John Decatur
Burrows, J. B Decatur
Cade, Mrs. M. J Maroa
Cade, Miss Lizzie Maroa
Campbell, D. B Decatur
Celon. Miss Edora Decatur
Carnes, Percy T Maroa
Carter, Rev. George Oakley
Clark. Miss Ada E Decatur
Clemens, J. A Decatur
Conklin. Mrs. A. W Decatur
Crandall. C. C Maroa
Crane, J. W Decatur
Crocker, Mrs. John H Maroa
Currie, Jane Maroa
Dashiell, Miss Jennie Decatur
Edwards, W. S Maroa
Edwards, Miss Louise Decatur
Ennis, Rev. Royal W Maroa
Ewing, T. B Decatur
Ewing, Mrs. T. B Decatur
Floyd, E. E Decatur
Fulierton, Mrs. R. A .\rpenta

Gray. Mrs. D. W Maroa
Herrington, Mrs. Florence. .Decatur
Hinckley. Mrs. Effie Maroa
Himstedt. R. R Boodv
Hildelv. W. F Decatur
TTildelv. Mrs. W. F Dcc.ntnr
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Jockisch, Rev. A. J Argenta
Jones, Miss Bernice A. .Long Creek
Jones, Miss Lulu M Decatur
Kramer, Abram Decatur
Kramer, Mrs. A Decatur
Landreth, Mrs. T. B Decatur
Laughlin, Harry T Decatur
Laughlin, Miss Lulu L Decatur
Laughlin, Miss Mary A.... Decatur
Laughlin, P. P Decatur
Laughlin, Mrs. P. P Decatur
Long, Alex Decatur
Lvons, Elmer M Decatur
M'cCoy, Miss Ethel Oakley
:\IcLean, Mrs. W. T Maroa
Mcllruna, John Maroa
Mayberry, Peter Sangamon
Merret, W. W Argenta
Merret, Mrs. W. W Argenta
Merris, Asa Macon
Merris, D. A Oakley
Merris, Mrs. D. A Oakley
Miller, A. J Decatur
Miller, Geo. L Maroa
Milliken, Mrs. Mary N Decatur
Mills, A. H Decatur
Mills, Miss Helen E Decatur
Mills, Miss Judith Decatur
Mills. Harold E Decatur
Alontgomery, Edward Maroa
Montgomery, Miss Mary E. .Decatur
Montgomery, Will F Decatur
Muir, Mrs. G. G Decatur
Myers, Grant Maroa
Neisler, Miss La Rue Decatur
Nickey, Mrs. Mary Oakley
Nunemaker, Mrs. M Decatur
Oder. Mrs. Sue T Decatur
Peck, J. H Maroa
Penhallegon, Rev. W. H.... Decatur
Pobst. Mrs. J. W Oakley
Phillip.s, Rev. A. W Decatur
Pistorius, D. L Boody
Pistorius. Mrs. D. L Boody
Rainey, Wm Maroa
Richardson, Mrs. W. H.... Decatur
Richmond, Miss Jennie A... Decatur
Roney, J. A Decatur
Ronev. Mrs. T. A Decatur
Ruehi. Mrs. E. R Maroa
Sanders, Miss Winnora. .Long Creek
Schenck. Mrs. Will Maroa
Scott, Owen Decatur
Shastid, Essie Argenta
Shepard, Miss Minnie Oreana
.Shewmaker, Charles Argenta
Shupy, J. F Argenta
Shuey, Mrs. J. F Argenta
Simmons, Rev. A. N...Blue Mound
.Simmons. Mrs. A. N...Blue Mound
Smith, Elizabeth Decatur
Snvder. Mrs. Newton Decatur

Stare, Mrs. H. E Decatur
Sterling, Mrs. J. H Maroa
Taylor, Cynthia Long Creek
I erry, Mrs. Eugene Decatur
Tiieobald. Rev. W. W Decatur
Thrift, Grace Lorraine Decatur
Veech, John A Oakley
Wasson, Mrs. C. L Decatur
Wells, Mrs. Alice Decatur
Wheeler, James K Oakley
Whitehurst, Mrs Oakley

Moultrie County.

.\nder.son, Perry O Arthur
Edgar, Rev. J. P Lovington
Erhardt, Geo. H Arthur
Hoover, W. K Lovington
Jenne. Henry Sullivan
Jenne, Mary Sullivan
Loyd, W. G Arthur
McDonald, Mrs. Clara Arthur
.McMullin, W. I Lovington
Miller. Mrs. A. D Sullivan
Peadro, Mrs. Eva M Sullivan
Silvius. Rev. Geo. H Bethany
Smith, Rev. Geo. T Dalton City
Steck, Jacob Arthur
Stricklan, Miss Hettie Sullivan

Piatt County.

Hodman. J. L Bement
Camp. Fred Bement
Camp, Miss Emma A Bement
Carrier, C. E Deland
Carrier, Mrs. C. E. .• Deland
Carter, Miss Nelle Hammond
Clemens, Miss Mary Mansfield
Co.x, Mrs. L. C Deland
Dillon, Mrs. R. B Deland
Evans. W. R Hammond
Evans. Mrs. W. R /...Hammond
Gilmore, Mrs. Mary J Deland
Howe. Miss Martha Mansfield
Ishler, Chas. T Milmine
Jones, Miss Ethel M Deland
Kilton, Miss Estella Monticello
McLauehlin, ^frs. D. H.... Milmine
Peck, W. O Cerro Gordo
Peck, Mrs. W. O .Cerro Gordo
Shaw, Miss Myrtle. .Pierson Station
Strevey, J. E Deland
Thompson. Carl R Bement
Wise, M. E Cerro Gordo
Wisegarver, Mr";. Nona Deland

Shelby County.

Ludwig, P. G Moweaqua
McGinley, John Moweaqua
Pontius, Stanley Moweaqua
Record, Miss Mattie Windsor
SiniDson, Bert Pan-i

Stephens. Rev. W. F "Moweaqua
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THIRTEENTH DISTRICT.

Chaiiii>aign County.

Adams, J. Q Urbana
Adams, Mrs. J. Q Urbana
Aikin, Miss Laura E Champaign
Allen, Miss Sarah Champaign
Armstrong, E. B Tolono
Ater, Mrs. Donnie Urbana
Baldwin, H. E Champaign
Bane. Miss Rebecca Urbana
Block, Elmer R Champaign
Boggs, Mrs. M. J Urbana
Bracken, E. M. D Champaign
Bragg, Mrs. John Champaign
Buck, Mrs. L. D Champaign
Busey, Miss Marietta Urbana
Cain, Chas. D Champaign
Caldwell, Mrs. A. M Champaign
Carlton, W. M Champaign
Carter, Miss Daisy Urbana
Carter, Stephen Urbana
Carothers, Miss Grace. . .Champaign
Cassady, M Champaign
Chapman, F. A Champaign
Chapman, Miss Mamie. . .Champaign
Choate, Alvin St. Joseph
Clarkson. Mrs. R. J Champaign
Clotson, Mrs. J. B Champaign
Coggswell, Dr. G. E Champaign
Cole, Davis Champaign
Coon, E. G Rantoul
Cooper, Albert R Pesotum
Coppler. Miss Maude Staley
Davis. Chas. H Longview
Davidson, Mrs. Geo. W.. Champaign
Diiling. Mrs. J. B St. Joseph
Ellison. E. Y Champaign
Endicott, Mrs. M. F Champaign
Ferdmandsen, Miss Olga. Champaign
Foulks. Miss Mittie Champaign
Goodman. Mrs. F. S Champaign
Gridley. Mrs. J. P Champaign
Grimes. L St. Joseph
Hall, Mrs. E. S Urbana
Hall. J. S Urbana
Hawk, Wiley St. Joseph
Hecox. Harry Homer
Hess, Howard Homer
Hoffman. M Champaign
Huff. Miss Kate Staley
Hughes. S. K Champaign
Tnnes. Miss Mabel Champaign
Innes. Miss Myrtle Champaign
Jackson. Mrs. J. A Champaign
Jerauld. Woodson W Urbana
Jerauld. Mrs. Woodson Urbana
Johnston, Mrs. Annie Savoy
Johnston. Mrs. Virgil- W. Champaign
Jordan. Miss Illinois Savoy
Kauffman. Mrs. Geo. S. . .Champaign
Kenner. Mrs. R. B Champaign

Kenney, A. M Broadlands
Kenney, Mrs. A. M Broadlands
Knowlton, Mrs. E. M Urbana
Leas, Mrs. A. F Urbana
Liddehitter, Mrs Champaign
Lee, Mrs. Bessie W Champaign
Locke. Miss Catherine Staley
Lloyd, C. A Champaign
Lloyd, Clifford Champaign
Lloyd. Mrs. Clifford Champaign
Love. S. S Philo
Loveless, Mrs. M. J Champaign
Mathews, G. L Champaign
McMullen, Geo. D Seymour
MacWherter, Rev. R. L Tolono
Mann. Rev. J. W Philo
Mathis. Rev. R. E Seymour
Meharry. Jesse Tolono
Miller. Frank A Rantoul
Miller, Mrs. O. F Champaigpi
Moor, Mrs. G. C Champaign
Moore, Miss Nina Urbana
Morrison, Mrs. C. R St. Joseph
Moss, Miss Frances Champaign
Moss. Miss Myrtle Champaign
Nichols, Mrs Urbana
Overman. Miss Josie Champaign
Palmer, James A Champaign
Read. T. N Champaign
Pittman, J. C W Mahomet
Righter, Geo. F Champaign
Righter. Mrs. Geo. F. . .Champaign
Riley. Miss Katie Champaign
Ruark, Fred Champaign
Sando, Miss Mae M Urbana
Sando. W. H Urbana
Schweitzer, Mrs. G Urbana
Scott. Miss Elizabeth Urbana
Shawhan, George F Champaign
Shelley. Charles Tolono
Seifferman. Miss Amelia. .. .Urbana
Simonton. Miss Grace. . .Champaigfn
Smith, Miss Edith Savoy
Sterns. Mrs Champaign
Stoeffhaas, G. H Champaign
Stout, Miss Lennie Staley
Stout. Miss Lottie B Staley
Swartz. R. F L^rbana
Swinton. Miss Grace. .. .Champaign
Tipps, Mrs. Laura B. .. .Champaign
Verbeck, M. T Champaign
Vennum. Mrs. B. F Champaign
Wells, Miss Hattie Champaign
Whittemore, Miss E. M. . .Champaign

Clark County.

Adams. J. W Marshall
Adams, Mrs. J. W Marshall
Tshler, Henrv Martinsville

Porterfield. R. M Westfield

Sweet. J. A Marshall
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Coles County.

Adair, C. R Charleston
Center, Mrs. Anna Mattoon
Collins, Mrs. F. C Mattoon
Cottrell, Rev. S. K Mattoon
Ford, Miss Blanche Ashmore
Huber, A Charleston
Montgomery, Miss C. M. .Charleston
Rice, U. T. S Mattoon
White, Miss Agnes Charleston

Cumberland County.

Elstun, Miss Eva M Greenup
King, D. Alec Greenup
Mattoon, Mrs. Amy O.... Greenup
Park, Rev. D. W Woodberrv
Ruffner, A. L Vevay Park
Schiver, Airs. A Vevay Park
Shuev. Mrs. W. S Vevav Park
Taggert. B. N Hazeldell
White, E. R Neoga

Douglas County.

Akers, Herbert Newman
Bragg, Mrs. Gilbert Tuscola
Helm, C. E Hindsboro
Houts, George Fairland
Kittell. Peter Garrett
Munson, Miss Nelle E Areola
Strawn, Miss Cora Tuscola
Wagner, Miss Ruth Arthur
A¥arren. Mrs. Belle Tuscola

Edgar County.

Allison. E. Y Kansas
Behmer, E. C Kansas
Buckler. Miss Mabel Kansas
Caraway, Miss Laura A...Chrisman
Gardner, John Logan
Idleman. Rev. F Paris
McCarty, Miss Gertrude Paris
McFarland, Mrs. B. E. .. .Vermilion
McFarland. Wm. J Vermilion
Miller, George W Paris
Miller. Mrs. Geo. W Paris

Purcell. J. W Paris

Schenck, C. E Paris
Whitted, Miss Carolyn E.... Paris

Vei-miHon County.

Atwood. L J Oakwood
.\ult, Mrs. M. F Danville

Baker. Mrs. H. S Fairmount
Boggess, Miss Agnes M Catlin

Boggess. E. P Catlin

Boggess. Mrs. E. P Catlin

Donaldson, F. D Potomac
Frederick. Miss Mabel Potomac
Green. W. G Oakwood
Green, Mrs. W. G Oakwood
Hess, Miss '. Potomac
Jeffers, Miss Florence. .Georgetown

Longbrake, Rev. Elijah. .Georgetown
Longbrake, Mrs. E. H. ..Georgetown
Madden, Mrs. Martha Catlin
Morphis, J. H Catlin
Southworth, Mrs. J. J Danville
Tillotson, Miss L Potomac
Whitlock. S. H Danville
Whitlock, Mrs. S. H Danville

FOURTEENTH DISTRICT.

Crawford County.

Correll, Miss Minnie Trimble
Ferguson, Miss Beulah Trimble
Ferguson. Miss Zelpha ....Trimble
Fulton, Miss Vashti Trimble

Effingham County.

Abraham, W. M Watson
Abraham, Mrs. Wm Watson
Burkhardt, Mrs. Minnie L. .Watson
Eyestone, W. J Altamont
Hirtzel, Miss Clara Effingham
Hunter, Mrs. Mollie J Welton
Jutkins, W. J Shumway
Morton, Rev. Sami M... Effingham
Merry, G. M Eberle
Parks. S. L Dieterich
Richmond, Miss Nettie Mason
Schumaker. Charles Altamont
Sprinkle, Miss Ada Watson
Sisson, Miss Ruth Mason
Warner, Miss Alice. .. .Beecher City

Fayette County.

Crouch, J. W., Jr Vandalia
Dively, Miss Rosa Brownstown
Easterday, C. F Vandalia
Fogler, Alice E Vandalia
Fogler. W. M Vandalia
Green, J. M Shubonier
Hunt, Miss Nelle Ramsey
Jeppeson, J. P Ramsey
McDonald, Miss Agnes F...Ramsev
Pitkin, T. N Vandalia
Remann, F. G Vandalia
Ritchey, Mrs. Hattie M. .. .Vandalia
Tate, Fred R Vandalia
Welker. Will P Vandalia
Wollerman, Mrs. Mary H Vera

Jasper County.

Dunn, Jerry Falmouth
McDanicI, J. F Casey
McDaniel. Miss Lottie Casey
Robins, A. S. .

.
, West Liberty

Thomas, Wm. M Newton

FIFTEENTH DISTRICT.

Lawrence County.

Lackev, Geo. W Lawrenceville
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Marion County.

Dodds, Miss Essie Sandoval
Fulton, Thos. J Odin
Laubmayer, Mrs. Netta Odin
Nelson, Mrs. Rettie Patoka
Quayle, J. R Patoka
Vallow, Mrs. Josie Patoka

Richland County.

Hayward, Miss Eleanor Olney
McKenney, George Wynoost
Merrit, Rev. R. F Olney
Taylor, Miss Ethel N. . . .Claremont
Wilson. Miss Belle Olney
Yelch, Miss Laura Olney

SIXTEENTH DISTRICT.

Bond County.

Birge, Miss Alice Greenville
McLain, Mrs. W. A. .... .Greenville

Clinton County.

Boyer, Miss Lillian Shattuc
Mann, Mrs. N. E Shattuc

Madison County.

Haight, Mrs. Robert A Alton
Kabel^ Herman Moro
Maxfield, Mrs. O. W Godfrey

St. Clair County.

Billman, Rev. Howard.. E. St. Louis
Christie, Miss Hessie . . . .E. St Louis
Exter, Mrs. E. E Freeburg
Fox, Miss Cora C Freeburg
Hough, Charles Belleville

Keough, M. E East St. Louis
Kreppelt, Miss Clara ....Belleville

Ropiequet, R. W Belleville

Strother, Edgar E....East St. Louis
Tufts. Clarence Belleville

Washington County.

Ardrey, R. G Oakdale
Jackson, Mrs Oakdale
Haun, J. E Richview
Smith. Miss Margaret Oakdale

SEVENTEENTH DISTRICT.

Franklin County.

Dorris, L. C West Frankfort

. . , • Jackson County.

Barrow. Eugene Campbell Hill

Carlisle, Miss 'Lucinda E. .Vergennes
Easterly. H. G Carbondale
Harwood, Mrs. S. E. .. .Carbondale
McAnally, Mr§. J. T. .. .Carbondale

Pierson, J. J Murphysboro
Porter, L. A., Jr Murphysboro
Stout, Miss Mattie '.

. Ava

Jeflfer.son County.

Morrison, J. S Mt. Vernon
Roedel, Miss Mae Mt. Vernon

l*erry County.

Barr, Rev. J. E Pinckneyville
Campbell, Miss Ida. .. .Pinckneyville
Cox, Mrs. E. E. Tamaroa
Norton, Miss Julia Tamaroa
West. Mrs. J. C Tamaroa

Randolph County.

Gibson, Mrs. Emma Dennis. .Sparta
Leiper, W. R Coulterville
McClinton. James R Tilder*

Williamson County.

Campbell. Lloyd C Marion
Campbell, Mrs. L. C Marion
Capron. Miss Lulu Marion
Weedon. Rev. W. W Marion

EIGHTEENTH DISTRICT.

Edwards County.

Buxton, Dr. W. E Samsville
Curtis, James G Browns
Curtis, William Albion
Mayne. J. H Bonegap
Rude. R. H Bonegap
Stafford, Miss Mary Albion

Hamilton County.

Barter, Dr. J. S McLeansboro
Frye, Miss Bertie ....McLeansboro

Wayne County.

Baker. Mrs. David Fairfield

Chambers, Miss Mary Fairfield

Huntsbury, Rev. W Cisne
Powell. Miss Etta Mae. .. .Fairfield

Rickard, Homer A Fairfield

Tenney. Miss Grace . . . .Johnsonville
Turner. Miss Cora B.. .Johnsonville

Tucker. Rev. Jais. G Fairfield

Wilson. Mrs. Laura Fairfield

White County.

Creager, Mrs. Senora . . . .MiIIshoal.<

Seit^inger. L. D Maunie
Seitzinger. Mrs. L. D Maunie
Wylie. W. T Epworth

NINETEENTH DISTRICT.

Gallatin County.

Bonrland, Mrs. G. A Equality
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Hardin County.

Jenkins, Ernest Grossville
Jenkins, Willie Grossville
Lawrence, Abram. . . .Karbers Ridge

Saline County.

Elder, Nymphas M Harrisburg

TWENTIETH DISTRICT.

Johnson County.

Cremeans, Rolla Goreville
Layboume, H. C New Burnside
Walker, D. Esco Vienna

Union County.

Barringer, Mrs. Geo Jonesboro
Brooks, A. H Cobden
Roberts, Adolphus Lick Creek
Row, Harry R Alakanda
Draper, Rev. Geo. W Makanda

Mr. J. H. Engle. .Abilene, Kansas
Rev. Wm. Smith.... St. Louis Mo.
Rev. A. P. George.. St. Louis, Mo.
Mrs. E. Brenneman. .Hannibal, Mo.
Mr. Fred P. Wiley

Raj. Nandgaon, C. P. India
Mrs. Fred P. Wiley

Raj. Nandgaon, C. P. India

READY IN OCTOBER

For 1906.

Pocket jessons

ma Sunday S<^*^oo^

ABBANGBD BT H. R. CLISSOLD

It costs but a trifle.

It can be carried in the pocket.
It contains Title. Golden Text and all the verses of

every lesson for the entire year.

Bright Red Covers. Strong Manilla Binding.

(Scholars' Edition.
Each. .5c: Per Dozen. ."500.

Teachers' Interleaved Edition.
Each. 10c; Per Dozen. Sl.OO.

W. B. JACOBS, PUBLISHER,

132 LA SALLE STREET,

CHICAGO.
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inois Representatives at Toronto
Eleventh Internetional S. S. Convention, Jnnc 23 27. 1905.

Alexander, Mr. E. L., Reno.

Anderson, Miss Mary, Pinckneyville.

Arnold, Mr. A. T., Wheaton.
Arnold. Mrs. A. T., Wheaton.
Atwood, Mr. I. J., Oakwood.
Baylor, Mr. H. P., Onarga.
Benn, Rev. G. W., Staunton.

Bragg, Miss Mary I., Chicago.

Britton, Mr. O. B., Taylorville.

Brouse. Mr. O. R., Rockford.
Bryner, Mrs. Mary Foster, Peoria.

Burgess, Prof. I. B.. Morgan Park.

Butler, Miss Marv L., Chicago.

Cady, Rev. M. E., D. D., Evanston.

Child. Miss Mary R., Belleview.

Christie. Miss Hessie, East St. Louis.

Clark, Mr. C. E., Carrollton.

Clark, Mrs. C. E., Carrollton.

Cleland, Mr. McKenzie, Chicago.

Cook, David C, Elgin.

Cook, Mrs. D. C, Elgin.

Cope, Rev. Henry F., Chicago.
Cosby, Rev. J. A.. Aurora.
Cottingham, Mr. Ira. Eden.
Cusaac, Miss Artha, Shelbyville.

Earngey, Rev. Samuel, Rockford.
Eberhart, Rev. J. S., Chicago.

Ellis. Miss Nonie, Farmer City. •

Gaylord. Mr. A. F., Chicago.
Geistweit. Rev. W. H., Chicago.

Geistweit, Mrs. W. H., Chicago.
GofF, Rev. Chas. S., Fiatrock.

Graves. Mr. Frank, Rockton.
Graves. Mrs. Frank, Rockton.
Greenlee, Mr. D. P., Belvidere.

Hauck. Mr. Chas. E.. Chicago.
Hill, Mr. and Mrs.. Clinton.

Hill, Mrs. Herbert L., Chicago.
Heinroth, Mrs. E. M.. Chicago.
Holmgren, Mr. J. A., Evanston.
Humphreys, Rev. M., Rock Island.

Jacobs, Mr. W. B., Chicago.
Kennev. Mr. A. M., Broadlands.
Kimball, Mr. W. D., Elgin.

Kimball, Mrs. W. D., Elgin.

Kindred, Rev. C. G., Chicago.
Knapp, Dr. C. W., Gibson City.

Knapp. Mrs. C. W., Gibson City.

Lackey, Mr. G. W.. Lawrencevillc.
Laughlin, Mr. P. P.. Decatur.
Laughlin, Miss Clara, Shelbyville.

Leonard, Mr. J. W., Wlieaton.
Livengood, Rev. Z. T.. Lanark.
Lloyd, Mr. Clarence A., Champaign.
McBurney. Miss Minnie, Chicago.
McDermid, Mr. A. J., Chicago.
McDermid. Mrs. A. J., Chicago.
McKown, Rev. C. F., Athens.

Mace, Miss L. Ingram, Bloomington.
Matkin. Mr. C. E.. Watseka.
Maxfield. Mrs. O. W.. Godfrey.
Miller, Mr. E. C. Martinsville.

Miller, Mr. G. W., Paris.

Mills, Mr. A. H., Decatur.
Mills, Mrs. A. H., Decatur.
Moor, Rev. Geo. C, Champaign.
Morrell, Mr. Wm., Palmyra.
Morton, Rev. Samuel, Effingham.
Moser, Mr. Henry, Sheridan.
Muerner, Miss E. L., Naperville.

Neel, Miss Marietta, Mattoon.
Nichols. Mr. E. H., Chicago.
Olmstead, Rev. W. B., Chicago.
Pearce, Mr. W. C, Chicago.
Pearce, Mrs. W. C, Chicago.
Planert, Mrs. Harry, Thebes.
Porter. Mr. J. G.. Clinton.

Porter, Mrs. J. G., Clinton.

Pitkin, Mr. T. N., Vandalia.
Purl, Mr. O. T., Carrollton.
Purl, Mrs. O. T., Carrollton.

Rearick. Mr. W. S.. Ashland.
Rcarick, Mrs. W. S., .\sbland.

Rearick, Miss Annette, Ashland.
Richmond, Miss Nettie. Mason.
Risser, Mrs. R. G., Kankakee.
Roemer. Dr. J. F., Waukegan.
Rosecrans. Mr. A. W.. Ashton.
Rosecrans, Mrs. A. W.. Ashton.
Ruffncr, Mr. A. L., Vevav Park.
Rundle, Mr. W. B.. Clinton.
Rundle. Mrs. W. B.. Clinton.

Salter. Mrs. R. W.. Chicago.
Shasburger, Miss Emma, Chicago.
Shermerhorn, Mrs. M. W.. Chicago.
Sikking. Mr. J. B. Jr., E. St. Louis.
Sikking. Mrs. J. B. Jr., E. St. Louis.
Smith. Prof. J. H., Austin.
Smith, Miss Susie, Mason.
Snyder, Mr. A. W., Galesburg.
Spear. Miss E. Lena. Canton.
Stevens. Mrs. M. P.. Peoria.

Stewart, Rev. W. J.. Buda.
Storey. Mr. T. J.. Bloomington.
Strother, Mr. E. E.. East St. Louis.

Taylor. Dr. A. R.. Decatur.
Torrey, Miss Mabel, Taylorville.

Walter, Rev. Geo. A.. Pekin.
Waltcrick. Rev. J. H.. Mt. Carmel.
Warren, Mrs. Belle. Tuscola.
Wells, Mr. F. A., Chicago.
Wells, Mrs. F. A., Chicago.
Westfall, Mrs. Katherine, Chicago.
Wright, Rev. Cyrus A., Altona.
Wright, Mrs. Cyrus A., .\ltona.

Zanies, Mr. George F., Chicago.
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THE HOME DEPARTMENT
is NOT another "Organization" for Church

work, but

A Department of the Sunday School for the

accommodation of those who for any reason

cannot or do not attend the regular

sessions of the School.

ITS OBJECT is to secure regular and syste-

matic study of the Bible in the home by all

members of the family.

ITS REQUIREMENTS are few and easily

complied with.

ITS METHODS are practical and simple,

and can readily be adopted by any school,

whether small or large, in city, town or

country district.

HOME DEPARTMENT SUPPLIES

Aside from Lesson Quarterlies, which should

be ordered with other periodicals used by the

school, the usual supplies needed for a Home
Department are comprised in the following list.

If you expect to enroll not more than fifty

members, using five visitors, your first order

for supplies should be about as follows:

1 Invitation Leaflet, for gen'l distribution, 100. .85

2. Descriptive Circular 50 @ 50c. per 100, .25

8. Membership Cards ... .50® 25c. " .13

4. Certificates of Membership, 50® 50c. " .25

5. Combined Report and Offering Envelope, 100, .40

6. Visitor'8 Record . 5 @ 2c. each, .10

7. Visitors' Quarterly Report
Blanks 20® 50c, per 100, .10

8. The Home Department Klue Book,
(for Supt. and Visitors) 6 ® 60c. per dozen, .25

Complete outfit sent postpaid for $1 50. $1 .73

Full set of samples sent for five cents.

W. B. JACOBS, PUBLISHER,
132 La Salic St., Chicago.
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THE LOYAL ARMY PLAN
IS A SIMPLE, SENSIBLE AND WORKABLE PLAN

TO SECURE IN ANY SCHOOL

(1) Regular and Punctual Attendance.

(2) Home Study of the S. S. Lesson.

(3) Regular Offerings for the Lord's Work.
The beauty of this plan is that IT WORKS !

USED by the Editor of the Trumpet Call
se2'en years in his own School with splendid
success

ADOPTED by hundreds of Schools, and
heartily endorsed by all who have given it a

fair trial.

Descriptive Leaflet sentfor the asking'-

LOYAL S. S. ARMY SUPPLIES

Practical Workings of the Loyal S. S. Army
Plan. 2C. each; 20c. per dozen; $1 oo per loo

The Loyal Soldier's HandBook, $i oo per loo

Quarterly Certificate of Merit, 50c. per 100

Annual Diploma of Merit, 5c each; 50c perdoz

The Improved Class Book, for S. S Teachers.
5c. each; 50c. per dozen

SamfUs of aboi'e sup/>lies. including^

fmproi'ed Class Rook, sent for^ cents

Vacation Certificates for Loyal Army Schools,
per 100, 50c

The Improved Pocket Record, for Superinten-
dents Red Leather cover Price, 75 cents.

Loyal Army Roll of Honor, 10 cents each, with
seal attached for two years faithfulness, and
space for additional seals up to ten years
Price of seals(different for each year)2C.each.

Loyal Army Silver Badges, for three years
faithfulness, 40c each If sent in registered

package, loc. extra

Loyal Army Gold Badges, for five years faith-

fulness, S2.50 each

W. B. JACOBS, Publisher,
132 La Salle St., ChicaKO.



WoPth-While Helps for S. S. Wopkers

The Bible and its Books.
By Prof. H. M. Hamill, D. D. Gives the informa-

tion which every S. S. worker, every Bible stu-
dent, and every Christian needs, and should
have, about the Book of Books. 50 cents, post
free.

The Sunday School Teacher.
Also by Dr. Hamill. Gives the helpful views of a

practical teacher regarding the S. S. teacher and
nis work. 50 cents, postpaid.

The Organized Sunday School.
By J. W. Axtell. Is up-to-date in every particular.

Every superintendent should own ana stud^ it,

and put in practice its excellent suggestions.
50 cents, post free.

The Modern S. S. Superintendent
and His Work.

By J. R. Pepper. The biggest- "little book" ever
issued. Full of practical suggestions for the
Superintendent. 15 cents.

Peloubet's Select Notes.
On the S. S. Lessons. Comprehensive, condensed,

practical, spiritual. "The one book which no
S. S. worker can afford to be without." Price
$1.25. Sent post paid for $1.00.

Teachers' Meeting-s, Their Neces-
sity and Methods.

By Dr. Trumbull. Postpaid, 35 cents.

Teaching Teachers.
By Rev. H. C. Trumbull, "One of the best books

published for S. S. teachers." $1.25.

The Church in the House.
By Dr. Wm. Arnot. A help of rare value for per-

sonal study of The Book of Acts. No S; S.
worker or Bible.student can afford to be without
it. Originally sold at $2.50, now offered at
$1.00 postpaid.

The Home Departnient.
A history of its beginning, development and present

condition. By M. C. Hazard. Cloth, i6mo., 500.

Benedictions of the Bible.
With precious thoughts about them. By Julia H.

Johnston. A lovely Holiday present for S. S.
teachers or young people. Price 15 cents each,
$1.50 per dozen, postpaid.

W. B. JACOBS. Pub., 132 La Salic St. , Chlcag:o.



PASSPORTS TO SUCCESS
IN THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

t )ur publication-- iiic wit hi»ui doubt the best and cheuiiest in the world. Our impors are
tilled with bright stories, and do much to encourtme regular attendance of scholars. Each (Juur-
terly is fully illustrated with finest half-tone entfravintrs and are uni|uestionnbly the most
attractive and helpful .series published.

Young People's Weekly
ull ducfi-A paper that exactly meets the demand of the .\otnig people,

tional and helpful things for ohl and xciinB:

This paper is- our greatest undertaking in the line of .Serial Sunday School
Papers. It is larger than .secular papers, costing twice as much, and yet we issue
it to .schools and societies in lots of tliree or more to one address, at ."lO cents a \"ear

each. Single subscription 75 cents. Send for sample copies.

The Boys' World

f^
A neM l'i»roe for tlif Siinilny

Sohotil. to Molvc the boy |irobl«iii.

A paper to Itrlntc boyN into the
sc'toiiI and bold (hem there.

\ >\fekl> KJKbi-ititKe Paper for
Boys.

Printed in colors, folded, j'astefl

and knaves cut. Price within iIh'

reacii of the poorest school.

t'ondiieted by ii t'orpM of Ablexl
( lirislliiii \\ rtterM iind W «»rker«

With HoyN.

Treats of everything r.f interest
to hoy.s—home, .school, shop, play-
ijiuund. Simday School, church, etc.
.\i \vs of sucessful bf^y.s, and brave
deeds done by bovs. Interesting
stories .and incidents, science, me-
chanics, invontion.s. games, recrea-
tion, care of health, earning and
sa\ing money, making things.
Round Table, Question Drawer, etc.

1.,

price:.
u'i three or more, ad-

dressed to one pennon. Z.l reiiti*

eaeli per year, «Me eentu per i)i;ar-

ler. Single subsr-riptloii. ."»«> eentK
per .vear.

The Girls' Companion

'i'ni-: o\i.\ <;iHi,s* imper pub-
l.ISHt:i) IX THIS COUXTRY.

.\. Weekly GfKht-pagre Paper.

Printed in colors, same size and
^reiieral plati as our hoys' paper.

t'riMvded Witii .<>titrieK iind Inei-

(loiitM of Olrl-I.ife.

Departments telling of things in
wliich all girls iire interested. Karn
iiig and Saving Money, Gaining
and Keeping Health. Home, Work
and Enjo.\ment, Girls nt School,
Girls of Other Lands, r>eeds Worth
Doing. Devotional Thoughts, etc..

Stories, incidents and department.^
prepared b.v writers for girls.

Sure to linpr(»ve the Attentlnnee
ot Girla,

Increase their interest in the schon!
and th<' lessons. Sure to help tli-

teacher.

PRICK.
In liiis of three m ... : > . .m

dressed to one p<rson. '£'» oentH
each per year. 6»4 oentu per r|uar-
ter. Single subscription. .'O centM
per year.

The Boys' Teacher
A Monthly Publication Devoted Exclusively to TEACHERS of BOYS and Bid BUY3
Tliere are ni.iny teachers' helps, but none exclusi\cly I'or boys' teacber.s. Other

iiaehers" ln-lps are general. Tf they suggest help for any class of teachers. It is

never for teachers fif boys. 'I'his help is all for teachvrs of boys.
It contains Lesson Notes on each week's lesson, also Teaching Plans, lUtistra-

tiiiiis. etc , -all prepared expressly for teachers of boys.

Prnctioiil llcl|i DeiiiirtiiientH.
!;• sides helping the teacher direetl\- and largely in planning and te.aching thi

I. •.-..-. 111. "The Boys' Teacher" will furnish practical help for the teacher in twenty-
three deiiartiiientM. covering each and every phase of his woi;l<. It will keep con-
stantly before the teacher from month to month the various departments of his
work.

Price, single subscription. 60 eentM per year, or t."» eenlM per quarter. In clubs
of three or more. s<'nt to one person, 4«c each per year, or 10c each per quarter.

^ Ml ;<>r samples and special prices to schools who have never ui!ed our supplie.s.

Address, DAVID C. COOK PUBLISHING COMPANY, Elgin, Illinois
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